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202%7: Ohanaeze Ndigho Worldwide backs

Tinubu’s re-election

s the 2027 general elections
draw nearer, Ohanaeze
Ndigbo Worldwide has

declared its support for the re-election
of President Bola Tinubu for a second
term in office.

The foremost Igbo socio-cultural
group stated this in a statement signed
by its Deputy President General, Mazi
Okechukwu Isiguzoro, on Sunday,
where they appealed to the President
to use his executive powers to
facilitate the release of the Indigenous
People of Biafra leader, Nnamdi Kanu
this 2025.

The association stated that the release
of the IPOB leader shall serve not
merely as an act of mercy, but as a vital
catalyst for restoring peace and
resolving the current insecurity
challenges plaguing the Southeast.
The statement maintained that the
South-East deserves a path toward
stability, noting that peace cannot be
achieved in the shadow of violence
and discord.

The apex Igbo socio-cultural
organisation also advocated for the
acceleration of ongoing rehabilitation
and reconstruction projects of
dilapidated federal roads throughout
the South east, under Senator David
Umahi as Works Minister, insisting
that Southeastern infrastructure
remains the backbone of economic
progress and social cohesion.

They added that it is non-negotiable
that these projects are completed
before the end 0f2026.

The statement reads, “The Apex Igbo
Sociocultural Organisation, Ohanaeze
Ndigbo, firmly frames this critical
discourse around the sanctity of
Nigeria’s unwritten gentleman’s
agreement concerning the rotational
presidency between the North and
South. This covenant, which stands as
a pillar of our democracy, must not
only be acknowledged but must be
steadfastly upheld to promote equity
and fairness amidst our diverse
tapestry.

“With the conclusion of an eight-year
Northern presidency under former
President Muhammadu Buhari, from

2015 to 2023, we firmly
assert that it is now time
for the Southern region =
to claim its rightful place
at the helm of leadership
from 2023 to 2031. This
principle of fairness
compels us to support
President Bola Ahmed
Tinubu’s bid for a
second term in the
upcoming 2027
elections.

“In our assessment of the current
political milieu, the glaring weakness,
disarray, and lack of coherence among
opposition political elites expose a
perilous landscape for governance.
”Individuals such as Atiku Abubakar,
Rabiu Kwankwaso, Nasir el-Rufai,
Peter Obi, and Siminalayi Fubara may
mean well, but the reality is that their
capacity to mount a serious challenge
against the APC is dubious at best. It
would be areckless endeavor to engage
in political maneuvers that align with
figures who offer no substantive plan
for progress.

“Ohanaeze Ndigbo cautions that any
attempt to co-opt our organisation as a
vehicle for misguided political
machinations must be met with resolute
resistance. The political ambition of the
few should not be allowed to hijack the
collective aspirations of the Ibo people.
We cannot afford to gamble again on
opportunistic alliances that have
historically undermined our unity. Our
people still bear the scars of the ill-fated
endorsement of Atiku Abubakar and
Peter Obi in 2019, a move that has
reverberated painfully through our
communities and the fabric of our
regional integrity.

“In this crucial juncture, we pivot
towards constructive action. We urge
President Tinubu to utilize his
executive powers to facilitate the
release of Nnamdi Kanu by 2025. This
pivotal step will serve not merely as an
act of mercy, but as a vital catalyst for
restoring peace and resolving the
current insecurity challenges plaguing
the Southeast. Our region deserves a
path toward stability, and this cannot
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happen in the shadow of violence and
discord.

“Moreover, we strongly advocate for the
acceleration of ongoing rehabilitation
and reconstruction projects of
dilapidated federal roads throughout
Southeastern Nigeria, under the
stewardship of Senator Dave Umabhi.
Our infrastructure is the backbone of
economic progress and social cohesion;
thus, it is non-negotiable that these
projects are completed before the end of
2026.

“The foundational need for accurate
representation in the upcoming 2025
Census must also be addressed,
particularly the incorporation of ethnic
and religious demographics that reflect
the true population of the Igbo people
across Nigeria, especially in the northern
region. It is our belief that such
representation will further empower our
voice in national conversations.
“Additionally, the creation of new states
within Igbo land—Anioma State in the
South-South and Aba State in the
Southeast—will enhance our
governance, representation, and socio-
political relevance.

“We also highlight the urgency of
revitalizing the Eastern Economic
corridors, which require strategic
reinvestment. Initiatives such as the
dredging and reopening of Calabar
Seaport, the revival of Enugu Coal Mine,
and the establishment of the Akwete
Blue River Deep Seaport in Ukwa East,
Abia State are paramount. Furthermore,
upgrading the railway framework from
Port Harcourt to Maiduguri and
enhancing connectivity within our
towns, including Onitsha, Owerri,
Okigwe, Abakaliki, and Awka, will
solidify ourregion’s economic potential.
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Lagos Assembly impeaches Speaker Obasa,
elects 1st female head sv Eizabetn senrota 0so

embers of the Lagos

State House of Assembly

have impeached the
speaker, Mudashiru Obasa.

He was accused of multiple
statutory and financial infractions.

Obasa was subsequently replaced
by his deputy, Mojisola Meranda.

Mrs Meranda, who represents
Apapa Constituency 1, was also a
former chief whip of the house.

Mojeed Fatai is now the Deputy
Speaker of the Lagos State House
of Assembly.

Obasa has been engulfed in a series
of controversial circumstances in
terms of financial dealings.

The removal comes barely a month
after Obasa was accused of
allegedly spending N17 billion to
fix a gate that leads to the assembly.

The lawmakers subsequently
elected Mojisola Meranda,
representative of Apapa I, as the
new speaker.

Meranda, who took her oath of
office immediately, would serve as
the first female speaker of the
Lagos legislature.

Meanwhile, security operatives
have taken over the premises of the
Assembly complex.

A member of the All Progressives
Congress in the state who pleaded
anonymity disclosed to New Daily

Prime that the impeachment of
Obasa has nothing to do with the
upcoming governorship election in
the state

“This is unconnected with the 2027
governor election. The lawmakers
only stepped in over the embattled
speaker’s action,” he said.

Obasa has been claimed in some
quarters to be one of the
governorship aspirants inching to
succeed incumbent, Babajide
Sanwo-Oluin 2027.
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Court grants bail to Ooni’s ex-queen,
Orly0ml, pI’lllClpa,l By Friday Omosola

n Oyo State High Court, sitting &
in Ring Road, Ibadan, has X
granted bail to Naomi P e
Silekunola, the former queen of the
Ooni of Ife, along with Ibadan-based
media personality Oriyomi Hamzat
and Abdulahi Fasasi, the Principal of
Islamic High School.
The New Daily Prime earlier reported
that the trio were arranged and
remanded over a stampede that
occurred in December 2024.
The stampede led to the death of 35
children and many being hospitalised.
Justice K.B. Olawoyin of Court 8
issued the ruling on Monday after
hearing a bail application filed by the
defendant’s legal team.
The bail conditions include a N10
million bond and two sureties, each
required to provide landed property i+
documents within the court’s
jurisdiction.

Makinde presents staff of office, certificate
to 46th Alaaﬁn-elect By Gbenga Oluranti Olaleye

yo State Governor, Engr.

Seyi Makinde has officially

presented the Staff of Office
and certificate of appointment to the
46th Alaafin-elect, Prince Akeem
Abimbola Owoade, marking the
formal ascension of the new
monarch to the revered throne of
Alaafin of Oyo.

The presentation of the certificate
and staff of office was held on
Monday at the Oyo State
Government Secretariat in Agodi,
Ibadan, the state capital.

Recall that Prince Owoade was
announced on Friday by the state
government as the Alaafin-elect, to
succeed late Oba Lamidi Adeyemi
III, the 45th Alaafin of Oyo, who
passed on April 22,2022.
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NLC shuts LTV, Radio Lagos, Traffic Radio

over minimum wage ¢

-

he Lagos State chapter of Nigeria
Labour Congress (NLC) on
Monday stormed Lagos
Television, Radio Lagos/Eko FM, and
Traffic Radio, forcibly ejecting workers
and shutting down operations.
The Labour union’s action was in
response to the refusal of the Lagos State
Government to integrate the stations’
staff into the Oracle system and pay the
long-overdue minimum wage.
The development followed the expiration

I US CRAcLE
W e SN To
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riSiS By Dave Oludare Oso

B : _' L . " Led by its formidable chairperson,
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of a fiery three-day warning strike by
the stations’ workers, which had seen
spirited protests earlier in the day.
NLC officials descended on the
premises in Agidingbi, Ikeja.

NLC officials descended on the
premises in Agidingbi, Ikeja shortly
after the Nigerian Union of
Journalists (NUJ) Lagos Chapel
Chairman, Leye Ajayi, wrapped up
his impassioned address to the
aggrieved staff.

Mrs Funmi Sessi, the NLC delegation
stormed into the buildings, halting
broadcasts and ejecting remaining
workers.

According to her, the move was a
strong message to the government
that the era of neglecting workers is
over.

“We are not fighting the Lagos State
Government,” Sessi declared, “but
we demand an immediate end to the
injustice meted out to staff of these
stations.”

According to her staff of the stations
must be integrated into the Oracle
System.

She emphasised the disparity
between the stations’ staff and other
civil servants in the state, lamenting
their exclusion from benefits enjoyed
by mainstream government workers.
Sessi said it is unacceptable that
workers in the stations were denied
what others in the state service were
benefitting from.

10 interesting facts about 1st female
Lagos Assembly Speaker By Dave Oludare Oso

he Lagos State House of

Assembly has elected Mojisola

Lasbat Meranda as its first
female Speaker in history.

Her emergence on Monday followed

the impeachment of Mudashiru
Obasa, who was accused of
financial mismanagement and
corruption.

Here are facts about the new
female Speaker.

Meranda was born on August
16, 1980, to the family of late
Ojora of Lagos, T. A Lawal
Akapo and Princess M. A.
Lawal-Akapo of the royal
families of Ojora, Aromire,
Onitana, Oloto, and Oniru.

Her late father was a legislator at
the local level before becoming
the Ojora of Lagos.

Her brother is the Oniru of Iru land,
Oba AbdulWasiu Omogbolahan
Lawal.

She attended the Lagos Anglican
Girls Grammar School (1992-1996)

and Ansar-Ud-Deen Secondary
School (1996 -1998). She served as
the library prefect and secretary of
the press club of her secondary
school.

She obtained the West African
School Certificate (WASC)
examination in 1998.

Meranda obtained an advanced
certificate in software development
in 2005.

She attended the Lagos State
University, graduating with a
Bachelor of Science degree in
Public Administrationin 2013.

In 2015, she was elected as a
member of the House of Assembly.
She was elected Chief Whip of the
ninth House of Assembly.

She was elected the Deputy Speaker
in2023.
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Gospel singer, Oluwatimileyin Ajayi beheads

girlfriend in Abuj a By Elizabeth Jenrola Oso
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he Federal Capital Territory
(FCT) Police Command has
arrested a budding gospel
musician, Oluwatimileyin Ajayi for
beheading his girlfriend in Abuja.
An intelligence tip-off led security
agents to an uncompleted building in
the area, which led to the suspect’s
arrest.
During interrogation, Ajayi allegedly
confessed to the crime and revealed
that the rest of the victim’s body was
athisresidence.

The incident was confirmed
by Comrade Abwami
Nuhuson Daniel, Secretary of
Orozo Community, on his
Facebook page, where he
wrote:

“I got the shock of my life as
we apprehend a Yahoo’ ritual
with human head (his
girlfriend) inside a nylon in
Agwan Sarki, Orozo, FCT.

I thought I just used to watch
things like this until I
experienced one ‘live’ today
in my community. And this
guy said the remaining body of the girl is
still in his house. God have mercy on this
generation.”

This bewildering incident has triggered
shocking reactions across social media
platforms as netziens could not phantom
why someone who posed as a gospel
singer could have perpetrated such an
heinous act.

Meanwhile, some Nigerians have reacted
to the post.

Read some of them below:

@Sadiq90s: “What the heck, bro!
Omo, seriously don’t trust just
anyone. If you have to get married
within your family, do it as soon as
possible. I’'m marrying my cousin.”

@winnie _1311: “I tell you this
ladies, your body is potent and
highly priced..If a guy leaves you
because you are not allowing him
access to your body let it be. YOU
ARETHE PRICE!!”

]

Court voids Rivers PDP congresses, axes

chairman, exco

he Rivers State High Court

sitting in Port Harcourt has

restrained the People’s
Democratic Party (PDP) state
executives led by Aaron
Chukwuemeka from parading
themselves as Exco of the party.
Presiding judge, Justice Stephen
Jumbo, delivered the ruling on an
interlocutory injunction on Monday.
Two Port Harcourt based legal
practitioners, Edwin Woko, Love
Otuonye, and two others who are
members of the PDP filed the case
was against the party’s National
chairman, state chairman, and nine
others praying the court to declare
null and void the purported PDP local
government and ward congresses
conducted the 319 wards and 23

By Dave Oludare Oso

LGAs by pro-Wike
supporters on 27th of July,
10th August, and 31st
August last year

The applicants had
contended that all the
congresses were done in
disobedience to an order of
the Rivers State High Court
issued on the 16th of July
2024 stopping the PDP, the
Independent National Electoral
Commission (INEC), as well as their
agents and privies from conducting
congresses pending the hearing and
determination of the originating
summons already filed.

This ruling is coming on the heels of a
similar decision last year which also
nullified the ward, local government, and

state executives of the All

Progressive Congress (APC) which
had produced Tony Okocha.

Some political watchers have
viewed the development as a blow
to the FCT Minister, Nyesom Wike
in his running political battle in
Rivers State with Siminalayi
Fubara, his successor.
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N200bn USSD debt: FG to blacklist
18 banks By Pave Oludare 0so

he Federal Government’s

axe may fall on some Deposit

Money Banks over the non-
payment of over N200 billion on
Unstructured Supplementary
Service Data (USSD) to Nigerian
telecom operators as the
government set to list out names of
the defaulting 18 banks on Tuesday
(tomorrow).

According to a report from
Vanguard, the reason for the public
seems to be for the telcos to stop
offering the said services that enable
their customers conveniently do
online banking.

The Central Bank of Nigeria and the
Nigerian Communications
Commission, in December 2024,
issued a final directive to Deposit
Money Banks and Mobile Network
Operators to resolve the protracted
N250bn Unstructured
Supplementary Service Data debt
dispute.

The directive, contained in a joint
circular dated December 20, 2024,
was signed by the acting Director of
Payments System Management at
the CBN, Oladimeji Taiwo, and the
Head of Legal and Regulatory
Services at the NCC, Chizua Whyte.

The document, according to the
report outlined a structured payment
plan for clearing the debt and
introduced new operational
guidelines for USSD services.

Under the terms of the directive, 60
per cent of all debts incurred before
the implementation of Application
Programming Interfaces in
February 2022 must be paid as full
and final settlement.

Payment agreements—whether as
lump sums or instalments—must be

ZENITH

finalised by January 2, 2025, with full
settlement due by July 2,2025.

For debts arising after February 2022,
the CBN and NCC mandated that
banks pay 85 per cent of all
outstanding invoices by December
31, 2024, and ensure that 85 per cent
of future invoices are settled within
one month ofissuance.

The regulators also directed both
parties to discontinue all ongoing
litigation related to the USSD debt
issue, warning that non-compliance
would attract stiff sanctions.

“In view of the foregoing, the CBN
and NCC hereby direct that all DMBs
and MNOs adhere strictly to the
outlined payment terms to ensure
final resolution of this matter. Failure
to comply will result in sanctions,”
the circular stated.

The move comes amid mounting
pressure from telecom operators, who
had earlier called for a clear payment
framework to address the debt, which
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has strained relationships between
the banking and telecom sectors.

Additionally, the regulators
emphasized the transition to end-user
billing for USSD services, noting that
it would only apply to banks and
telcos that meet the outlined payment
obligations.

Pending this transition, operators are
required to implement a “10-seconds
rule,” ensuring sessions shorter than
10 seconds are not billed.

The circular further highlighted the
opportunity for banks currently using
prepaid billing systems to migrate to
EUB, subject to regulatory approval.

The CBN and NCC reiterated their
commitment to resolving the debt
impasse, stating that the measures are
aimed at fostering stability in both the
financial and telecommunications
sectors while ensuring the continued
availability of USSD services for
Nigerians.
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APC members arrested after visiting
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ome All Progressives Congress
(APC) members who are
supporters of the just impeached
Lagos State House of Assembly Speaker,
Mudashiru Obasa were on Monday
arrested by security agents inside the
Assembly complex.
The arrested persons were taken away
from the Assembly premises in a Black
Maria on the same day.
They claimed to be APC youths from
Agege, the constituency of the

imPBChed La,g'os Speaker By Dave Oludare Oso

tangible reasons have been given.

The detainees visibly distressed, have
also been calling out for basic
necessities such as food and water
while awaiting further action from
the authorities.

On Monday, members of the Lagos
State House of Assembly impeached
the speaker, who was accused of
multiple statutory and financial

W infractions.

impeached speaker.

According to News Central reports,
the supporters were intercepted by
security personnel and subsequently
confined in a Black Maria stationed
near the Assembly premises.

In the video posted by News Central,
one of the victims speaking from the
Black Maria said no fewer than 20 of
them are in the vehicle, adding that he
has asked the security operatives for
the reasons of their arrest but no

Obasa was subsequently replaced by
his deputy, Mojisola Meranda.

Mrs Meranda, who represents Apapa
Constituency 1, was also a former
chief whip of the house.

Mojeed Fatai is now the Deputy
Speaker of the Lagos State House of
Assembly.

Obasa has been enmeshed in a series
offinancial infractions.

His removal comes barely a month
after he was accused of allegedly
spending N17 billion to fix a gate that
leads to the assembly.

Makinde inducts 48 perm secs,
demands dili g'e_nce By Dave Oludare Oso

overnor Seyi Makinde of Oyo
State, on Monday, inducted 48
newly-appointed Permanent
Secretaries into the state civil service
held at the Executive Chambers of the
Governor’s Office, Agodi, Ibadan, with
a vow to continue upholding merit in
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the state civil and public
service.

The new Permanent
Secretaries comprise 15 from
the mainstream, six
Inspectors General of
Education, six from the health
sector, seven from the local
government, one from the
House of Assembly, one as
Surveyor General, nine Tutor
Generals, and three executive
secretaries.

The governor stated that the
appointees went through a
rigorous selection process before
being appointed to fill the vacancies.

While charging the Permanent
Secretaries to excel in their roles and
justify their appointment, Makinde

emphasized that the state would
continue to recognize and promote
outstanding individuals in the
education sector and local
government service in the state.

Makinde also lauded the
professionalism of the state Head of
Service, Mrs. Olubunmi Oni, in
handling the selection and
appointment process of the new
Permanent Secretaries.

Speaking with journalists after the
event, Mr Rotimi Babalola,
formerly of the Ministry of
Information, and Mr Abdul Waheed
Tijani pledged to do their best to
support the current administration
in the state.
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I will prosecute kingmakers opposed to Owoade
as new A],a,a.ﬁn — Makinde By Dave Oludare Oso

overnor Seyi Makinde of Oyo

State has said he will prosecute

kingmakers who are still
protesting over the choice of Prince
Abimbola Owoade as the new Alaafin of
Oyo for bribery except they declared
support for the new king.
The governor said this after presenting
Certificate of Appointment and Staff of
Office as the new Alaafin of Oyo to
Owoade on Monday at the Executive
Chamber of the Governor’s Office in
Ibadan.
Governor Makinde, who declared that
the Alaafin’s stool was important to the
entire Yoruba race and not only to Oyo
Town or Oyo State, noted, “Those who
are, therefore, still hell-bent on
destabilising our traditional institution in
Oyo Town will be prosecuted over the
money they collected unless they go and
support the new Alaafin.
“Under my watch, I will make it very
clear that the stool is not for sale. It is not
astool for us to toy with.”
The governor further maintained that his
administration would not play politics
with governance, denying that he

influenced the selection of the new
Alaafin.

Makinde added that the proper
coronation of Owoade as the Alaafin
would be held in four weeks.

In his acceptance speech, Owoade
appreciated the governor, chiefs, and
the people of Oyo Town for making
his appointment possible.

He sought the support of all to rule =

well.

Makinde approved the selection of
Owoade as the 46th Alaafin of Oyo
Town on Friday.

In Friday’s statement by the state
government, the approval was said to
be based on the recommendation,
through consultation and divination,
of'the Oyomesi.

However, Owoade’s emergence
sparked controversy as five of the
seven members of the Oyomesi, also
known as kingmakers, rejected his
appointment.

In a letter to Makinde, signed by their
legal representative, Chief Adekunle
Sobaloju, the five kingmakers denied
recommending Owoade to the state
government.

According to them, they
recommended Prince Lugqman
Gbadegesin as their nominee to the
governor.

However, the five Oyo kingmakers —
Yusuf Ayoola, (Basorun), Lamidi
Oyewale (Sanu), Asimiyu Atanda
(Agbaakin), Hamzat Yusuf
(Akinniku) and Wakeel Oyedapo,
have for about two years been
engulfed in a feud with the Oyo State
government over corruption
allegation leveled against them in
respect of the selection of the Alaafin
of Oyo.

Edo woman arrested for burning house help’s
g'enita,ls With hot iron By Elizabeth Jenrola Oso

peratives of the Nigeria Police
Force have arrested a 31-year-old
woman identified as Abigail
Oluwarotimi for using a hot iron to inflict

burns on one Jude Joseph, her 15-year-
old house help in Benin, Edo State.

In a statement released by its
spokesperson, Moses Yamu, the Edo
Police Command said the househelp
sustained injuries on his lap and genitals
asaresultofthe incident.

The spokesperson said, “On 11/01/2025
at about 1945 hours, the Command
received a report that one Abigail
Oluwarotimi ‘f” aged 31 years, heated a
metal object in fire and used it to inflict
burns on her househelp by name Jude
Joseph ‘m’aged 15 years. As a result, the
victim sustained injuries on his lap and
genitals.”

According to the statement,
Oluwarotimi confessed to inflicting
the injury of her house help after she
was arrested.

The women reportedly blamed her
actions on the allegation that the boy
molested her children.

The statement said the Commissioner
of Police, Edo State Command, CP
Umoru Ozigi has shown concern
about the development.

—

Consequently, he has ordered the |

immediate transfer of the case to the
State Criminal Investigation
Department (SCID) for a thorough
and discreet investigation.

The state Police Command also

warned the public against taking laws
into their hands while emphasising
the importance of allowing the law to
take its course.
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2025 Budget: NASS to exclude JAMB from

FG’ g’ra,nts By Friday Omosola

he National Assembly has

resolved to exclude the Joint

Admissions and Matriculation
Board (JAMB) from the Federal
Government’s (FG) 2025 budget grants,
citing concerns about the agency’s
financial practices.
Lawmakers criticised the apparent
contradiction in JAMB’s financial
operations during an interactive session
on revenue projections for 2025, chaired
by Senator Sani Musa (APC, Niger East).
JAMB’s Registrar, Ishaq Oloyede,
revealed that the board remitted N4
billion to the Consolidated Revenue
Fund in 2024 but received N6 billion
from the FG.
This disclosure sparked outrage among
committee members, including Abiodun
Faleke, Chairman of the House
Committee on Finance, and Senator
Adams Oshiomhole (APC, Edo).
Faleke questioned why JAMB, a self-
sustaining agency, needed government
grants if the board could remit an amount
of money.

Senator Oshiomhole further criticized
JAMB’s expenditures, highlighting N1.1

billion spent on meals
and refreshments in
2024.

Other expenses
scrutinized included
N850 million for
security, cleaning, and
fumigation, N600 million
for local travel, N6.5
billion for local training,
and N1 billion allocated
to a staff housing scheme.
Oshiomhole demanded a
detailed breakdown of
these expenditures,
labelling them as
excessive and
unjustifiable.

The session also
spotlighted broader concerns over
low remittances from Ministries,
Departments, and Agencies (MDASs)
in2024.

Senator Sani Musa emphasised the
significant gap between the revenue
generated by MDAs and their
remittances to the federation account.
“This persistent discrepancy hampers

the government’s ability to fund
critical infrastructure and social
services,” Musa stated, attributing
the issue to inefficiency,
mismanagement, and potential
revenue leakages.

Lawmakers called for stricter
oversight of MDAs to address these
challenges and enhance fiscal
accountability.

House flattened as explosion rocks Imo
community By Elizabeth Jenrola Oso

here was confusion and panic as a

bomb explosion rocked the

Umuneke community in Mbieri,
Mbaitoli Local Government Area of Imo
State on Saturday.
According to News360 Nigeria, the blast
occurred at a newly completed family
house, reducing the structure to rubbles.
However, the report said no casualties
were recorded in the incident.
An eyewitness, who identified himself as
Iyke Njoku, said, “The sound was
massive as well as the bang. We waited a
while and when we didn’t see any
movement or hear screams, we decided
to check, only to see the house in rubble.
“When people from neighbouring
villages called to ask us the cause of the
sound, that was when we went to check
how safe we were.
“The house was a bungalow and the
couple just completed it even as they

were planning to move
in by February.

“It is so painful that all
their efforts have
become a waste because
they can’t move in as
planned again.”
Another resident, Mr.
Emma Emeka, said they
were jolted by the loud
blast.

Emeka said, “We were in
our house when we
heard a massive sound, just like an
explosion. When we rushed out, a
newly constructed bungalow was
destroyed. It happened so quickly, as
nobody saw what triggered it or who
was behind it.

“All we heard was the loud explosion;
now, we are gazing at the new
building of our kinsman reduced to
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rubble.

“The couple had worked hard to
complete the building and were
planning to move in this year but they
cannot do so again.

“Also, people in neighbouring
villages heard the sound and
wondered where the blast came from.
We all slept with one eye open for fear
ofattack.”
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Female passenger arraigned for disrupting
buja-bound Ibom ﬂight By Dave Oludare Oso

H

LELET
BEERAR

or disrupting an Ibom Air flight
from Uyo to Abuja on 8 January
2025, and causing its cancellation,

a female passenger has been charged to
court and granted bail.

According to the Director of Public
Affairs and Consumer Protection,
Michael Achimugu, who disclosed this
on Monday, the incident, described as
“unruly behaviour,” affected 89 other
passengers and caused significant
disruptions to the airline’s operations.
Reports have it that an unruly passenger
last Wednesday disrupted Ibom Air flight
operations scheduled to depart Uyo for
Abuja International Airport at 1730hrs
and prevented its takeoff.

It was reported that passengers had been
informed during check-in that, due to
weight restrictions, some or all of their
luggage may not arrive on the same
flight.

The airline said passengers with luggage
above 20kg signed indemnity forms
while those whose bags were in the
region of 20kg were informed that their
bags would arrive on the next scheduled
flight.

The aggrieved passenger noticed that her
bag was not among the luggage loaded
into the bowels of the aircraft and then
angrily stepped down from the aircraft.

She asked to be allowed to pick her
handbag from the cabin, only to get in
there and block the aisle, insisting that
the flight would not depart without her
bags, according to the NCAA.

Attempts by the Aviation Security
(AVSEC) personnel and the pilot to
de-escalate the situation were
unsuccessful.

As a result, the flight was cancelled
when Uyo’s airspace closed for the
day.

“The airline had to provide immediate
refreshment, transportation, and
accommodation for passengers at
great and avoidable cost,” Achimugu
added.

He revealed that the airline suffered
financial losses and operational
disruptions.

“This means that the airline would
have catered twice for the same
flight,” he said.

“Added to this was a scheduling
challenge that will take days to
normalize.”

In a fresh update, Achimugu disclosed
that the passenger would face
prosecution and be penalised.
Achimugu disclosed, “The
regulations state firmly that no

provocation justifies violence at the
airport. Certain acts, especially
holding up the movement of an
aircraft through means of violence,
could be interpreted as terrorism
depending on the severity (to be
determined by the police).

“She was taken to the police and was
in detention for two nights. She has
been charged to court but granted
bail. That was the last information I
got from the airline and later today
(Monday), I will get further
information.

“lintend to hold a meeting with Avsec
and FAAN because there seems to be
room for improvement in the
protocols for handling unruly
passengers.

“ It is when things like this happen
that we see the lapses and areas where
we need to improve. Because the
response should have been quicker
and the action should have also been
faster. This that happened is
preventable, very preventable. Butno
point at the moment excuses the
woman for what she did and that is
why she will face the full wrath of the
law.”
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Aiyedatiwa frees 40 prisoners to celebrate
60th blrthday By Elizabeth Jenrola Oso

overnor Lucky Aiyedatiwa of
Ondo State has extended the
hand of mercy to 40 inmates
serving various jail terms by setting them
free
According to the state’s Attorney General
and Commissioner for Justice, Dr
Olukayode Ajulo (SAN), the pardon
highlights the governor’s dedication to
mercy and rehabilitation.
The pardons, granted on the
recommendation of the Advisory
Council on the Prerogative of Mercy,
include the outright release of 15
convicts effective Sunday, 12 January
2025
A statement titled, “Aiyedatiwa Pardons
40 Prisoners to Celebrate 60th Birthday,”
and signed by the governor’s Chief Press
Secretary, Ebenezer Adeniyan, disclosed
the development.
In addition to the releases, several death
sentences were commuted to life
imprisonment, while other inmates had
their sentences significantly reduced.
Dr Ajulo, who also chairs the advisory
council, explained that these decisions
were informed by careful deliberations,
considering the nature of offences, the
inmates’ age, health, behaviour, and
duration of incarceration.
“This compassionate gesture
underscores Aiyedatiwa’s unwavering
commitment to extending grace and
mercy to these convicts,” Ajulo stated.
“It represents a vital component of his

administration’s ongoing justice
sector reforms. The signing of the
release orders coincides with the
governor’s 60th birthday, marking a
significant occasion with an act of
grace,” the statement said.

The governor’s act of mercy
coincided with a sombre moment for
the state, as the governor chose to
forgo birthday celebrations in honour
of the late Secretary to the State
Government, Tayo Oluwatuyi
(Tukana), who passed away last
weekend.

“Governor Aiyedatiwa’s actions align
with Section 212 (1) and (2) of the
1999 Constitution of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria (as amended),
which empowers state governors to
exercise the prerogative of mercy.
“The Council’s recommendations
were enriched by insights from
correctional authorities, legal experts,
and respected community leaders,
ensuring fairness and compassion in
the decision-making process,” the
statement added.

Earlier, President Bola Tinubu
congratulated Governor Aiyedatiwa
on his 60th birthday.

In a statement on Saturday, by his
Special Adviser on Information and
Strategy, Bayo Onanuga, Tinubu
commended Aiyedatiwa’s
unwavering commitment to political
ideals and grassroots development,

hailing his exceptional political
journey and dedication to public
service.

The statement partly read, “President
Bola Tinubu rejoices with Governor
Lucky Orimisan Aiyedatiwa of Ondo
State on his 60th birthday tomorrow,
January 12,2025,

“President Tinubu commends
Aiyedatiwa for his unwavering
dedication and political consistency,
beginning from his membership of
the Action Congress of Nigeria
(ACN)in2011.

“His steadfastness throughout the
party’s metamorphosis and final
transition to the All Progressives
Congress (APC) exemplifies his
loyalty, dedication, and commitment.
“Aiyedatiwa’s impressive political
trajectory is a testament to the
potential and possibilities in Nigerian
politics.”

Tinubu added that Aiyedatiwa’s
governance achievements,
particularly his landmark electoral
victory in 2024, paved the way for
significant advancements in the
health and education sectors,
positively impacting the lives of
Ondo State residents.
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NAF investigates civilian deaths in Zamfara
airstrike incident 3y olamilekan Botti

he Nigerian Air Force (NAF) has

officially launched a

comprehensive investigation into
reports of accidental civilian casualties
following a recent airstrike in the Zurmi
Local Government Area of Zamfara
State. The airstrike, conducted on Friday
as part of Operation Hadarin Daji, was
aimed at dismantling the stronghold of
armed bandit groups terrorizing
communities in the region.
Preliminary reports emerging from the
scene suggest that at least 16 civilians lost
their lives during the operation. Among
the victims were members of the Zamfara
Community Protection Guard (ZCPQG)
and local vigilante groups who had been
working alongside security forces to
defend their communities against violent
criminal gangs.
Eyewitness accounts indicate that the
airstrike, which targeted known hideouts
of bandits loyal to the infamous terrorist

leader Bello Turji, may have
inadvertently struck areas occupied
by civilian defence groups. This tragic
development has sparked widespread
concern and calls for accountability
from local leaders and human rights
organizations.

In an earlier statement, the Nigerian
Air Force praised the operation for its
success in neutralizing several high-
ranking members of Turji’s network.
The military also reported the rescue
of numerous kidnapped victims who
had been held captive by the bandits.
However, the reports of unintended
civilian deaths have cast a shadow
over the operation’s achievements.
Air Commodore Edward Gabkwet,
the NAF Director of Public Relations
and Information, assured the public
that the Air Force is taking the matter
seriously. “We are deeply concerned
about the reports of civilian casualties

during our recent operation in
Zamfara. A thorough investigation
has been initiated to determine the
facts surrounding the incident. The
Nigerian Air Force remains
committed to adhering to the highest
standards of professionalism and
minimizing harm to civilians during
combat operations,” Gabkwet stated.
Community leaders in Zurmi have
expressed grief and frustration over
the incident, urging the government
to take greater precautions in future
military operations. “While we
appreciate the efforts of the military
in tackling the menace of banditry, we
cannot afford to lose innocent lives in
the process. Our local security
volunteers are risking their lives to
protect this community, and their loss
is devastating,” said a local chief who
wished to remain anonymous.
Human rights organizations have also
weighed in, demanding transparency
and accountability. Amnesty
International Nigeria called for a
detailed and impartial investigation,
emphasizing the need for the military
to prioritize civilian protection in
conflict zones.

The tragedy comes amid intensified
military campaigns across Nigeria’s
northern regions, where armed
bandits have wreaked havoc for
years, engaging in mass abductions,
killings, and destruction of property.
Zamfara State, in particular, has been
a hotspot for violent criminal activity,
prompting ongoing security
operations aimed at restoring peace
and stability.

As the investigation unfolds, many
are watching closely to see how the
Nigerian Air Force will address the
findings and prevent future incidents.
The outcome will be critical in
maintaining public trust in military
operations and ensuring that the fight
against terrorism does not come at the
expense of innocent lives.

The Nigerian government has yet to
release an official statement
regarding the civilian deaths, but
pressure is mounting for swift action
and comprehensive reforms in the
conduct of military air operations.
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FG moves against religious extremism in

South West

ollowing recent religious activities

that have been breeding strife and

tension in parts of the South West
region of Nigeria, the federal government
has initiated moves to probe the
developments and avert a possible
breakdown of law.
According to a Nigerian Tribune report, the
government was getting concerned about
reports linking groups and personalities to
extremist activities and religious tension
capable of fomenting crisis if allowed to
continue unchecked.
Two recent events that happened in Oyo
State have triggered suspicions that
extremist activities might be creeping into
the South West zone, originally regarded as
the bastion of religious harmony.
According to the report, highly-placed
officials of the government said security
agencies have been alerted to the suspicion
that a rising wave of extremism was taking
place in the South West Zone.
To that effect, the sources said a strict order
has gone to the security agencies to nip the
trend in the bud.
Also, it was gathered that besides the threat
of extremist groups and terrorists who have
been trying to penetrate the zone through
the Old Oyo National Park and the
Kamoko Forest, which stretches from
Kaduna, Niger and Kwara states and links
the Oyo National Park, there are reports
that some extremist groups are also moving
to infiltrate the South West and spread
religious hate.
The security teams were reported to have
interrogated a pro-Sharia group which
threatened recently to launch Sharia Court
in Oyo Town.
According to sources, in the last weeks of
December 2024, security operatives
questioned a number of persons said to be
linked to the plan to launch Sharia in Oyo
Town.
It was gathered that the Sharia proponents
told the operatives that their original
intention was to establish a Sharia Panel to
entertain civil matters like marriage,
divorce, and inheritance, and because they
also agreed that the trust of courts are
constitutional matters.
It was also gathered that security agencies
had apprehended a traditional religion
worshipper known as Ifagbemi for
allegedly desecrating the Quran.
The said Ifagbemi, whose full name is
given as John Olanrewaju Ifagbemi had
made an offensive post on Facebook about

By Dave Oludare Oso

the Quran and had also planned to do
the same about the Holy Bible in an
attempt to promote his brand of
traditional religion.

A source who confirmed Ifagbemi’s
arrest dismissed attempts by some
Facebook users to paint the arrest as an
attack on Ifagbemi’s religion, saying

that Ifagbemi’s actions, which could.

trigger religious disharmony in the
area, have nothing to do with secularity.
“Hanging on secularism is faulty,” the
source said.

In another development, the Fredrick
Fasehun-led Oodua People’s Congress
(OPC) has urged all the six South-West
governors to treat as a security
emergency the building of camps inside
Yoruba forests by insurgents and
terrorists fleeing from the North,
promising to help security agencies
deal with the menace without delay
before it is too late.

Governor Seyi Makinde of Oyo State
had, during the 2025 annual inter-faith
service which took place in Ibadan,
raised the alarm that insurgents and
terrorists fleeing from military
bombardment in the North, were
relocating to the state and other states in
South-West and building camps in the
forests there.

President of the socio-cultural group,
Otunba Wasiu Afolabi (alias Askari), in
a statement, copy of which was made
available to newsmen on Sunday,
recalled that the foreign terrorists had
always said that after conquering the
North, the South would be next, adding:
“Now, itis happening.”

He assured that his group was
adequately equipped physically,
militantly, technologically and
spiritually to confront these foreign
invaders, saying that what OPC was
“demanding from South-West
governors 1s the necessary invitation,
equipment and support to do what
needs to be done to wipe out this
menace of foreign criminals.

“We have the men and capacity to
confront these foreign invaders
physically, militantly, technologically
and spiritually. All we are demanding
from South-West governors is the
necessary invitation, equipment and
support to do what needs to be done to
wipe out this menace of foreign
criminals,” he said.

“Enough is enough of paying lip
service to the issue of tackling
insecurity. Peace is the most important
thing in any society. Without security
and peace, no society can make
progress. With the alarm sounded by
His Excellency, Governor Seyi
Makinde, all hands must be on deck to
wipe out this existential threat to our
collective welfare and send these evil
people to hell or wherever they came
from.

“The Federal Government led by
President Bola Tinubu must not play
politics with this matter. Tinubu must
lead from the front and mobilise the
armed forces to align with Amotekun,
OPC, vigilantes, hunters, Agbekoya
and Sunday Igboho’s team to face this
dangerous threat to our collective
peace and existence.

“Let it be clear that although Yoruba
people have nothing against the
Nigerian Fulani, with whom we have
enjoyed centuries of a cordial
relationship, we will not concede an
inch of our land to foreign elements
masquerading as herdsmen whose
pastime is to kidnap, rape, plunder and
kill our people. OPC and the Yoruba
race will never ever allow such a
wicked agenda.

“For starters, the governors must insist
that all herdsmen and foreigners should
move out of the forests, games
reserves, forest reserves, and farm
settlements in line with the 2021 order
issued by the late governor of Ondo
State, Rotimi Akeredolu. After that
directive has been reissued, any group
found camping in the forests will be
regarded as terrorists and summarily
dealt with accordingly. A word is
enough for the wise,” Otunba Afolabi
said.
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NPF warns against refusing to assist
Ofﬁcers in distress By Gbenga Oluranti Olaleye

he Nigerian Police Force (NPF)
has issued a stern warning to
citizens, stating that failing to

assist police officers under attack could
result in imprisonment or a fine.

The warning comes amid rising
concerns about the state of police-
citizen relations, spurred by a viral
video showing a tense confrontation
between a police officer and a woman.

In a series of tweets posted on Sunday,
the NPF’s Public Relations Officer,
Muyiwa Adejobi, referenced the Police
Act0f2020, which mandates citizens to
offer assistance to officers who are
under assault or resistance while on
duty.

He emphasised the legal ramifications
ofneglecting to help officers in distress,
pointing to Section 99 of the Police Act
2020, which makes it a punishable
offence to refuse aid. Penalties include
a fine of up to ¥100,000, a prison
sentence of up to three months, or both.

Adejobi further stated that the
punishment for individuals who
directly assault or obstruct police
officers is even more severe, citing
Section 98 of the same Act. Those
found guilty could face a fine of
N500,000 or up to six months in
prison.

Additionally, the Force’s
spokesperson drew attention to
Section 42, which obligates citizens
to assist police officers, judges, or
magistrates in arresting suspects or
preventing their escape when
reasonably called upon to do so.

The remarks follow growing
debates surrounding the relationship
between Nigerians and their police
force, with citizens questioning the
role they should play in supporting
law enforcement.

The viral video, which reignited
conversations about police conduct
and public trust, has heightened
concerns regarding the risks of

intervening when an officer is in
danger, particularly given the
public’s mistrust of police due to
instances of misconduct.

Despite these concerns, Adejobi’s
statement was clear: neglecting to
assist a police officer is not only
morally wrong but also legally
punishable.

This warning from the NPF calls for
citizens to take responsibility in
protecting law enforcement officers
while serving as a reminder of the
serious consequences of inaction.

The development raises a critical
question for the NPF: how can they
reconcile the enforcement of the
law with the need to rebuild trust
between the police and the public?

In a country where police-citizen
relations have often been fraught
with tension, this challenge remains
as pertinent as ever.
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Divergent reactions trail INEC’s N125bhn

requeSt in 2025 budg‘et By Ghbenga Oluranti Olaleye

he Independent National Electoral

Commission (INEC) has sparked

mixed reactions from the ruling
All Progressives Congress (APC) and
major opposition parties over its recent
budget request of approximately N125
billion for 2025.
INEC Chairman, Prof Mahmood
Yakubu, made the request on Friday
while presenting the commission’s
budget proposal before the Joint
Committee on Electoral Matters at the
National Assembly Complex.
The funds are intended to cover INEC’s
operations in 2025, as well as to initiate
preparations for the 2027 general
election.
The request has prompted sharp criticism
from the opposition, while the ruling
APC has called for a detailed breakdown
ofthe funds.
Opposition Parties Raise Concerns
The Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) has
accused INEC of planning to use the
funds to reward officials involved in
alleged electoral misconduct.
PDP Deputy National Youth Leader,
Timothy Osadolor, condemned the
request, labelling the N125 billion as
“reward money” for electoral
mismanagement.
He expressed dissatisfaction with the
electoral body’s track record in recent
elections, saying, “Despite the promises
of technological improvements, we all
saw what happened during the
presidential and gubernatorial elections.
Now, the commission is asking for
reward money.”
Osadolor went on to question the need for
such a substantial sum, particularly given
the country’s economic challenges and
the fact that 2025 is not a general election
year.
He argued that INEC had no moral
justification for requesting such a large
amount, pointing out the over N200
billion the commission had already
received over the last three years for
elections.
Similarly, the New Nigeria Peoples Party
(NNPP) has urged INEC to implement
cost-cutting measures to alleviate the
financial burden amid Nigeria’s
economic constraints. NNPP National
Publicity Secretary, Ladipo Johnson,
emphasised the need for the commission
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to explore cost-saving alternatives,
such as collaborating with banks for
voter registration, which could save
substantial costs.

Johnson expressed concern over the
timing of the request, noting that 2025
is not a general election year and
questioned the justification for such a
large budget proposal.

He called on the National Assembly
and other relevant bodies to critically
review INEC’s demand.

Support from the African Democratic
Congress

In contrast, the African Democratic
Congress (ADC) has expressed
support for INEC’s request, citing the
challenges the commission faces due
to the undemocratic behaviours of
Nigerian politicians.

ADC National Chairman, Ralph
Nwosu, argued that the N125 billion
request reflects the burden placed on
INEC by the nation’s political
environment, which often involves
election-related litigation and the
management of electoral violence.
Nwosu acknowledged that while the
sum may seem large, the
commission’s role in maintaining
Nigeria’s democracy justifies
adequate funding.

He highlighted that INEC’s
responsibilities extend beyond
merely conducting elections and
include overseeing party primaries
and managing electoral disputes.
According to Nwosu, the financial
demands placed on INEC are a direct
result of the excesses of Nigeria’s
politicians.Labour Party Supports

INEC’s Request with Reservations
The Labour Party (LP) also aligned
with Nwosu’s stance, recognising the
challenges INEC faces in overseeing
elections.

LP National Legal Adviser, Kehinde
Edun, noted that many Nigerians do
not fully appreciate the volume of
work INEC handles. However, Edun
expressed caution, pointing out that
public concerns about the
commission’s ability to deliver
credible elections have undermined
trust in the process.

He called for a thorough examination
of INEC’s spending, urging that the
funds be used judiciously to enhance
the credibility and efficiency of future
elections.

While acknowledging the need for
adequate funding, Edun stressed that
Nigerians would only be satisfied if
the funds translated into more
transparent and reliable elections
APC Urges Scrutiny of INEC’s
Request

The ruling APC, on the other hand,
has called for a careful review of
INEC’s budget proposal. National
Publicity Director of the APC, Bala
Ibrahim, emphasised that INEC’s
responsibilities go beyond organising
elections.

The commission also monitors party
activities, registers voters, and
scrutinises political party reports and
records. Ibrahim stated that INEC
must provide a detailed breakdown of
how the requested funds will be
allocated, particularly since there are
no general elections scheduled for
2025.
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What Obaigbena did with $230m First

Bank loan - Otedola

hief Femi Otedola, the Chairman

of First Bank Holdings has

revealed what the publisher of
ThisDay newspaper, Nduka Obaigbena
did with the $230 million loan he
obtained from First Bank Limited.
Sources said Otedola made the revelation
after meeting with President Bola Tinubu
in the United Arab Emirates.
The First Bank chief, in a statement he
issued on Sunday after the meeting with
Tinubu, said Obiagbena used the $230
million to fund the presidential bid of the
embattled former governor of Central
Bank of Nigeria, Godwin Emefiele, and
luxury travels among others.
He said, "My attention has been drawn to
articles published by ThisDay (on
Thursday, January 9 and Friday, January
10, 2025), clearly instigated by Mr.
Nduka Obaigbena filled with baseless
allegations aimed at smearing my
reputation.
“It is unfortunate that Mr Obaigbena has
resorted to such tactics simply because he
has been asked to repay his $230 million
loan.
“This loan, facilitated with the help of the
former Central Bank of Nigeria
Governor, Mr Godwin Emefiele, was
purportedly for the operation of an oil
block which he obtained without
competitive bidding.
“However, the funds were diverted for
personal use-funding Mr Emefiele’
presidential aspirations, acquisition of
luxury properties abroad, the operation of
a private jet, and an extravagant $68
million spent on jet rentals in just four
years.
“Mr Obaigbena’s profligacy is well
known, as is his penchant for using his
media platforms to blackmail and silence
those who hold him accountable.
“As Chairman of First Bank Holdings,
my primary responsibility is to protect
the interests of the bank’s shareholders
and depositors.
“The actions initiated in the courts are
necessary to recover funds that belong to
depositors and ensure corporate
governance.
“Mr Obaighena’s penchant of
blackmailing people to escape
accountability must end, especially when
depositors’ money is at stake.
“My commitment to upholding the

By Dave Oludare Oso

integrity of the financial
system and protecting
depositors outweigh
any cheap attempts at
blackmail.

“Let me remind the
public that my integrity
isnot in question.

“As Chancellor of
Augustine University
and a benefactor of Save
the Children Fund, I
continue to dedicate my
wealth to noble causes.
“l will not allow
unscrupulous elements
to derail the efforts of First Bank to
recover loans or jeopardize the
financial security of our shareholders.
“To all stakeholders, I assure you that
I remain steadfast in my mission to
protect First Bank’s integrity and
ensure its continued success.

“Media blackmail will not deter me
from this responsibility.”

But Obaigbena’s company, General
Hydrocarbons Limited, has said it is
not owing First Bank Limited $225
million.

In a statement by its Director of
Strategy and Operations, Abdelmuizz
Bello, the company, which is into oil
and gas, said a moratorium is in place
pending the commercial production
of oil for which the loan was taken.
The statement addressing a
newspaper publication said: “Please
refer to your story entitled ‘Court
Freezes General Hydrocarbons’
Accounts over (Alleged) $225.8m
Debt to First Bank’ and published in
your platform of January 10/ 11,2025,
as well as other misleading and
malicious stories on social media.
”The report alleged that a Federal
High Court in Lagos has frozen the
accounts of General Hydrocarbons
Limited (GHL) in all financial
institutions in Nigeria and restrained
the banks from releasing funds to the
company owned by Mr. Nduka
Obaigbena, the Chairman of
THISDAY/ARISE Media Group over
alleged outstanding indebtedness
amounting to $225,802,379.79m to
First Bank.

“Find below a detailed breakdown of

the issues in dispute between GHL
and the First Bank of Nigeria (FBN):
“GHL vs FBN: Background to
Current Situation

“l. We entered a legally binding,
enforceable Subrogation Agreement
with First Bank on May 29, 2021,
with FBN agreeing to fund GHL’s
exploration, production and
development of OML 120 in
exchange for sharing profit from oil
proceeds from the OML in a 50:50
ratio after statutory payments and
taxes over 8 years. The FBN 50%
share will then be used to pay down
its non-performing loans of about
$718 million which was discounted
to $600m to resolve its solvency
issues therefrom.

“2.In its quest to stay afloat, the FBN
loan was sold at $600 million as an
Eligible Banking Asset (EBA), with
comfort from GHL; the FBN then
collected the cash from Assets
Management Company of Nigeria
(AMCON) with which they rebuilt
the bank without meeting GHL’s
needs.

“3. The FBN non-performing loan
arose from FBN’s unsecured and
reckless lending to Atlantic Energy
under separate Strategic Alliance
arrangements, in which GHL had no
nexus to or connection with. The
agreements made it clear that the
Non-Performing Loan had nothing to
do with GHL beyond the fact that
50% of profits from OML 120 due to
FBN under the Subrogation
Agreement will be used by FBN to

continue on page 19
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FBN under the Subrogation Agreement
will be used by FBN to settle the hole
created in its books by the Non-
Performing Loan (NPL). For clarity,
Atlantic Energy operated OMLs 26, 30,
34 and 42 — very different from GHL’s
OML 120.

4.“The agreements signed with GHL
enabled the FBN to return to good
standing as follows:

“a. Instead of declaring a loan loss of
N302bn at the then exchange rate, the
signing of the tripartite agreement with
GHL enabled FBN to declare a profit of
N151 bn ($377.5 million) for the year
ending December 31, 2021. GHL signed
the agreement trusting and believing that
the FBN which it thought was a bank
with integrity, would comply and
continue to comply with its obligation to
fund OML 120; FBN’s failure and
refusal to do so has opened a challenge to
its audited financial statement. Given its
non-compliance with conditions
precedent for its return to profitability,
could those profits remain valid? And
were investors in its current rights issues
duly informed?

“b. FBN’s market capitalization before
the agreement was N256.6bn. Had it
declared a loss of N302bn, the bank
would have had a negative capital of
N46bn. FBN then immediately realised
profitability from the GHL’s subrogation
agreement. GHL signed the agreement
believing and trusting that the FBN as a
bank with integrity would comply and
continue to comply with its obligations
to fund OML 120; but it has clearly not
done so.

“c. Following the agreements with GHL,
FBN’s market capitalization of
N256.6bn, more than tripled to over
N900bn as of 30th November 2024.

“5. Essentially, GHL’s grouse is FBN’s
failure to meet its agreed and executed
financial commitments which GHL had
believed would be made, when it signed
the agreement resulting in critical
challenges for the development of OML
120.

“6. Although FBN had disbursed $185
million, the way and manner of the
disbursement which was agreed to be 5
days after funding request, sometimes
lasted up to 70 days after funding
request; service providers led by
Schlumberger, Baker Hughes and
Century that were supposed to be paid at
the same time for various interventions
were paid sporadically at different times,
resulting in massive losses in day rates
and downtimes, leading to inefficiencies
and losses of over $147 million,
including an arbitration award to one of
the service providers.

“7. It is important to note that FBN’s
credit and risk team verified and
approved all contracts and invoices due to
the contractors engaged for the
development and operations of the oil
mining lease and made payments directly
to these contractors and service
providers.

”The allegations of a diversion of the
monies advanced to GHL are therefore
befuddling and without merit as payment
were made by FBN directly to service
providers after vetting and approval by its
credit and risk teams — At the end of the
day, FBN became a conflicted lender, risk
manager and operator at the same time
when it got involved in vetting,
approving and paying all invoices. At the
same time, FBN also approved and later
appointed a CFO for GHL, taking full
responsibility for all financial
disbursements.

“8. It is important to also mention that the
oil block is over 75 kilometres offshore
Nigeria, with a Floating Production
Storage and Offloading (“FPSO”) that
requires transportation and logistics
support with over 250 personnel on the
FPSO and the associated submersible rig.
This has involved heavy logistics
planning with over 500 helicopter sorties,
engagement of platform supply vessels,
security vessels, mooring vessels, etc.,
which were provided daily over the
course of the last 40 months. All these
expenditures, including food, were
vetted, approved and paid directly by
FBN’s credit and risk teams.

“9. In view of the approval process for the
funds put in place by FBN, and the
payment made directly to contractors and
service providers, the allegation of
diversion contained in some publications
is therefore wicked, malicious, false,
injurious and libellous.

“10. It is important to note that the
disbursed loan of $185 million is not due
for repayment. The loan is still within the
moratorium period as per the Facility and
Tripartite Agreements. The loan is only
due when there are profits to be shared
50:50 from commercial oil production.
”Clearly, there is need for much more
money which FBN has refused to
provide. Instead of performing its role as
a lender who was saved from the abyss,
FBN is trying to bully and force GHL out
of the transaction and take over the oil
bloc, using its directors and other proxies
with this clearly induced crisis.

“11. It is also instructive to note that First
Bank has made no demand for repayment
of the facilities until after the fact a few
days after they lost in court, as they know
that the loan is not due for repayment.

“12. Clearly, FBN is either illiquid, unable or
unwilling to fund the project as agreed after
they had made profits upfront.

“13. GHL is seeking to exercise its options
under the agreement to find new lenders and
partners that can be efficient and cost
effective to save the project for Nigeria,
should FBN remain intransigent. The
Subrogation Agreement contains a clause
that allows GHL to seek for alternative
financing in the likelihood FBN is unable to
provide such financing.

“14. Following FBN’s non-performance
under the terms of the Subrogation
Agreement, GHL was left with no option but
to approach the court to seek injunctive
reliefs and protective orders to secure its
commercial and economic interests and find
resolution via arbitration.

“15.GHL approached the Federal High Court
and after arguments by both sides, obtained
the following injunctions against First Bank
on December 12,2024

“a. An order restraining FBN from
obstructing or preventing GHL from
obtaining or securing loan facilities or
funding necessary for the exploration or
operation of OML 120.

“b. An order restraining FBN from making
any calls or demands, or taking any steps
whatsoever to enforce any security,
receivables, instrument, finance documents
or assets of GHL which have been charged as
security.

“c. An order restraining FBN from
appointing an operator, asset manager or any
person/institution of the same/similar ilk in
respect of OML 120, pending the hearing and
determination of the arbitration proceedings
between GHL and FBN.

“16. Despite the existence of a subsisting
court order, FBN, using the same lawyers
who lost at the Federal High Court presided
over by Justice Allagoa, went to another
judge of coordinate status, during recess
without disclosing the earlier judgement, to
obtain an interim Mareva injunction
restraining GHL and its shareholders from
operating their accounts over a purported and
unfounded debt of $225.8 million. The FBN
had since weaponised the Mareva injunction
which it procured on December 30, 2024, to
confuse the public and befuddle the issues. A
clear abuse of the court process. This
impunity is now back before the Federal
High Court, Lagos.

“We believe that sooner or later, justice will
beserved.”



Netws

& www.newdailyprime.news

&he New Daily Prime

Uneasy calm over omission of Lagos-Calabar
coastal road from 2025 budget ByGhenga Oluranti Olaleye

_ LAGOS - CALABAR
* HIGHWAY PROJECT

here is growing concern over the
omission of the Lagos-Calabar
Coastal Road from the 2025
budget proposal presented to the

National Assembly by President Bola
Ahmed Tinubu.

The project, which has been a
cornerstone of President Tinubu’s
infrastructure plans and has sparked
significant debate since its inception last
year, was expected to cost approximately
N16 trillion.

The project’s omission from the budget
has raised questions about its funding.
Initially, the federal government
indicated that it would be financed
through a public-private partnership
(PPP) arrangement.

In February 2024, the Federal Executive
Council (FEC) approved a N1.07 trillion
contract for the construction of the first
phase of the project, which includes a
47.47-kilometre dual carriageway with
five lanes on each side and a train track
running down the middle.

In his statement, Minister for Works and
Housing, David Umahi, clarified that the
FEC had approved the procurement of
the project under the Engineering,
Procurement, Construction and
Financing (EPC+F) model in favour of
High Tech Construction African Limited.
He further revealed that efforts had been
made to secure funding, although
challenges persisted.

Umahi noted that the ministry had
approached President Tinubu for
additional support, requesting that the
federal government fund the first phase
of the project, which runs from Ahmadu
Bello Way in Lagos to the Lekki Deep
Seaport. The President approved this
request, and the procurement of the first
47.47-kilometre section was successfully
secured under a contract valued at
N1.067 trillion.

Despite these developments, the source
of funding for the project remains
unclear, as it was notably absent from the
2025 budget proposal. This omission has
led to further concerns, particularly as the

Federal Ministry of Works received a
total capital allocation of N1.07
trillion in the budget, which raises the
possibility that funds for the coastal
road may need to be reallocated from
other critical infrastructure projects.

BudgIT, a civic-tech organisation
known for its work in promoting
transparency in public finance, has
raised alarm over the omission. In a
statement released via its X handle,
BudgIT warned that the absence of the
Lagos-Calabar Coastal Road from the
budget could result in a reallocation of
funds from other important projects,
potentially undermining the integrity
of the budget and hindering its
effectiveness.

BudgIT’s Communications
Associate, Nancy Odimegwu,
expressed concern, stating, “This
omission implies that if funding for
this project materialises, it will likely
necessitate reallocating funds from
other critical projects, potentially
hindering their implementation and
impacting the budget’s credibility.”

The organisation also criticised
aspects of the 2025 budget,
particularly the lack of detailed
breakdowns for some ministries,
departments, and agencies (MDAsS).
BudgIT noted that in previous years,
the National Assembly had inserted
numerous projects into the budget,
often without proper planning or
alignment with the country’s long-

term development priorities. In 2021,
for instance, 5,601 capital projects
were added during the National
Assembly’s review of the
Appropriation Bill. This figure rose
to 6,462 in 2022 and a staggering
7,447 in 2024, amounting to N2.24
trillion in additional costs.

While the National Assembly has the
constitutional authority to modify the
executive’s proposed budget, BudgIT
emphasised that such modifications
often distort the original intent of the
budget and undermine its long-term
effectiveness.

The organisation called for greater
responsibility from lawmakers to
ensure that the national budget serves
the country’s development goals,
rather than being shaped by short-
term or narrow interests.

Ahead of the budget review, BudgIT
urged lawmakers to prioritise the
national interest, ensuring that the
approved budget stimulates
economic activity, fosters
macroeconomic stability, and
promotes equitable development
across Nigeria.

The group also stressed the need for
the budget to address the needs of the
country’s most vulnerable
populations, particularly in terms of
poverty alleviation and social equity.
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17 years old arrested for defiling neighbour’s

eight-year-old daughter

o

he Ogun State Police Command

has detained 17-year-old Jamiu

Adebayo for allegedly defiling his
neighbour’s 8-year-old daughter in the
Aregbe neighbourhood of the state
capital, Abeokuta.
New Daily Prime obtained information
indicating that the defendant lured the
survivor into his parents’ living room,
instructed her to undress, and then
sexually assaulted her.
The leadership confirmed the incident,
stating that they were conducting a
thorough investigation to ascertain the
circumstances of the crime and that they
had arrested the suspect.
Omolola Odutola, the spokeswoman for
the Oyo State Policy Command, said on
Sunday that the survivor’s mother, who
was only known as Olabode, was not
home when neighbours called to report
that her daughter’s private areas were
leaking blood. She noted that the
survivor initially claimed that her
parents’ neighbours had caused the
injuries.

By New Daily Prime

Olabode told the police that she was
horrified and terrified when she
arrived at the scene and saw blood
streaming from her daughter’s
intimate areas. Our correspondent
discovered that all attempts to
persuade the girl to reveal the cause of
the bleeding had been unsuccessful,
as she insisted on providing the same
justification she had given to her
neighbours: that a stick had injured
her private areas.

After more coercion and duress, the
survivor allegedly told her mother
that a 17-year-old Adebayo who lived
in the next block had raped her.
According to the command, the
survivor admitted that the suspect had
enticed her into their living room,
where he allegedly climbed on top of
her and sexually assaulted her.
According to Odutola, “The suspect
told the survivor to change into
another pair of pants after bringing
her to their bathroom to clean the
blood.” Additionally, he persuaded
her to lie by claiming that a stick had

injured her private areas.

Investigators quickly acted and
captured the culprit. We have sent
medical paperwork to the victim and
her mother for assessment and
documentation. There are now
preliminary investigations underway
Similarly, the police command
detained Hassan Wasiu, 55, in
September for allegedly raping his
neighbour’s 13-year-old daughter at
his flat on Falowo Street, Makun, in
the state’s Sagamu region.
According to the allegations, the
defendant had enticed the survivor
into entering his room in order to
defile her. Before being taken to the
Olabisi Onabanjo University
Teaching Hospital in Sagamu for
medical treatment, the New Daily
Prime gathered that the survivor was
bleeding excessively.
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Nigeria’s crude oil production rises -

OPEC Report

ata sourced from the newly

released Monthly Oil Market

Report (MOMR) by the
Organisation of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC) indicated that
Nigeria’s daily average oil production
rose by 152, 000 barrels per day last
November.
The OPEC MOMR for December 2024
revealed that the country’s production,
including condensates rose by 11 per
cent, from 1.333 million barrels in
October to 1.486 million in November
2024,
The analysis puts the daily increase to
152, 000b/d and about one million barrels
increase between October and November
last year.
This is as the Nigerian Upstream
Petroleum Regulatory Commission
(NUPRC) in its latest oil production data,
indicated that on a month-on-month
basis, daily average oil output in
December 2024, declined by 1.35 per
cent from 1.690 million barrels per day
recorded in November 2024, to
1.667mbpd.
Data from the Commission also indicated

By Dave Oludare Oso

that daily peak oil
production in
December 2024 was
1.79mbpd while the
lowest daily production
was 1.57mbpd.
Cumulatively, oil
output in December
2024, was 51.69
million barrels, a
marginal increase of
1.9 per cent when
compared to 50.71
million barrels
produced in November 2024.

Further analysis of the data showed
that the highest oil output in
December 2024 was recorded at
Forcados Terminal at 8.49 million
barrels followed by Bonny Terminal,
7.78 million barrels and Qua Iboe,
4.15 million barrels.

The data showed without condensate,
daily oil production was 1.484
million, indicating that Nigeria,
again, failed to meet its oil production
quota of 1.5mbpd allotted to it by
OPEC.

The December 2024 average daily oil

output also means that Nigeria failed
to meet the 1.7mbpd benchmark set
for the 2024 budget all through the
year.

NUPRC data on daily average
production showed that oil
production including condensate in
January 2024 was 1.64mbpd;
February, 1.53mbpd; March,
1.44mbpd; April, 1.45mbpd; May,
1.47mbpd; June, 1.50mbpd; July,
1.53mbpd; August, 1.57mbpd;
September, 1.54mbpd, October,
1.54mbpd; November, 1.69mbpd;
and December, 1.67mbpd.

2024 fire outbreaks cost Nigeria over
N67bn,100 lives, says FFS By Friday omosola

he Federal Fire Service (FFS) has
revealed that fire incidents across
Nigeria in 2024 resulted in
property losses estimated at N67.1 billion
and claimed over 100 lives.
This was disclosed by the Controller
General of the Service, Abdulganiyu Jaji,
during a press conference at the FFS
headquarters in Abuja.
Jaji further noted that despite the losses,
the Service saved property valued at
N1.94 trillion during the year.
He added that the Service saved over
30,890 lives.
Jaji further highlighted the increased risk
of fire outbreaks during the harmattan
season, attributing this to low humidity.
He urged fuel station operators, petrol
tanker drivers, gas refilling stations, and
the general public to strictly adhere to
safety protocols and guidelines to
prevent further tragedies.

Outlining the
Service’s plans for
2025, Jaji pledged to
enhance operations
through strategic
initiatives, improved
efficiency, and the
adoption of advanced
technologies,
including the National
Fire Detection and
Alarm System
(NAFDAS) and the
N-Alert fire alarm
app.

He also appreciated
President Bola Tinubu
for approving the procurement of
state-of-the-art firefighting
equipment and the modernization of
the National Fire Academy.
Additionally, Jaji called on Nigerians

to support the repeal and re-
enactment of the Fire Service Act of
1963, noting that such reforms would
strengthen the Service’s capacity for
effective service



Politics

& www.newdailyprime.news

&he New Daily Prime

Edo Election Tribunal to begin full hearing on
Ighodalo vs Okpebholo case Wednesday By Friday Omosola

he Edo State Governorship
Election Petition Tribunal has
scheduled full hearings for
Wednesday, January 15, 2025, on the
petition filed by Asue Ighodalo and the
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP).
The petition challenges the declaration of
Governor Monday Okpebholo of the All
Progressives Congress (APC) as the
winner of the September 21, 2024,
gubernatorial election.
The New Daily Prime earlier reported
that Farouk Adamu, the Independent
National Electoral Commission (INEC)
returning officer declared Okpebholo a a
winner.
Adamu said Okpebholo, a serving
senator at that time scored 291,667 votes
to defeat his closest rival, Ighodalo who
polled 247,274 votes.
The hearing adjournment came after
INEC and Governor Okpebholo, the 1st
and 2nd respondents in the case, filed an
application requesting a postponement.
Ighodalo and the PDP are disputing
INEC’s declaration of Okpebholo as the
winner of the election.
The tribunal, presided over by Justice

Wilfred Kpochi, had initially
adjourned proceedings on December
21, 2024, to Monday, January 13,
2025, after completing pre-hearing
sessions.

However, at Monday’s resumed
sitting in Benin City, the tribunal’s
Assistant Secretary, Dayo Dahunsi,
presented a fresh application from the
respondents requesting a further
adjournment to Wednesday.

The application cited the lead counsel
for the respondents’ prior
commitment to appear before the
Supreme Court on Tuesday, January
14, 2025, for a case scheduled for a
definite hearing.

Although the petitioners’ counsel,
Oladipo Oshinowo, representing lead
counsel Ken Mozia, expressed
readiness to proceed, he did not
oppose the adjournment.

Josephine Ogagaworia, representing
the APC, the 3rd respondent, also did
not object to the postponement.
Following the submissions, Justice
Kpochi adjourned the case to
Wednesday.

The hearing is expected to address the
petitioners’ grievances and the
respondents’ defence over the
September 2024 governorship
electionresults.

Minister says Seyi Tinubu is qualified to
be Lag'os governor By Gbenga Oluranti Olaleye

he Minister for Youth

Development, Ayodele

Olawande, has weighed in on
growing speculation that Seyi Tinubu,
the son of President Bola Tinubu, may
run for the governorship of Lagos State in
2027.
During an appearance on the Mic On
podcast, Olawande affirmed that Seyi
Tinubu is fully qualified to seek the
position.
In his remarks, Olawande stated, “He’s
not too young to become a governor,”
highlighting the readiness and capability
of the President’s son to take on such a
significantrole.
Olawande also praised Seyi Tinubu’s
qualifications, describing him as a well-
trained young man who has made
considerable contributions to the
development of other young people long
before his father ascended to the

presidency.

“He is committed to leadership and
willing to ensure that things work for
Nigeria,” the minister added,
underscoring Seyi Tinubu’s
dedication to public service.

The comments come amid increasing
speculation and rumors that Seyi
Tinubu could contest the
governorship seat of Lagos State in
2027, a position once held by his
father from 1999 to 2007.

These rumors gained further traction
in 2024 after the Coalition of Nigerian
Youth Leaders (CONYL) and other
groups publicly endorsed him for the
role.

However, Olawande was quick to
clarify that Seyi Tinubu has not been
involved in the campaigns or made
any public statements about his
intentions.

“Seyi is not the one engineering the
campaign to become the next
governor of Lagos State,” he
emphasised.

Despite the minister’s remarks, the
question of Seyi Tinubu’s potential
political future remains an intriguing
topic of conversation as Lagos State
gears up for the next election cycle.
As of now, the young Tinubu has yet
to address the swirling rumors
directly.
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2027: No political alliance with Atiku, El-Rufai,

says SDP Chairman

he Social Democratic Party (SDP)

has described as untrue,

speculations about a possible
alliance with Atiku Abubakar, the 2023
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP)
presidential candidate and Nasir El-
Rufai, the former governor of Kaduna
State, ahead ofthe 2027 general elections
The National Chairman of the party,
Shehu Gabam disclosed this during an
interview on “Politics Tonight”, a
programme on Television Continental.
Gabam emphasised that the SDP’s
primary focus remains on building its
structures and offering Nigerians
credible alternatives.
On his interactions with El1-Rufai, Gabam
described the former governor as a
notable figure whose influence has stirred
concerns among political players.
However, he distanced the SDP from any

By Friday Omosola

political ties with him, stating, “El-
Rufai is a major force, but my
relationship with him is personal, not
political. Some individuals
exaggerate his presence to generate
unnecessary controversies.”

He criticised the failures of both the
All Progressives Congress (APC) and
PDP, urging Nigerians to demand
transparency and accountability from
the administration of President Bola
Tinubu.

Expressing concerns over the current
administration’s policies, Gabam
highlighted the disconnect between
the government and the struggles of
ordinary Nigerians.

He pointed to the rising cost of living,
food insecurity, and transportation
challenges as pressing issues.

He further condemned the President’s

reliance on advisers who, he claimed,
fail to present an accurate reflection
ofthe nation’s struggles.

Gabam also accused the federal
government of using state institutions
to intimidate critics, citing his
experience of having his security
details withdrawn without
explanation.

The SDP chairman urged the federal
government to reconsider its policies,
particularly those that negatively
impact the welfare of citizens.
Reaffirming the SDP’s commitment
to providing viable alternatives,
Gabam said, “Our competition is
legitimate and within the law. We are
focused on addressing the issues that
matter most to Nigerians and offering
solutions that reflect their realities.”
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Tinubu ascended to power through manipulation

Sa,ys Sowore By Gbenga Oluranti Olaleye

moyele Sowore,
the presidential
candidate for the

African Action Congress
(AAC), has once again
raised concerns about the
legitimacy of President
Bola Ahmed Tinubu’s
ascent to power.

In a candid interview on
VOP TV, Sowore
accused Tinubu of
securing his position
through manipulation,
rather than a legitimate
electoral process,
claiming that the 2023
general elections were
tainted with
irregularities.

“The Nigerian people did not elect
Tinubu,” Sowore stated, asserting that
the president’s victory was the result of a
process “riddled with vote allocation”
orchestrated by the Independent National
Electoral Commission (INEC).

Sowore’s remarks have reignited the
ongoing debate over the credibility of the
2023 elections and whether they truly
reflected the will of the people.

In his strong criticism of Tinubu’s
presidency, Sowore pointed to the
administration’s defensiveness,
suggesting that those who are genuinely
supported by the people do not need to
fear criticism.

“If you are legitimately the leader of the
people and you are working for them,
why will you be worried about
criticism?” he questioned.

“This is the behaviour of a leadership that
knows its foundation is compromised.”
Sowore’s comments came in response to
statements made by Felix Morka, the
publicity secretary of the ruling All
Progressives Congress (APC), who had
recently warned Peter Obi, the Labour
Party’s 2023 presidential candidate, over
his continued criticism of the Tinubu
administration.

Obi had condemned the state of the
country under Tinubu’s leadership,
pointing to the worsening political,
economic, and security conditions as
evidence of the government’s failure.
Morka’s response, which suggested that

Obi “has it coming to him,” was
dismissed by Sowore as part of a
broader pattern of defensive
leadership that silences critics
through threats and insults.

“This has been the nature of defensive
leadership in Nigeria,” Sowore
remarked.

“Instead of solving problems, they
hire people skilled in insults to silence
critics.”

Sowore, a long-time advocate for
justice and democracy, has been vocal
about the flaws in Nigeria’s political
system.

During the interview, he reiterated his
belief that the 2023 elections were not
a true reflection of the people’s will,
but rather an exercise in “vote
allocation” facilitated by INEC. He
further criticised the role of the
electoral body, accusing it of selecting
leaders rather than allowing Nigerians
to freely choose their representatives.
“What we witnessed in 2023 wasn’t
an election; it was an exercise in vote
allocation,” he declared.

Sowore’s comments align with
widespread concerns raised by both
local and international observers, who
criticised the elections for their lack of
transparency. Issues such as logistical
failures, voter intimidation, and
discrepancies in result transmission
cast doubt on the process’s credibility.
Sowore also questioned the priorities
of Tinubu’s administration, accusing
the president of focusing on silencing

dissent instead of addressing the
country’s numerous challenges. He
expressed concern over the
government’s apparent preference
for employing individuals to issue
threats and insults rather than
tackling critical issues such as
insecurity, economic instability, and
healthcare deficiencies.

“Why would a president prioritise
hiring people to attack critics instead
of solving the problems Nigerians
face daily?” Sowore asked.

“This approach reveals a government
that is out of touch with its people.”
The broader context of Sowore’s
remarks reflects ongoing concerns
about Nigeria’s democratic
trajectory. Since the return to civilian
rule in 1999, the country has faced
persistent allegations of electoral
fraud and vote manipulation, leading
to widespread disillusionment among
the populace.

Many Nigerians remain sceptical of
the country’s democratic institutions,
and the 2023 elections did little to
alleviate these concerns.
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NAHCON selects four airlines for 2025 Hajj
Operations By Friday Omosola

[

he Federal Government (FG) has

approved four airlines to serve as

air carriers for Nigerian pilgrims
participating in the 2025 Hajj.

In a statement issued on Sunday, the
Executive Chairman of the National Hajj
Commission of Nigeria (NAHCON),
Abdullahi Usman, revealed that the
selected airlines were chosen from 11
companies that applied for the role.

The approved airlines are Air Peace Ltd.,
Fly-Nas (a Saudi Arabian airline), Max
Air,and UMZA Aviation Services Ltd.

Usman explained that the selection
process involved a rigorous screening
carried out by a 32-member Aviation
Screening Committee inaugurated by
NAHCON on November 26,2024.

The committee included representatives
from various organizations, including the
State Pilgrims’ Welfare Boards, Nigerian
Civil Aviation Authority (NCAA),
Federal Airports Authority of Nigeria
(FAAN), Nigerian Airspace
Management Agency (NAMA),
Nigerian Meteorological Agency

Fit\ &

(NIMET), and Nigerian Safety
Investigation Bureau (NSIB).

Other committee members were
drawn from the Nigerian Customs
Service (NCS), Independent Corrupt
Practices Commission (ICPC), and
NAHCON Board members
representing each geopolitical zone.
Additionally, officials from
NAHCON’s departments of Aviation,
Procurement, Legal, Internal Audit,
and Special Duties participated in the
screening process.

Usman also announced that three
excess cargo carriers—Aglow
Aviation Support Services Ltd,
Cargozeal Technology Ltd, and
Qualla Investment Ltd—were
approved to handle additional
logistics for the pilgrimage.

He congratulated the successful
companies and urged them to deliver
on their commitments to ensure a
seamless Hajj experience for
pilgrims.

In a related development, Usman
signed the 2025 Hajj Memorandum of

/
o/ ”
Understanding (MoU) on behalf of

the Nigerian government with the
Saudi Ministry of Hajj and Umrah.

The ceremony, held in Jeddah, Saudi
Arabia, formalized Nigeria’s
participation in the 2025 Hajj.

The Saudi government was
represented by the Deputy Minister
of Hajj and Umrah, Dr. Abdulfatah
Masahat.

The New Daily Prime earlier reported
that Kano State Governor, Abba
Yusuf called on the FG to reduce the
cost of the 2025 Hajj, citing the
ongoing economic challenges faced
by Nigerians.

The governor made the appeal during
a ceremony hosted by the Kano State
Pilgrims Welfare Board to distribute
a N375 million refund to pilgrims
who performed the 2023 Hayjj.
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How to maintain a good battery health for
your Windows PC. By Eyitayo Jemimah Ajayi

Windows PC portability is only
as good as its battery life. Over
time, batteries degrade, holding
less charge than when they were
While some degradation is inevitable,
you can take steps to maximize your
Windows PC battery’s lifespan.
This article outlines practical tips to
maintain good battery health for your
Windows PC
1.Battery Charging Habits:
eAvoid Deep Discharges: Regularly
draining your battery to 0% can put stress

on it. Try to keep the charge level above
20%.

eDon’t constantly keep itat 100%: While
not as detrimental as deep discharges,
consistently keeping your laptop plugged
in at 100% can also accelerate battery
degradation.

Unplug it occasionally to let the battery
discharge a bit. Some manufacturers
offer battery management software that
optimizes charging patterns.

2.Extreme heat and cold can negatively
impact battery health.

e Ventilation: Ensure proper ventilation
around your laptop to prevent

overheating. Avoid placing it on soft
surfaces like beds or pillows, which
can block airflow.

eStorage: If you’re not using your
laptop for an extended period, store it
in a cool, dry place with a partially
charged battery (around 50%)

3.Manage Background Processes and
Startup Programs:

Many applications run in the
background or launch automatically
at startup, consuming resources and
battery power.

eTask Manager (Ctrl+Shift+Esc):
Use Task Manager to identify
resource-intensive processes and
close unnecessary ones.

e Startup Apps: Disable programs that
automatically launch when Windows
starts. This can be done through Task
Manager (Startup tab) or in the
application’s settings.

4. Adjust Display Settings:Your
screen is one of the biggest power
consumers.

eReduce Brightness: Lowering the
screen brightness significantly
extends battery life. Use the function
keys on your keyboard or adjust it
through Windows settings.

e Shorten Screen Timeout: Configure
your display to turn off automatically
after a short period of inactivity. This
prevents unnecessary power drain
when you’re not using the computer.

5. Check Battery Health Reports:

Windows has a built-in tool to
generate a battery report.

e Command Prompt:

Open Command Prompt as
administrator and type powercfg
/battery report and press Enter.

This will create an HTML report in
your user folder that provides details
about your battery’s capacity and
usage history.

By following these tips, you can
significantly prolong the life of your
Windows PC battery and enjoy
longer periods of unplugged use.
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Gaming 101:Top tier processors for

mobile gaming

obile gaming encounter:
Experiencing frequent lags
or glitches while playing

mobile games? Your phone’s processor
might be struggling to keep up. Not all
smartphones are designed for
demanding gaming experiences.
Mobile gaming has exploded in
popularity, demanding increasingly
powerful hardware to deliver smooth,
high-fidelity experiences.

At the forefront of this evolution are
smartphones equipped with top-tier
processors, offering unparalleled
performance for demanding games.

The key features of top-tier Mobile
Processors include High-Performance
Cores. These powerful cores are
designed to handle the most demanding
tasks, such as rendering complex
graphics and running Al-powered game

By Eyitayo Jemimah Ajayi

W

features.

These cores also have to be efficient
1.e optimize power consumption for
everyday tasks and background
processes, ensuring long battery life
even during intense gaming
sessions.

The Advanced Graphics Processing
Units (GPUs) also play an important
role in the Processor’s power.
Powerful GPUs are crucial for
rendering smooth, high-resolution
graphics at fast frame rates,
delivering a truly immersive gaming
experience.

Key features to consider when
purchasing a new gaming device
include advanced processing power
and robust connectivity.

Al Processing Units (APUs),

dedicated AI processors,
accelerate Al-powered features
such as real-time object
detection, advanced character
animations, and intelligent game
Al

Furthermore, seamless gameplay
is ensured by integrating cutting-
edge connectivity options like
5G, Wi-Fi 6E, and Bluetooth 5.0,
minimizing lag even in
demanding network
environments.

Top-Tier Processors currently
dominating the phone market for
mobile gaming

Qualcomm Snapdragon 8 Gen 2:

Qualcomm’s latest flagship
processor boasts significant
performance gains, improved
power efficiency, and enhanced
Al capabilities, making it a top
choice for gaming enthusiasts.

MediaTek Dimensity 9000+:
MediaTek’s flagship processor
delivers exceptional
performance, advanced Al
capabilities, and impressive power
efficiency, offering a compelling
alternative to Qualcomm’s
offerings.

Apple A-series Processors:

Found exclusively in iPhones,
Apple’s A-series processors are
renowned for their unmatched
performance per watt, delivering a
smooth and efficient gaming
experience.

For serious mobile gamers,
choosing a smartphone with a top-
tier processor is crucial for the best
possible experience. These
powerful processors deliver
exceptional performance, stunning
visuals, and smooth gameplay,
elevating the mobile gaming
experience to new heights.
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Monday Motivation to kickstart

your week

onday Motivation:There is a
real magic in enthusiasm. It
spells the difference between

mediocrity and accomplishment. —
Norman Vincent Peale

Mondays are the start of the new week
expected to ooze with all manner of
positivity. However, most workers see
Monday as the most dreadful day of the
week. With this in mind, they are filled
with negative energy for anew week.
This is the perfect time to energize your
team and remind them of the exciting
opportunities that lie ahead.

In this article, I have gathered
motivational and relatable quotes to help
motivate you for a new week. It is no
cliché that if your Monday starts right,
the other days of the week will go well.

In the limelight of Jay Shetty, a lot of us
were beyond inspired. We were moved to
take on big dreams and big steps.

Why Monday Motivation Matters
Monday Motivation jumpstarts
productivity. A strong start on Monday
sets the stage for a more productive week.
Also, it helps boost morale. Positive
reinforcement combats the “Monday
blues” and elevates team spirit.

It’s no doubt that Monday Motivation
encourages goal setting. Motivational
quotes inspire employees to focus on
their goals with renewed enthusiasm.
How to Motivate Employees on
Mondays

Motivational quotes are great but they’re
not magical. You have to lay a foundation
before introducing motivational quotes.
If not, your motivational quotes will end
up being empty and without essence.
*Kickstart the day with Morning Huddle:
Start the day with a brief team meeting to
celebrate wins and set weekly goals.
*Recognize efforts: Acknowledge and
appreciate employees for their
contributions.

*Share positive stories: Kick off the week
with an inspiring news story or anecdote.
Monday Motivation to boost employee
morale:

“Mondays are the start of new beginnings
52 times ayear!” —David Dweck

“The future depends on what you do
today.” —Mahatma Gandhi

“Start where you are. Use what you have.
Do what you can.” — Arthur Ashe

By Eyitayo Jemimah Ajayi

“Start by doing what’s
necessary, then what’s

possible; and suddenly

you are doing the
impossible.” — St. Francis

of Assisi

“Throw yourself into

some work you believe in

with all your heart, live for

it, die for it, and you will

find happiness that you

had thought could never

be yours.” — Dale

Carnegie

Monday Quotes for Productivity:
“Success is the sum of small efforts,
repeated day in and day out.” — Robert
Collier

“Without hustle, talent will only carry
you so far.” — Gary Vaynerchuk

“It’s not about having time. It’s about
making time.” — Unknown

“Make each day your masterpiece.” —
John Woode

“The best way to get something done
isto begin.” — Unknown

“It’s not about money or connection
— it’s the willingness to outwork and
outlearn everyone.” — Mark Cuban,
American investor

For Teamwork & Collaboration:

“The strength of the team is each
individual member.” — Phil Jackson
“Great things in business are never
done by one person. They’re done by
ateam of people.” —Steve Jobs
“Alone we can do so little; together
we can do so much.” —Helen Keller
“None of us is as smart as all of us.” —
Ken Blanchard

For Overcoming Challenges:

“The only limit to our realization of
tomorrow is our doubts of today.” —
Franklin D. Roosevelt

“Failure is simply the opportunity to
begin again, this time more
intelligently.” —Henry Ford

“Don’t let yesterday take up too much
oftoday.” — Will Rogers

“Believe you can and you’re halfway
there.” —Theodore Roosevelt
“Strength doesn’t come from what
you can do. It comes from
overcoming the things you once
thought you couldn’t.” —Rikki Rogers

|
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“Whatever the mind of man can
conceive and believe, it can achieve.”
—Napoleon Hill

Monday Motivation for Setting
Goals:

“Setting goals is the first step in
turning the invisible into the visible.”
—Tony Robbins

“A goal without a plan is just a wish.”
—Antoine de Saint-Exupéry

“The secret of getting ahead is getting
started.” —Mark Twain

“You don’t have to be great to start,
but you have to start to be great.” —
Zig Ziglar

“Dream big. Start small. Act now.” —
Robin Sharma

“Limitations live only in our minds.
But if we use our imaginations, our
possibilities become limitless.” —
Jamie Paolinetti

Monday Motivation to take charge
now!

You miss 100% of the shots you don’t
take.” — Wayne Gretzky

“Action is the foundational key to all
success.” —Pablo Picasso

“The best way to predict the future is
to create it.” — Peter Drucker

“Do one thing every day that scares
you.” — Eleanor Roosevelt

“It’s not whether you get knocked
down, it’s whether you get up.” —
Vince Lombardi

“You can’t cross the sea merely by
standing and staring at the water.” -
Rabindranath Tagore

You can have these quotes on sticky
notes on your laptop, notepads, tables
and walls just to keep you in check.
Happy Monday! The weekend is
almost here.
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Three cancer hospitals to be ready

in May

rof. Muhammad Pate, the

Coordinating Minister of Health

and Social Welfare, has revealed
that three out of the six major cancer
health facilities approved will be
commissioned in May.
Prof. Pate disclosed this on Monday
during Channels Television’s Sunrise
Daily, stating that six major cancer health
facilities, equipped with advanced
technology, were approved by President
Bola Tinubu last year, marking a first of
its kind.
“So that those who are suffering from
cancer, that is the high level of care that is
needed, it is a tertiary service. We will
have the linear accelerators, the
brachytherapy, and other diagnostic
equipment to allow them to afford good
quality cancer care in Nigeria in those six
facilities,” Prof Pate said.
He further mentioned that about 10
additional major cancer diagnostic
centers were launched across the country
five months ago by the Federal
Government.

— PrOf. Pa @ By Eyitayo Jemimah Ajayi

According to Prof Pate noted that in
the past 201 tertiary facilities have
undergone infrastructural upgrades
and received new equipment,
including Magnetic Resonance
Imaging (MRI) scanners, Computed
Tomography (CT) scanners, and
anesthesia machines.

We are going to do more in 2025, but
the human resources and the training
of that also is an important element;
that goes beyond the primary health
care, and the Federal Government is
investing init.”

While recounting their achievements,
he said “We have expanded the
federal facilities. In the last year, the
Federal Medical Centre, Epe, in
Lagos, (there is a) new one in Ekiti,
and the President just approved a new
Federal Teaching Hospital in Akure,
Federal Medical Centre in Southern
Kaduna, in Kafanchan.”

“(There is an) upgrade of hospitals in
Nasarawa, the specialist hospital in
Keffi is now a teaching hospital, and

the Federal University of Health
Sciences, Azare, has a teaching
hospital, which was upgraded by this
President.”

Additionally, he noted, “So we are
expanding the tertiary hospitals’
capacity in Nigeria because, for a
very long time, the capacity that we
had when we were 150 million people
is literally what we still have when we
are about 230 million people. So,
we’re expanding that, it’s not enough,
but we need to do that.”

Laﬁ?s support families of fallen heros
with free medical care sy Esitayo semiman ajayi

remembrance day in Nigeria, the Lagos

state Government announced the
provision of free medical care for the
families of military officers who lost their
lives during service with other supports.
During the Interdenominational Divine
Service held yesterday at the Chapel of
Christ the Light, Alausa, Ikeja, to celebrate
the 2025 Armed Forces Remembrance
Day, Governor Babajide Sanwo-Olu urged
residents to honour the sacrifice laid by the
nation’s fallen heroes.
Governor Sanwo-Olu said this day marks
the reflection of the legacy of the gallant
officers and their selfless service to the
nation, which birthed development, and he
urged Lagosians to emulate selflessness.
Governor Sanwo-Olu, who was
represented by the Secretary to the State
Government, Barr. Abimbola Salu-
Hundeyin, stressed inclusive policy and
citizen action that fosters growth and
development for all.

In marking the fallen heros

“We owe it to our heroes to sustain their
vision by extending a helping hand to
those in need and creating opportunities
forall,” he said.

While expressing gratitude to the
legacy made by the fallen heroes,
Governor Sanwo-Olu noted that their
sacrifices are immeasurable.

While acknowledging the commitment
of the state government to the legacy
left behind, he outlined initiatives that
will improve the lives of Lagos
residents and the families of fallen
heroes.

Among the initiatives is the provision
of free medical healthcare to families of
fallen heroes in government-owned
hospitals, among other packages.
“These efforts are deliberate,” Sanwo-
Olu noted. “We are not only
remembering these heroes in words but
ensuring their families feel supported
and cared for, even in their absence.

”He revealed key projects achieved

aimed at easing the lives of residents,
including the commissioning of over
25 bridges and road networks in recent
weeks, with more projects set for
completion soon.

The Lagos state government seeks
collaboration from individuals, non-
governmental organisations, and
public-spirited entities to further
improve the standard of living for the
families of fallen heroes.

Very Rev’d Oladapo Emmanuel
Daramola, Presbyter and Cathedral
Administrator of the Methodist
Cathedral of Peace and Excellence,
Opebi, during his sermon titled
Remembering the Faithful Heroes, he
highlighted the significance of faith
steward.

Attendees included the Lagos State
Executive Council, permanent
secretaries, military and paramilitary
officers, among others.
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Australian DJ, Courtne
falling from apartment

ourtney Mills, a renowned DJ

and model, has tragically

passed away at 37, following a
devastating fall from a balcony while
vacationing in Bali.
The popular entertainer, known for
her magnetic stage presence and
passion for music, was in Kuta,
visiting her two dogs, according to
reports.
Despite quick medical intervention
and multiple surgeries, doctors could
not save Courtney, leaving her family,
friends, and fans in mourning.
Her sudden death has sent
shockwaves through the
entertainment community, where she
was celebrated for her talent and
vibrant personality.
Tragic incident in bali
Courtney’s accident occurred while
she was enjoying a holiday in Bali, a
destination she frequently visited.
The fall left her with critical injuries,
and she was rushed to the hospital for
emergency treatment. Medical teams
worked tirelessly, performing several
surgeries to try to save her life.
However, the injuries proved fatal,
and she passed away, surrounded by
love and heartbreak.
Family pays emotional tribute
Her mother, Diane Mayne, described
Courtney as a radiant and loving soul.
In a statement to Nine News, Diane
said, “She was beautiful, big-hearted,
happy, and go-lucky.” Diane’s words
reflected the deep loss her family feels
and the joy Courtney brought into
their lives
Courtney’s sister, Kiani, also spoke
about her sister’s legacy. In an
interview with the Herald Sun, she
shared how the family has found
comfort in remembering Courtney’s
remarkable life. “The most beautiful
thing we have been able to do for the
last couple of days is sit and reminisce
about the incredible life that she lived
and how full her life was,” Kiani said.

Kiani highlighted Courtney’s
unmatched dedication to her craft.
She shared how her sister would go to
great lengths to pursue her passion for

DlJing. “She would drive hours and hours
just to DJ for one hour. She would fly
across the country to do the job she loved
so passionately,” Kiani explained. “To
her, it wasn’t a job; it was a life. Being
behind those decks was her sense of
freedom, and we got to see her light up
rooms.”

Life filled with music and love

Courtney Mills was a powerhouse on
stage, known for her electrifying energy
and ability to connect with audiences.
Whether performing at major music
festivals or intimate venues, she brought
the same level of enthusiasm and
passion.

Her love for music was evident in every
set she played, and her performances left
lasting impressions on fans.

Friends and colleagues have taken to
social media to express their grief and
share memories of Courtney. Many have
described her as a kind and genuine
person who always brought positivity
wherever she went.

Community mourns a bright star

Mills dies after
alcony By..Ifet.lalflola

Joseph Fayomi
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Courtney’s death has sparked an
outpouring of tributes from the
entertainment industry and fans
around the world.

Her dedication, infectious energy,
and warm personality touched

countless lives. From her
electrifying performances to her
down-to-earth interactions with
fans, she left a legacy that will not
be forgotten.

Her passing serves as a reminder of
how fragile life can be. For those
who knew and loved her, Courtney
Mills was more than a DJ or a
model—she was a beacon of light
and joy.

Final goodbye

As family, friends, and fans mourn
her loss, they celebrate the life of a
woman who lived fully and loved
deeply. Courtney’s passion for
music, her dedication to her craft,
and her unwavering positivity will
continue to inspire those she left
behind
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Tonto Dikeh: I'll go extra mile to
pPOteet my family By Ifedamola Joseph Fayomi

igerian actress and
philanthropist Tonto Dikeh
has once again emphasized

her unwavering dedication to her
family’s safety and happiness.

Known for her outspoken personality
and bold statements, Tonto took to
Instagram to share a touching
message about her priorities.

In the heartfelt post, the actress posted
pictures of herself, her son, and a
close family member. The photos
captured a warm and loving moment,
symbolizing her deep commitment to
her family. Alongside the images, she
shared a powerful caption that
resonated with her fans and followers.

“My family over everything,” she
wrote. “You see this, my little tiny
family. I will di@ protecting them
with my life. If they have to prepare
for war, I am ready, too. But I’'m not
stupidly ignorant enough to ignore
their foolishness.”

Message that resonates

Her words highlighted the dual nature
of love and responsibility within
families—an acknowledgement of
imperfections and an unshakable
resolve to stand by them through any
challenge

Tonto’s message struck a chord with
many of her followers, who praised
her fierce devotion to her loved ones.
Fans flooded the comment section
with supportive messages,
commending her strength and
dedication. Some even shared
personal stories of their struggles and
sacrifices for family, turning the post
into a heartwarming exchange.

An advocate for family values

This isn’t the first time Tonto has
spoken openly about her family. Over
the years, she has used her platform to
advocate for the importance of love,
protection, and unity within families.
Her journey as a single mother has
been inspiring and challenging, and
she often reflects on the lessons
learned along the way.

LY
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Tonto Dikeh, a household name in
Nollywood, is known not just for her
acting skills but also for her philanthropic
efforts.

Through her foundation, she has
supported causes ranging from education
to health care, showing her commitment
to making a difference in society.
However, her recent Instagram post
makes it clear that her greatest passion
lies within her own home.

The duality of love and responsibility
Her use of strong, emotional language in
the post—such as “I will di@ protecting
them with my life”—underscored her
fiece loyalty.

She also hinted at the complexities of
family dynamics, acknowledging that
love sometimes requires navigating
difficult situations.

Her statement, “I’m not stupidly ignorant
enough to ignore their foolishness,”
reflects a nuanced understanding of
relationships: love doesn’t mean turning

a blind eye to mistakes but working
through them together.

An inspiring reminder

Tonto’s post serves as a reminder of
the lengths people go to for their
families. It’s a testament to her
character and belief that family is
worth every sacrifice. In a world
often marked by fleeting
commitments, her words stand out
as a declaration of enduring love
and responsibility.

An Influential figure

As fans continue to rally behind her,
Tonto remains an influential figure
who uses her voice to inspire others.

Whether on the screen or through
her personal life, she reminds us all
of the power of family and the
courage it takes to protect what
matters most.
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VeryDarkMan shares struggles with

By Ifedamola Joseph Fayomi

eye problem

ctivist VeryDarkMan, also

known as Martins Otse, has

disclosed his struggle with an
eye condition caused by prolonged
phone use and activism stress.

He attributed the ailment to
prolonged phone usage, a side effect
of his relentless commitment to social
justice and advocacy.

In a candid Instagram post, the
outspoken activist shared how the toll
of fighting for others’ rights has
impacted both his physical health and
personal life.

Otse disclosed that his efforts to bring
attention to societal issues have left
him drained, robbed him of privacy,
and earned him numerous
adversaries.

Despite these challenges, he made it
clear that stepping away from
activism is not an option.

“Bro to bro, people’s problems wan
kpai me on God,” he wrote in a mix of
Pidgin English and English. “I don
dey get eye problems from always
being on the phone. I'm stressed. I
legit don’t even have a private life
anymore.”

The strain of constant advocacy and
activism, Otse noted, has taken him to
a point of no return. Reflecting on the
sacrifices he has made, he expressed
resignation to the adversities he faces,
saying, “Sad part is, I have gone too
deep into it that I can’t turn back. And
the crazy thing is, for everyone I fight
for, I become an enemy to the person |
fight against. Lol. We move.”

Fighting for justice comes ata cost
Martins Otse is no stranger to the
challenges that come with being a
voice for the voiceless. Over the
years, his fearless criticism of societal
injustices has earned him both
admiration and hostility.

His activism often centred on exposing
wrongdoing and advocating for
marginalized communities, has made
him a target for criticism from those on
the receiving end of his campaigns.

The physical toll of his work has become
evident. Spending long hours on his
phone, coordinating efforts, engaging
with followers, and responding to issues,
has resulted in eye strain—a condition he
now has to manage alongside the
emotional burden of his work.

However, Otse’s resolve remains
unwavering. His declaration that quitting
is not an option underscores his
commitment to the causes he champions.

Despite the challenges, he continues to
push forward, drawing strength from the
impact of his work.

Reminder of the human side

VeryDarkMan’s revelation serves as a
poignant reminder of the human side of
activism. While social media often
highlights the achievements of activists,
itrarely shows the sacrifices and personal

costs involved.

Otse’s honesty about his struggles
brings attention to the physical,
emotional, and social challenges
that come with dedicating one’s life
to fighting for justice.

As he continues his journey, his
story resonates with many who
understand the weight of advocacy
work.

For Otse, the road ahead may be
tough, but his determination to
make a difference remains stronger
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Mr. P’s team denies Darkoo’s sabotage
CIaims By Ifedamola Joseph Fayomi

eter Okoye, popularly known
as Mr. P, of the defunct music
group P-Square, has been

accused of sabotage by rising music
star Darkoo.

Her allegations revolve around the
use of P-Square’s song “Gimme Dat”
in her new project. However, Mr. P’s
management, One Management, has
strongly denied the claims, calling
them baseless and malicious.

Last weekend, Darkoo claimed Mr. P
had deliberately obstructed her
musical efforts. She alleged he made
unreasonable demands and created
hurdles in clearing rights for her song,
which sampled one of P-Square’s
iconic hits. But One Management, in
a statement signed by Ayo Oke,
refuted these accusations.

Claims labeled unfounded

The statement suggested Darkoo’s
allegations were aimed at gaining
attention. “While we hesitate to
assume that Darkoo and her team are
deliberately sensationalizing a
professional matter, it appears she is
leveraging the past P-Square dispute
to gain clout and popularity,” the
management said.

They accused her of twisting facts and
maligning Mr. P, who, they claim, had
advised her to follow proper
protocols from the start.

One Management clarified that Mr. P
was only ensuring fairness by
involving all stakeholders in the P-
Square brand, rather than acting as an
obstacle.

“Contrary to her claims, Mr. P wanted
all parties involved in P-Square’s
legacy to be carried along, not just one
person,” the statement read.

Darkoo pressured Mr. P

In a surprising turn, One Management
alleged that it was Darkoo, not Mr. P,
who pushed for a collaboration. They
revealed that she repeatedly
pressured Mr. P to feature on the
remix of her song, hoping to gain his
support.
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Despite her efforts, the project
encountered challenges. According to the
statement, Darkoo sought permission
from an unauthorized entity, which led to
complications

These issues, they said, forced her team
to return to Mr. P for assistance. “After
her initial attempt failed, Darkoo and her
team approached our client to resolve the
problem

Mr. P and his team acted professionally to
address the matter and ensure all
necessary clearances were secured,” the
management explained.

Sudden public outburst

One Management expressed
disappointment at Darkoo’s public
outburst after the situation was resolved.
They noted that when her video was
initially taken down from online
platforms, she privately sought Mr. P’s
help. Once the video was restored, she
turned to social media to accuse him of
sabotage.

“It’s disheartening that Darkoo didn’t
voice concerns about sabotage when the
project faced issues,” the statement said.
“She reached out to Mr. P for solutions,
which he provided. But once the dust
settled, she resorted to baseless

accusations.”

Setting the record straight

The management clarified specific
details about the agreement. They
stated that the original clearance
and split terms were proposed by an
unauthorized party.

Contrary to Darkoo’s insinuations,
Mr. P did not demand a personal
50% split. The changes he
suggested were solely to include all
stakeholders from the P-Square
group.

“The only adjustments made were
ensuring that the proper entity,
Square Records, was involved and
that all stakeholders were
recognized. These modifications
were standard and professional,”
they stated.

Malicious claims rejected

One Management condemned her
remarks as a deliberate attempt to
tarnish Mr. P’s reputation. They
emphasized that Mr. P has
consistently operated with integrity
and professionalism. The statement
concluded with a call for fairness
and transparency in resolving
industry matters.
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US sanctions will destabilize energy

market - Kremlin

he Kremlin said on Monday

that the latest round of US

sanctions on the Russian
energy sector risked destabilizing
global markets, and Moscow would
do everything possible to minimize
their impact.
“It is clear that the United States will
continue to try to undermine the
positions of our companies in non-
competitive ways, but we expect that
we will be able to counteract this,”
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov
said.
“At the same time, of course, such
decisions cannot but lead to a certain
destabilization of international
energy markets, oil markets. We will
very carefully monitor the
consequences and configure the work
of our companies in order to minimize
the consequences of these ... illegal
decisions.”
The US Treasury imposed wider

By Dave Oludare Oso

sanctions on Russian oil on Friday,
targeting producers Gazprom Neft and
Surgutneftegaz, as well as 183 vessels
that have shipped Russian oil.

The move was meant to cut Russia’s
revenues for financing the war with
Ukraine. A US official said the sanctions
could cost Russia billions of dollars per
month if sufficiently enforced.

The sanctions have prompted Chinese
and Indian refiners, which have bought
heavily from Russia, to seek alternative
supplies of crude oil. Many of the tankers
hit by the latest measures have been used
to ship oil to those two countries.

Peskov said modern experience had
shown it was impossible to cut natural
supply routes for energy.

“You block something in one place, and
an alternative option appears somewhere
else. Therefore, a search will be

conducted for work options that
will minimize the consequences of
sanctions,” he said.

Ex-Labour MP, Ivor Caplin arrested in
child exploitation sting operation

By Elizabeth Jenrola Oso

ormer Labour MP, Ivor Caplin,

who represented Hove from

1997 to 2005, was arrested on
Sunday, January 12, 2025, in
Brighton following a sting operation
conducted by the activist group, Stop
Stings.
The group alleges that Caplin, aged
66, believed he was arranging to meet
a 15-year-old boy, a setup
orchestrated by the group posing as
the underage individual.
Footage of the encounter was live-
streamed on Facebook, showing
Caplin at Hove train station, where he
was confronted by members of Stop
Stings.
In the video, Caplin denies any
wrongdoing, repeatedly stating, “I
haven’t done anything.” The
confrontation attracted significant

online attention, with the livestream
garnering over 36,000 views and 3,000
comments.

Sussex Police confirmed the arrest,
stating: “We are aware of footage
circulating on social media showing a
man in Brighton being detained on
suspicion of engaging in online sexual
communications with a child.

”Officers can confirm that a local 66-
year-old man was arrested on Sunday,
January 12, and currently remains in
custody. This is an ongoing and active
investigation.”

In June 2024, Caplin was suspended
from the Labour Party. He previously
served as a parliamentary under-
secretary.

The arrest has prompted reactions from
various public figures. Notably,
entrepreneur Elon Musk commented on

m

the incident, reportedly stating,
“Whatacreep.”

As the investigation continues,
Sussex Police have conducted
searches at Caplin’s residence in
Hove. The authorities have urged
the public to refrain from
speculation and to allow the legal
process to proceed.
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Gov Newsom slams Trump’s disinformation
about California wildfires sy sizbetn senrola 0so

alifornia Governor, Gavin
Newsom blasted President-
elect Donald Trump’s
response to the California wildfires in
an interview on NBC News’ “Meet
the Press” recorded Saturday, saying,

“Mis- and disinformation I don’t
think advantages or aids any ofus.”

Newsom appeared to be referring to
Trump’s posts on Truth Social
blasting Newsom, President Joe
Biden and Los Angeles Mayor, Karen
Bass since the fires broke out
Tuesday.

In one post, the president-elect
baselessly claimed Newsom had
blocked a measure that would have
allowed water to flow from Northern
Californiato Southern California.

California Gov. Gavin Newsom,
right, tours the downtown business
district of Pacific Palisades as the
Palisades Fire continues to burn in
Los Angeles on Friday.

“Governor Gavin Newscum refused
to sign the water restoration
declaration put before him that would
have allowed millions of gallons of
water, from excess rain and snow melt
from the North, to flow daily into
many parts of California, including
the areas that are currently burning in
a virtually apocalyptic way,” Trump
wrote, using an insulting nickname
for Newsom.

In that post, Trump added that
Newsom “wanted to protect an
essentially worthless fish called a
smelt, by giving it less water (it didn’t
work!)” and “he is the blame for this.”
“Responding to Donald Trump’s
insults, we would spend another
month,” Newsom told NBC News’
Jacob Soboroff. “I'm very familiar
with them. Every elected official that
he disagrees with is very familiar with
them.”

He added that Trump was “somehow
connecting the delta smelt to this fire,

which is inexcusable because it’s
inaccurate. Also, incomprehensible to
anyone that understands water policy in
the state.”

In another post, Trump wrote, “NO
WATER IN THE FIRE HYDRANTS,
NOMONEY IN FEMA. THIS IS WHAT
JOE BIDEN IS LEAVING ME.
THANKS JOE!” and appeared to falsely
claim, as he did last year in the aftermath
of several hurricanes, that money had
been drained from the Federal
Emergency Management Agency, or
FEMA.

At least 16 people have died in
devastating wildfires across the greater
Los Angeles area.

On Friday, Newsom wrote a letter to
Trump inviting him to come to his state
and tour the destruction.

“I invite you to come to California again
— to meet with the Americans affected
by these fires, see the devastation
firsthand, and join me and others in
thanking the heroic firefighters and first
responders who are putting their lives on
the line,” the governor wrote.

Newsom told Soboroff on Saturday that
he had not received a response to the
letter.

He added that he’s worried the president-
elect may make good on his threats to

withhold disaster aid from the state
after his inauguration.

Newsom cited Trump’s past efforts
to withhold federal disaster aid
from states with leaders he was
feuding with.

“He’s done it in Utah. He’s done it
in Michigan, did it in Puerto Rico.
He did it to California back before I
was even governor, in 2018,”
Newsom said.

“So he’s been at this for years and
years and years. It transcends the
states, including, by the way,
Georgia he threatened similarly. So
that’s his style. And we take it
seriously to the extent that in the
past it’s taken a little bit more time
(to get federal aid),” the governor
added.
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Biden, Netanyahu parley on Gaza ceasefire,

hostage negotiations

resident Joe Biden of the
United States has held
discussions with Israeli Prime
Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu
regarding ongoing efforts to secure a
Gaza ceasefire and facilitate the
release of hostages, according to

statements released on Sunday.

The Israeli leader’s office confirmed
that he updated Biden on the latest
developments in negotiations, as
well as the directives given to the
Israeli delegation in Doha aimed at
advancing the hostages’release.

Netanyahu expressed gratitude to
the American President for his
support, describing the effort as a
“holy mission.”

The White House noted that the
conversation included an exchange
on the Doha negotiations, which are
based on a proposal Biden
introduced in May.

By Elizabeth Jenrola Oso

During the call, the US president
reiterated his appeal for an immediate
ceasefire in Gaza, the safe return of
hostages, and enhanced humanitarian
assistance to the region.

Biden also highlighted changes in
regional dynamics, referencing last
year’s ceasefire in Lebanon, the fall of
former Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad’s government in December, and
Iran’s diminished influence across the
region.

This marks the first publicly
acknowledged conversation between
Netanyahu and Biden since October
2024. The discussion coincided with
Netanyahu’s meetings with two key
cabinet ministers who have voiced
strong opposition to Biden’s proposed
ceasefire framework.

Finance Minister, Bezalel Smotrich and
National Security Minister, [tamar Ben
Gvir have both criticised the proposal,
which links a full ceasefire to the

release of hostages, and have
argued that military operations
against Hamas must continue until
the group is eliminated and all
captives are freed.

The far-right ministers have
previously warned of resignations
and a potential collapse of
Netanyahu’s coalition if the
government were to agree to
Biden’s terms.

Meanwhile, Israeli negotiators,
including Mossad chief, David
Barnea are participating in high-
level talks in Doha and have
reported “cautious optimism”
about the progress made over the
weekend.
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NFF unveils Eric Chelle as Super Eagles
Hea,d Coa,ch By Friday Omosola
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he Nigeria Football
Federation (NFF) has
presented Franco-Malian Eric

Chelle as the new head coach of the
Super Eagles.

The unveiling ceremony, held at the
MKO Abiola Stadium in Abuja
brought together football enthusiasts
and industry stakeholders.

The 47-year-old tactician’s
appointment, which was approved
last Tuesday by the NFF Executive
Committee based on a
recommendation from its Technical
and Development Committee, marks
a new chapter for the Nigerian
national team.

Speaking at the unveiling ceremony,
NFF President Ibrahim Gusau
expressed optimism about Chelle’s
ability to take the Super Eagles to
greater heights.

Super Eagles

“-«H

The unveiling of Franco-Malian
While acknowledging the
passion Nigerians have for
football, which has led to various
reactions regarding Coach
Chelle’s appointment, Gusau
urged them to unite in support of
the new coach

He said NFF believes he has what
it takes to bring success to the
Super Eagles.

Gusau also assured Nigerians that
the Federation would provide full
support to ensure Chelle’s
success.

Chelle’s first assignment will be
to lead the Super Eagles B team at
the African Nations
Championship in East Africa next
month.

Following that, attention will
shift to the 2026 FIFA World Cup

qualifiers, where Nigeria faces
crucial fixtures against Rwanda
(away) and Zimbabwe (home) in
March.

The NFF highlighted Chelle’s
extensive experience, citing his
achievement of guiding Mali’s
Aiglons to the brink of the semi-
finals in the 2023 Africa Cup of
Nations.

Before accepting the Super Eagles
coaching job, Chelle managed
Algerian club MC Oran, the 1989
African Champions’ Cup finalists.

As Chelle steps into one of the most
scrutinized coaching roles in
international football, expectations
are high that his expertise will bring
a fresh direction to the Super
Eagles’ journey to success.
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Ex-world heavyweight champion, Fury
announces retirement from boxing espsve omdare 050

ormer world heavyweight
champion, Tyson Fury has
announced his retirement from
boxing.
Tyson Fury has dramatically announced
his retirement from boxing with
immediate effect.
The Gypsy King, 36, revealed the shock
news in a video to his fans on Monday
afternoon.
‘Hi everybody, I’'m going to make this
short and sweet,” he said in a clip he
shared to social media. ‘I’d like to
announce my retirement from boxing.
It’s been a blast, I’ve loved every single
minute of'it.
‘I’'m going to end with this. .. Dick Turpin
wore a mask. God bless everybody, see
you on the other side. GET UP!’
Fury’s announcement comes after he was
beaten by Oleksandr Usyk via
unanimous decision in their rematch in
December, a defeat that saw the
Ukrainian retain his unified heavyweight
world titles.

Speaking in the aftermath of that bout,
the 36-year-old had suggested he had no
intention of retiring.
The 36-year-old Fury previously
announced his retirement after beating
Dillian Whyte in April 2022 but returned
six months later.
The Briton has enjoyed two stints as
heavyweight champion and holds a
record of 34 wins, two defeats and one
draw.
The Briton shocked long-reigning world
champion Wladimir Klitschko in 2015 to
win the WBA (Super), IBF, WBO, IBO,
and The Ring heavyweight titles.
After over two-and-a-half'years out of the
ring, during which he tackled mental
health issues, Fury returned to action in
2018 and became a two-time champion
by beating Deontay Wilder to claim the

WBC beltin 2020.

‘Is this the end? I doubt it’— Hearn
Fury’s decision to retire denies fans
the chance to see a long-anticipated
clash with fellow Briton Anthony
Joshua.

On Saturday, Joshua said a fight with
Fury “has to happen this year” when
speaking at the Ring Magazine
awards.

Matchroom’s Eddie Hearn, who
promotes Joshua, has however
questioned the legitimacy of Fury’s
announcement.

“We’ve been here before. If that is
the end, congratulations on a great
career,” Hearn told BBC Sport.

“One of the best heavyweights of
this generation and made a bucket
load of money. If your hearts not in
it, if the fight has been punched out
of you, it’s definitely time to call it
quits.

“A few people will always suggest
that he could be calling a bluff, but I
don’t know him well enough to give
you an answer. If you don’t want it
anymore, if your hearts not in it
anymore, if you’ve had the fight
punched out of you — it’s a
dangerous game.”

Joshua and Fury have been leading

figures in the heavyweight division
over the past decade but both are
looking to bounce back from losses.

Joshua suffered the fourth defeat ofhis
career against IBF heavyweight
champion Daniel Dubois in
September, while Fury’s last two trips
to the ring have ended in losses against
Usyk.

“You do not want to get in the ring
with Anthony Joshua if you’re doing it
formoney,” Hearn added.

“You’ve got to want it. You’ve got to
want to provide the British public with
the biggest fight in the history of the
sport. You’ve got to want to go to war
with AJ and get that victory. Ifit’s just
a money thing, you’ve got enough
money.

“I’m always an optimist. For me when
that fight with AJ is a fight that can be
made in two minutes in a room, I am
always hopeful. But Tyson Fury’s
earned the right to make his own
decisions. If he’s done, he’s done. If
not, then we make the biggest fight in
the history of the sport. Only time will
tell.”
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