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Shettima visits Aisha Buhari in London
ahead of Buhari’s Burial

ice President Kashim Shettima
has paid a condolence visit to
Aisha Buhari, widow of the late
former President Muhammadu Buhari,

in London following the former
leader’s death on Sunday.

Shettima, who is leading the Federal
Government delegation to repatriate
Buhari’s remains, also met with the late
President’s children.

Images shared widely on social media
show the Vice President and the
grieving family in a solemn
atmosphere.

Former President Buhari died in
London while receiving treatment for
an undisclosed illness. His death brings
to a close a significant chapter in
Nigeria’s history, having served both as
a military Head of State and later as a
two-term civilian President.

During his presidency, Buhari spent
over 225 days abroad for medical
treatment, with his longest stay being
104 daysin2017.

By Gbenga Olaleye

The Vice President and his delegation
are expected to arrive in Nigeria on
Tuesday with Buhari’s body. Burial
arrangements have been confirmed for
the same day in Daura, his hometown in
Katsina State.

ADC declares three days of mourning

for Buhari

he African Democratic Congress
(ADC) has declared a three-day
mourning period in honour of
former President Muhammadu Buhari,

who passed away recently at the age of
82.

The announcement was made in a
statement issued on Monday by Mallam
Bolaji Abdullahi, the party’s Interim
National Publicity Secretary and
spokesperson for the Opposition
Coalition.

According to the statement, the mourning
will commence on Tuesday, 15 July
2025. During this period, the ADC will
suspend all political activities and refrain
from issuing public statements.

Describing Buhari as “a man who served
Nigeria with a fierce sense of duty,
personal discipline, and conviction,” the

il il
ADC urged Nigerians to remember him
for his integrity, humility, and
unwavering commitment to public
service.

However, the party also used the
occasion to criticise what it described as
political opportunism surrounding
Buhari’s death, accusing the current
administration and the ruling All
Progressives Congress (APC) of

By Gbenga Olaleye

hypocrisy.

“His own political party and the
government that had done everything in
the last two years to tarnish his records,
dismantle his legacies and blame him for
every one of their failings, are now
posturing as the chief mourners at his
burial, this is sheer hypocrisy and a
brazen move to harvest political gains
from a national tragedy,” the statement
read.

The ADC called on Nigerians to honour
Buhari’s legacy not through hollow
praise, but by demanding higher ethical
standards from current and future
leaders.

It also appealed to the late president’s
family and loyalists to be cautious of
those seeking to exploit his passing for
political advantage.
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National Assembly adjourns proceedings to July 22
in honour of Buhari

egislative sessions at both the
Senate and House of
Representatives have been put on
hold until Tuesday, 22 July 2025,

following the death of former President
Muhammadu Buhari.

This adjournment was communicated in a
statement released on Monday by the
Clerk to the National Assembly, Kamoru
Ogunlana.

He explained that the decision was made
to allow lawmakers to pay their respects
and participate in funeral activities for the
late former president, who died in London
on Sunday, 13 July 2025.

“In tribute to his life of service to the
nation, the Senate President and the
Speaker of the House have instructed that
all legislative duties be suspended.
Lawmakers are advised to adjust their
schedules accordingly,” the statement
noted.

The leadership of the National Assembly
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also expressed their deep sympathies to
Buhari’s widow, Aisha, his children, the
people of Katsina State, and Nigerians.

They praised Buhari’s enduring legacy,
highlighting his unwavering dedication to
national unity and his reputation for
integrity.

By Friday Omosola

a

Bubhari, a native of Daura in Katsina State,
first led Nigeria as a military ruler from
January 1984 to August 1985.

He later served two terms as a
democratically elected president from 29
May 2015 to 29 May 2023.

FG declares Tuesday public holiday
in honour of Buharl

he Federal Government (FG) has
declared Tuesday, 15 July, a
public holiday in honour of the

late former President Muhammadu
Buhari.

According to a statement issued by
Magdalene Ajani, Permanent Secretary
of the Ministry of Interior, the
declaration follows the approval of
President Bola Tinubu and aligns with
the seven-day period of national
mourning previously announced.

The Minister of Interior, Olubunmi
Tunji-Ojo, who made the
announcement on behalf of the FG, said
the holiday serves as a mark of respect
for the late President’s service to the
nation.

He highlighted Buhari’s significant
contributions to Nigeria’s democratic
evolution and his enduring legacy in

governance and national development.

“President Muhammadu Buhari served
Nigeria with dedication, integrity, and
an unwavering commitment to the unity
and progress of our great nation.

By Friday Omosola

“This public holiday provides an
opportunity for all Nigerians to reflect
on his life, leadership, and the values he
upheld,” the Minister said.

He called on citizens to mark the day by
honouring the late President’s memory
through the promotion of peace,
patriotism, and national unity, values
the former leader upheld in his vision
for aprosperous and united Nigeria.

As previously announced, national flags
are to be flown at half-mast throughout
the seven-day mourning period,

# beginning on Sunday, 13th July.

The FG extends its deepest condolences
to the late President’s family, the people
of Katsina State, and all Nigerians,
while offering prayers for the peaceful
repose of his soul.
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Knocks, praises trail Buhari’s death as Nigerians
reﬂeCt on his le gacy By: Fatimah Idera and Helen Okechukwu

President Muhammadu Buhari has

died—tributes from dignitaries across
all walks of life have poured in for the
former military Head of State, who passed
away in London on Sunday, 13 July, aftera
briefillness.

It is no longer news that former

His death, however, sparked mixed
reactions across the country, with one of
his close allies, Farouk Aliyu, noting the
wave of criticism and insults many
Nigerians directed at the late president.

The New Daily Prime spoke to several
Nigerians to gauge their views, revealing a
broad spectrum of sentiments, ranging
from admiration for his discipline to deep
frustration over the hardships experienced
during his administration.

Reflecting on Buhari’s legacy and what
his death meant, Taofeek Imam, a web
developer who resides in Abuja, described
him as a legend who made significant
efforts to reshape the nation.

Imam said he would remember Buhari for
lifting the ban on the importation of
international goods, which helped
promote locally made products.

He also noted that Buhari’s administration
deepened his understanding of Nigeria’s
political system and its functioning across
various sectors.

He said, “Some of the negativity, but I
personally have no grudges against him
following his death, I might have been
hurt indirectly during his administration
but all my grudges end the moment he
dies.”

“Although I will remember him for his
contribution in lifting a ban on
importation of international goods and
promoting the locally made ones. It was a
reasonable decision from my end even
though locally made products are not
being well processed but then, this reduces
importation of foods to promote our local
ones.

Moreover, Ibrahim Ghazali, a teacher and
resident of Kwara State, stated that
Buhari’s policies contributed to the naira’s
devaluation and inflicted severe damage
on businesses.

Similarly, Kazeem Munir, a student of
Adekunle Ajasin University (AAUA) in
Ondo State, criticised Buhari’s leadership
style, describing it as ‘autocratic.’

He accused the former president of
shattering the hopes of the people,
alleging that his politics were marked by
bigotry, nepotism, and tribalism.

“I could vividly remember the rate at wish
Fulani herdsmen kill people in Ondo state
( Owo Town ) . It was so devastating that
the inflation hit the economy during his
tenure during the Lekki massacre where
an outrageous number of people died
without getting justice,” Munir lamented.

Abeeb Ajibade, a student of AAUA also
acknowledged Buhari’s dedication to the
fight against corruption, highlighting the
recovery of over $300 million from the
late Sani Abacha’s Swiss accounts and the
establishment of the Presidential Advisory
Committee Against Corruption.

“I remember him for raising hopes about

tackling corruption but falling short of
transformative change,” he said.

Abeeb also recalled that Buhari’s pledge
to defeat Boko Haram achieved only
limited success.

“While his administration achieved some
successes, such as the release of some
Chibok schoolgirls kidnapped in 2014,
insecurity worsened overall as Boko
Haram remained active, and new threats
emerged, including banditry in the
northwest, separatist violence in the
southeast, and clashes between farmers
and herders.”

He added that the heavy-handed response
to the 2020 #EndSARS protests laid bare
the administration’s intolerance of
dissent.

“I will remember him for the unfulfilled
promise of restoring security, as violence
spread beyond the northeast, leaving
many Nigerians feeling,” he said.

Continue reading

on next page
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In the same vein, Adeyemi Adrat, a law
student at Ladoke Akintola University
(Lautech), Oyo State, described
Buhari as a disciplined and patriotic
leader whose life was deeply
intertwined with Nigeria’s transition
from military rule to democracy.

He commended Buhari’s
infrastructural achievements,
including the Second Niger Bridge, the
Lagos-Ibadan railway, and strides in
agriculture— while also
acknowledging that economic
instability, insecurity, and the
EndSARS protests marred parts of his
legacy.

READ ALSO: FG declares Tuesday
public holiday in honour of Buhari
“His persona reflected an unwavering
commitment to order, integrity, and
anti-corruption, even when the results
of his policies often sparked mixed
reactions across the nation.”

Pain instead of change

For Ms Chisom Luke, a business
woman and resident of Imo State, said
Buhari was a distant leader. “He was
calm but disconnected. His silence on
pressing national issues spoke louder
than words,” he said.

Echoing this sentiment, Ms Marvelous
Wisdom, a trader and resident of
Rivers State, stated that the Buhari
administration exposed the country to
experiences ithad never faced before.

While describing the late president’s
tenure as a ‘preparatory class for the
worst economy’, he added that
although Buhari promised change, his
administration delivered pain through
policies that were largely unfriendly to
Nigerians.

Similarly, Yusuf Abdulbasit, a student
of UNILORIN believed that Buhari
had good intentions but was often
misunderstood because of his
leadership style.

According to him, ‘Buhari was human
and bound to err’, noting that the
former president’s silence during the
ASUU strikes, the EndSARS protests,

d

and the rise in insecurity was deeply
painful.

“He is a human and they are expected
to make mistake, this mistake made his
tenure marked by pain for many of us
but I will remember him for the silence
during critical moments ASUU strikes
that stole students’ time, EndSARS
protests that cost lives, and the spread
of insecurity,” he lamented.

For many, Buhari’s passing at 82—
considered a “ripe age” by biblical
standards — is not shocking, but a
moment to assess a complicated
legacy.

Adewale Sodiq, a trader from Lagos
described the Buhari administration as
one of the most corrupt Nigeria has
ever witnessed.

“The 198385 regime was prudent but
later interrupted by by General
Ibrahim Babangida coup. His return in
2015 was to bring the change
Nigerians wanted, sadly, from 2015 to
2023, his regime was one of the most
corrupt Nigeria has witnessed. May
Allah forgive his shortcomings and
make Nigeria great again.”

A public analyst, Olaka Olaka, from
Rivers State, reflected on Buhari’s first
tenure in the 1980s, commending his
War Against Indiscipline.

“Nigeria was made to know what
discipline is. Then Nigeria started
knowing what it means to queue before
you can buy, or in a public gathering,
there should be orderliness. Like you
go to the bank, you have to queue. You
go to the filling station, you have to
queue, and you know all of that,” he
noted.

However, Mr Olaka was candid in his
assessment of Buhari’s second term.

“I will remember him for hardship,
insecurity, and nepotism. The
economy was at a standstill. Nigerians
suffered untold hardship. Buhari is a
symbol of bad governance,” he stated.

“It would have been a relief if he had
died in office. Dying now as a former

president is meaningless to me.”

“So I, as a Christian believer, would
describe the death of Muhammadu
Buhari as an inevitable experience. It’s
something that would always come.
Everybody is bound to die one day, and
so I don’t really see anything new or
strange in his death.”

Smith Nwokocha, a public interest
advocate in Rivers State, offered a
more measured perspective. “But the
truth is this: unfortunately, he didn’t
meet that expectation, right? There
was so much hardship in his time.
Nigerians struggled,” he said.

“People were so embittered. Even
when he was leaving office, during the
election period, we talked about the
CBN crisis, naira change, and all that
— a whole lot of things happened in
that time. Yes, he’s a great man and he
sustained democracy, which is a good
partofhim,” he said.

Nevertheless, Nwokocha
acknowledged Buhari’s commitment
to democratic principles. “He still
maintained that democracy in his time.
That is a good part. Also, he pushed for
local government autonomy and
fought for anti-corruption.”

Olaka, who served on a Special Public
Works Committee, noted that although
he never met Buhari, he felt the impact
of’his administration.

“There was no transparency in any
election that was conducted under him.
There was no electricity — the tariff
was being increased every now and
then, and the fuel price was being
increased every now and then.”

“There was insecurity, and Nigerians
were dying in their numbers on a daily
basis. The herders-farmers clashes
were not addressed until he left office.
And so, if he were to be a listening
president, he would have addressed it.
Rather, the issue of land donation and
open grazing was even being
promoted,” he said.
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Only the gods can fill your shoes - Showunmi
pays tribute to Late Awu]ale By Ghengs Olsloys
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rominent member of the

Peoples Democratic Party

(PDP) and convener of The
Alternative, Segun Showunmi,
has paid a heartfelt tribute to the
late Awujale and paramount ruler
of [jebuland, Oba Sikiru Kayode
Adetona, who passed away on
Sunday at the age of 91.

In a statement issued on Monday,
Showunmi described the
monarch’s death as a profound
loss, stating that the vacuum left
behind would be “difficult to
match”. He expressed his
condolences to the people of
[jebuland and hailed the legacy of
the revered royal.

“Your shoes are very big — only
the gods can help fill this mighty

“
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shoe you left behind,” he said,
reflecting on the monarch’s
stature and impact during his
decades-long reign.

Describing Oba Adetona as a
leader who lived not only for
himselfbut for the collective good
of all sons and daughters of
[jebuland, Showunmi drew from
poetic imagery to honour the
monarch’s memory.

“Oh, the big iroko has fallen.
Ajankoro dugbe dugbe, your duty
1s done on this royal throne, in this
sphere. Now you join the
ancestors, your ancestors, our
forebears. I reckon they will be
proud of you for leaving the
throne better than you found it,”
he lamented.

Oba Sikiru Adetona, who
ascended the throne in 1960, was
one of Nigeria’s longest-reigning
traditional rulers. Widely
respected for his wisdom and
leadership, he played a vital role
in the cultural, social, and political
life of the Ijebu people and
beyond.

“Baba Adetoun, sun re, may
Almighty Allah accept your soul
and forgive your sins,” Showunmi
concluded.

The passing of the Awujale marks
the end of an era for the Ijebu
kingdom, with tributes continuing
to pour in from across Nigeria.
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Nigerian govt sets up inter-ministerial committee
for Buhari’s funeral

:

resident Bola Tinubu has
approved the constitution
of an Inter-Ministerial
Committee to plan and coordinate
a state funeral for the late former

President Muhammadu Buhari,
who died on Sunday.

According to a statement issued
by Segun Imohiosen, Director of
Information and Public Relations
in the Office of the Secretary to the
Government of the Federation
(SGF), the committee is to be
chaired by SGF George Akume.

It comprises key cabinet members
and top security officials, tasked
with delivering a dignified and
befitting burial ceremony.

Members of the committee

include the Ministers of Finance,
Budget and Economic Planning;
Defence; Information and
National Orientation; Works;
Interior; Federal Capital Territory;
Housing and Urban Development;
Health and Social Welfare (State);
and Culture and Creative
Economy.

Also named are the National
Security Adviser, the Special
Adviser to the President on Policy
and Coordination, the Senior
Special Assistant to the President
on Political and Other Matters, the
Inspector General of Police, the
Director-General of the
Department of State Services, and
the Chief of Defence Staff.

The statement further noted that

By Friday Omosola

Tinubu has directed all Ministries,
Departments and Agencies
(MDAs) to open condolence
registers at the entrances of their
offices, allowing members of the
public to pay their last respects to
the late statesman.

In addition, central condolence
registers will be made available at
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and the Bola Ahmed Tinubu
International Conference Centre
in Abuja to accommodate tributes
from the diplomatic community
and the general public.

Further announcements regarding
funeral arrangements will be made
in due course, the statement
added.
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Kwankwaso not decamping, we're too calculative '
- NNPP Kano Chairman

By Gbenga Olaleye

he Kano State Chairman of the

New Nigeria People’s Party

(NNPP), Suleiman Hashimu
Dungurawa, has firmly dismissed
rumours suggesting that the party’s
2023 presidential candidate, Senator
Rabiu Musa Kwankwaso, is preparing
to defect to the African Democratic
Congress (ADC).

Speaking to journalists in Kano on
Monday, Dungurawa described the
speculation as a deliberate
miscalculation by political opponents
“afraid of the leader of the
Kwankwasiyya Movement.”

“Kwankwaso is not one of those
pushover politicians who take
decisions without appraising and
deeply thinking about their
consequences,” he said.

The NNPP stalwart underscored
Kwankwaso’s political stature,
describing him as “the political leader
of Northern Nigeria,” and emphasised
that many politicians in the region

looked up to him for direction and
leadership.

“It is malicious to say he is decamping
out for now. Why are Nigerian
politicians panicking about
Kwankwaso’s movements? Let them
calm down — the time for decisions is
yet to come. We are people who are
too calculative; we don’t just take
actions without due consideration,”
Dungurawa asserted.

Addressing the concerns raised by
some observers about Kwankwaso’s
meetings with other political groups,
the NNPP chairman explained that
such interactions are standard in
politics.

“As a politician who has a PhD in the
field, do you expect him to hide
himself or desert people? No way. He
can talk to anybody it’s a normal
thing,” he said.

Dungurawa also criticised those he
described as “pretending followers”

of Kwankwaso, adding that true
supporters understand the former
governor’s inclusive decision-making

style.

“Genuine followers know that
Kwankwaso doesn’t take any
decisions without consulting, even
from as low as a ward supporter,” he
said.

In a related development, Dungurawa
praised the performance of Kano State
Governor, Abba Kabir Yusuf, stating
that the opposition had been
“overwhelmed” by the governor’s
infrastructural achievements over the
pasttwo years.

“Governor Yusuf’s heavy
infrastructural development has
overwhelmed the opposition they
can’t even show their presence
anywhere in Kano. That is why we are
proud of what he is doing,” he
concluded.
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*Buhari never gave up on leading Nigeria through

democratie means

ormer Governor of Ekiti State,
FKayode Fayemi, has paid
tribute to the late former
President Muhammadu Buhari,
describing him as a man of

unwavering conviction and
remarkable tenacity.

Fayemi, who served as Minister of
Mines and Steel Development during
Buhari’s administration said this in a
statement posted on his Facebook
page on Monday.

He said the former president never
wavered in his ambition to lead
Nigeria democratically, despite
enduring multiple electoral defeats
before eventually securing victory in
2015.

Fayemi, who also chaired the Nigeria
Governors’ Forum (NGF), expressed
profound sadness over Buhari’s
passing, which occurred in London on
Sunday, 13 July, following a brief
illness.

He extended his heartfelt condolences
to the Buhari family, the government
and people of Katsina State, and all
Nigerians, urging collective prayers
and support as the nation mourns the
loss of one of its prominent leaders.

“President Buhari’s life was defined
by resilience and an unyielding belief
in the Nigerian project. He contested
and lost multiple presidential
elections but never gave up on his
commitment to the ideals he believed
in.

“His eventual victory in 2015 and re-
election in 2019 were testaments to his
perseverance and the trust millions of
Nigerians placed in his leadership,”
Fayemi said.

ayemi

By Friday Omosola
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Fayemi, who chaired the All
Progressives Congress (APC)
Presidential Primary Convention that
produced Buhari as the party’s
presidential candidate in 2014,
remarked that the former president
made a lasting impact on Nigeria’s
infrastructure development.

“His administration undertook some
of the most ambitious infrastructure
projects in recent Nigerian history,
including massive road constructions,
the revitalisation of rail transport, and
the Second Niger Bridge. He believed
in building for the future, and his
legacy in this regard will long outlive
his time in office,” Fayemi stated.

While acknowledging the array of
challenges that confronted Buhari
during his administration—from
economic turbulence to widespread
security concerns, Fayemi described
the late leader as “a fundamentally
good man, often misunderstood, but
deeply committed to Nigeria’s

progress.”

“History will be kinder to him than the
moment allowed. He faced enormous
trials, both as a man and as president,
yet remained steadfast in his
commitment to Nigeria’s unity and
progress.

“President Buhari has finished his
course and fought the good fight. Yet
his vision of a stable, united, and
prosperous Nigeria remains
unfulfilled. It is now our collective
responsibility as leaders and citizens
to ensure that his dreams for our great
nation are realised.

“We must build upon the foundation
he laid and work tirelessly to achieve
the Nigeria he envisioned. As we
mourn his loss, let us also celebrate his
life and contributions. May his soul
rest in eternal peace, and may God
Almighty grant his family and our
nation the fortitude to bear this
irreparable loss”, he said.
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Sanwo-Olu hails APC’s landslide victory in LG
elections, calls for unified servige =rrer omomo:

overnor Babajide Sanwo-Olu
Gof Lagos State has expressed

profound joy and gratitude
following the All Progressives
Congress (APC)’s sweeping victory in
the local government elections held
across the state on Saturday, July 12.

Mr Sanwo-Olu, in a statement
yesterday, congratulated the APC, its
leadership, stakeholders, and members
on their overwhelming electoral
success.

He described the outcome as a clear
demonstration of the trust Lagosians
place in the party’s vision for inclusive
grassroots development.

“This victory belongs to the people of
Lagos,” Sanwo-Olu affirmed,
highlighting that the results reflect
public confidence in the agenda of
continuity, progress, and people-
centric governance.

He extended congratulations to all
victorious APC candidates, party
members, and supporters across the 57
Local Government Areas (LGAs) and
Local Council Development Areas
(LCDAs) for their commitment and
contributions.

Addressing the newly elected
Chairmen and Councillors, the
governor offered warm
congratulations while delivering a
crucial reminder: “This victory is not
an end, but a means to an end—that end
being selfless, responsive, and
accountable service to the people.”

He underscored their responsibility to
deliver good governance, uplift
communities, and promote the welfare
of every resident, irrespective of
political affiliation.

Sanwo-Olu urged the victors to
embrace humility, inclusiveness, and

sportsmanship, extending goodwill
across all divides.

He emphasised that leadership is a
sacred trust, obligating them to serve
their entire communities with equity,
transparency, and compassion.

The governor also commended party
members who participated in the
primaries but were not successful,
saluting their courage and dedication
to the democratic process.

He encouraged them to remain
steadfast and collaborate with the
newly elected officials, stressing that
“within the APC, we must always
prioritise unity above personal
ambition” to sustain the party’s legacy
of service and success.

Calling for an end to internal divisions,
Sanwo-Olu urged all APC members to
reconcile and support their elected
representatives in fulfilling the
mandate received from the populace.

“We are stronger together, and the task
of building a Greater Lagos demands
our collective effort, wisdom, and
collaboration,” he stated.

Sanwo-Olu lauded the Lagos State
Independent Electoral Commission
(LASIEC) for conducting a peaceful
and credible election, and thanked
security agencies for maintaining law
and order throughout the electoral
exercise.

He expressed appreciation to the
people of Lagos for peacefully
exercising their civic responsibility,
thereby reinforcing democratic ideals
with dignity and maturity.

As the new local government
administrations prepare to assume
office, Sanwo-Olu reaffirmed his
unwavering commitment to close
collaboration, aiming to drive
meaningful development to every part
ofthe state.
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Buhari to be buried Tuesday -Hafsina oovt

By Damilola Olufemi

ormer President Muhammadu
FBuhari’s burial has been

announced for tomorrow,
Tuesday, July 15,2025.

According to his media aide, Garba
Shehu, he died in a clinic on Sunday, July
13, in London.

The burial arrangement of the former
head of state and president was
announced by Katsina State Governor
Dikko Radda at a press briefing on
Monday.

While the paperwork to complete the
release of his body in London has begun,
Radda said the former president’s
remains will arrive in Katsina by noon on
Tuesday, July 15, while the burial will
take place in Daura, the hometown of
Buhari, at 2 pm. The burial arrangement,
he said, followed consultations with
Buhari’s family and close associates in
London.

Buhari’s remains would be released once
the paperwork was perfected.

The governor condoled with the family of
Buhari, the country and Nigerians at
large.

Meanwhile, President Bola Tinubu has
announced a public holiday to mourn his
predecessor.

The Minister of Interior, Dr. Olubunmi
Tunji-Ojo, disclosed this on behalf of the
Federal Government on Monday.

Tunji-Ojo said the holiday is a mark of
respect for the late president’s service to
the nation, his contributions to Nigeria’s
democratic journey, and his enduring
legacy in governance and national
development.

He said, “President Muhammadu Buhari
served Nigeria with dedication, integrity,

and an unwavering commitment to the
unity and progress of our great nation.
This public holiday provides an
opportunity for all Nigerians to reflect on
his life, leadership, and the values he
upheld.”

Tributes to Buhari

Leaders across the world have continued
to send in their condolences to Nigeria
and Nigerians over the demise of Buhari,
who died at the age of 82, after receiving
treatment for many weeks in London.

Born in Daura, Katsina State, Buhari first
led Nigeria as a military ruler from
January 1984 to August 1985. After the
return to civilian rule in 1999, he ran for
president three times unsuccessfully—in
2003,2007,and 2011.

In 2013, his political party, the Congress
for Progressive Change (CPC), merged
with other opposition parties—including
Bola Tinubu’s Action Congress of
Nigeria (ACN), factions of the Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP), and the All
Progressives Grand Alliance
(APGA)—to form the All Progressives
Congress (APC).

The Chairperson of the African Union

Commission (AUC) Mahmoud
Youssouf, in a statement, described the
former president as a Pan-Africanist and
an advocate for regional integration.

While expressing his condolences, he
described Buhari as a “principled and
resolute leader who served Nigeria with
honour and conviction. He was a steadfast
supporter of multilateral cooperation and
a tireless champion of peace and stability
across Africa.”

Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed, in
his condolence message and assured the
country of his support.

Sierra Leone’s President and current
Chairman of the Economic Community
of West African States (ECOWAS), Julius
Maada Bio, in his message on behalf of
the people of the Republic of Sierra
Leone, expressed heartfelt condolences
to Buhari’s family, President Bola Ahmed
Tinubu, and Nigeria during this
incredibly difficult time.

“This is truly a devastating loss, and our
thoughts are with you all,” he posted on
X.
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We must rescue Nigeria's democracy - Sule Lamido

backs ADC-le 0 OSition coalition By Gbenga Olaleye

ormer Governor of Jigawa

State, Alhaji Sule Lamido, has

declared his support for the
emerging opposition coalition under
the African Democratic Congress
(ADC), stating that the move is aimed
atrescuing Nigeria’s democracy from
what he described as its rapid decline
under the All Progressives Congress
(APC).

Lamido made the declaration while
addressing supporters of the Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP) during an
empowerment programme held at the
party’s headquarters in Dutse.

In a bold political shift, the PDP
stalwart revealed that he has aligned
himself with the ADC-led coalition
spearheaded by former Senate
President, Senator David Mark.

According to Lamido, the alliance
seeks to restore democratic values,
protect the opposition space, and
ensure national progress.

“Our coming together under the
African Democratic Congress (ADC)
led by Senator David Mark is for the
unity and progress of the country, not
for selfish interest,” Lamido said.

He accused the APC-led government
of overseeing the erosion of
democratic norms, citing growing
incidents of power abuse,
suppression of opposition voices, and
disregard for constitutional
principles.

“Any patriotic Nigerian who has
Nigeria at heart must come together
to give his contribution to unseat the
present administration in order to
save the country and Nigerians from
the difficult situation,” he added.

Lamido stressed that the current
political moment requires leadership
driven by national interest, not
partisanship.

“Our duty now is to advise and guide
for the betterment of the country and
the brighter future of Nigeria,” he
said.

During the event, he also commended
PDP federal lawmakers from Jigawa
for their dedication and continued
advocacy for the party’s founding
principles.

In his remarks, Senator Mustapha
Khabeeb, who represents Jigawa
South-West Senatorial District,
revealed that more than 3,000
constituents had benefited from the
empowerment programme, which
includes skills development,
financial support, and tools for self-
reliance.

The alliance under the ADC is
gaining momentum amid increasing
discussions about the shape of
Nigeria’s opposition ahead of the
2027 general elections.
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Why leaders must learn from posthumous
insults on Buhari - Aliyu

-

arouk Aliyu, a prominent

ally of the late former

President Muhammadu
Buhari, has called on Nigerian
leaders to draw crucial lessons
from the death of the former
president.

Aliyu, a former Minority Leader
of the House of Representatives,
offered this counsel during a
Monday interview on Channels
Television’s ‘Sunrise Daily’
programme.

His remarks came as he addressed
the torrent of criticism and insults
that many Nigerians have directed
atthe late president.

He underscored that no human
being, irrespective of their
political standing, is without fault,

yet he stressed that Buhari should
be respected for his contributions
to the nation’s growth and
development.

Aliyu urged politicians to be
highly mindful of their actions
while in power, serving as a
reminder that death is an
inevitable end for all.

He added that while Buhari’s
decisions were ultimately aimed at
the nation’s well-being, they
might not have been universally
accepted or popular with every
segment of the populace.

He said, “When it (death) comes,
it is between the individual and
God. Those of us in leadership
positions, or aspiring to suchroles,
must reflect on the fact that
everything in life has an end. Life

By Friday Omosola

1s transient. No matter your status,
whether president, governor, or
any other position, death will
eventually come.

“In this country, we have lost
leaders like General Sani Abacha,
Shehu Shagari, Murtala
Muhammed, Umaru Musa
Yar’Adua, and now Muhammadu
Buhari. Those in authority today
should learn from this reality.

“If you look at social media, you’ll
find many people raining insults
on the late President Buhari. It’s
unfortunate. This should serve as a
lesson to current leaders: no
matter what you do, there are
Nigerians who may never forgive
you. So while you’re still in office,
strive to do your best.”
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“Hit the ground running to meet citizens’
expectations” - Aiyedatiwa tells newly
SWorn-in commissioners

overnor Lucky Aiyedatiwa of
Ondo State has charged newly
sworn-in commissioners to hit

the ground running and deliver on the
administration’s promises.

He stressed that citizens expect nothing
less than effective, people-focused
governance.

While inaugurating the new batch of
commissioners into the State Executive
Council, the governor reaffirmed his
administration’s commitment to
transparency, accountability, and
effective service delivery.

The swearing-in ceremony took place at
the International Centre for Culture and
Events (The Dome) in Akure on Monday.

Describing the occasion as a significant
milestone in his administration’s journey
towards building a greater state,
Aiyedatiwa urged the new appointees to
hit the ground running, stressing that the
expectations of the people remain high.

“The people of Ondo State expect
nothing but the best from us, having
entrusted us with an overwhelming
mandate. We must strive to deliver on all
our electioneering promises,” he stated.

The governor explained that the delay in
appointments was deliberate, reflecting
his administration’s belief in steady,
consistent governance over hasty
decisions.

“Within the first 100 days of our
administration, we have been able to

prove that slow and steady wins the race,”
he added.

He described the newly appointed
commissioners as individuals with
“unassailable qualifications, impeccable
track records and a deep commitment to
public service.”

He urged them to uphold integrity,
patriotism, due process, and foster
cordial working relationships within

their ministries and agencies.

Aiyedatiwa also cautioned family
members and associates of the appointees
against exerting undue pressure for
personal or sectional interests.

He encouraged the new commissioners to
align their efforts with his
administration’s 7-point agenda, OUR
EASE, which focuses on Economic
Development, Food Security, Education,
Healthcare, Infrastructure, Security,
Youth Empowerment, and Social
Welfare.

Highlighting his administration’s
achievements, the governor said various
infrastructure projects and socio-
economic programmes had been initiated
to support the elderly, less privileged, and
vulnerable groups.

He added that both continuity and
innovation had guided his government’s
developmental strategy.

On security, Aiyedatiwa reiterated his
administration’s resolve to combat

By Friday Omosola

criminality, noting the recent approval of
a bill prescribing the death penalty for
kidnappers and abductors in the state.

He also reassured party faithful and
citizens who are yet to be appointed that
more opportunities to serve in various
capacities lie ahead.

However, Secretary to the State
Government, Taiwo Fasoranti, described
the appointments as a strategic step
towards inclusive and people-oriented
governance.

He commended Aiyedatiwa for selecting
appointees based on merit, competence,
and commitment to the OUR EASE
agenda.

Speaking on behalf of the new
commissioners, Omoyofunmi Segun
expressed appreciation to the governor
for the opportunity to serve and pledged
that the team would deliver diligently in
their respective roles.




Netus

& www.newdailyprime.news

&he New Daily Prime

Ahdulsalami: I was in same London hospital '
as Buhari before his death

ormer military Head of State,
General Abdulsalami
Abubakar, has revealed that
he was admitted to the same London
hospital as former President

Muhammadu Buhari shortly before
Buhari’s passing.

Buhari died on Sunday at the age of
82 after a prolonged illness.

In an interview with Channels
Television, Abdulsalami shared that
he had only just been discharged
when he received the news of
Buhari’s death.

“Unfortunately, we were in the same
hospital together. But I have been
discharged,” he said. “So, when I
heard the news of his passing away, |
quickly went there to condole the
family and see what could be done to
get the corpse ready to be taken
home.”

Looking back on their long-standing
relationship, Abdulsalami recalled
that their paths first crossed in 1962
when both joined the Nigerian
military.

“He was my senior, and during the
unfortunate civil war, we were
fighting in the same sector with him,”
he recounted.

Abdulsalami hails Buhari

He praised Buhari as “a gentleman
who was very quiet and
exceptionally honest,” adding, “You
can trust Buhari with anything on this
earth and he will not betray you.”

On Buhari’s legacy in office,
Abdulsalami acknowledged his
commitment to fighting corruption,
although he admitted that not all
members of his administration lived
up to expectations.

By Damilola Olufemi

“When he became a democratic
president, he tried his best to fight
corruption. Unfortunately, some of
the officers who served with him are
found wanting. They didn’t do as
much as was expected from them,”
he said.

He described Buhari’s passing as a
“big blow” to both Nigeria and the
wider West African region,
commending President Bola Tinubu
for sending Vice President Kashim
Shettima and Chief of Staff Femi
Gbajabiamila to London to oversee
the repatriation of the late leader’s
remains.

“That shows the magnitude of what
has befallen Nigeria,” Abdulsalami
noted.

“With the passing away of Buhari,
politics in Nigeria will certainly
change — I hope for the better,” he
concluded.
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FG health personnel to apply
knowledge into service zuuome.

he Federal Government has called
about 150 trained health
personnel to put their newly

acquired knowledge into practice in a bid
to strengthen Nigeria’s system.

According to the News Agency of
Nigeria (NAN), the call was made on
Monday during a four-day workshop in
Damaturu, Yobe State, as part of the
National Health Sector Renewal
Initiative (NHSRI).

The event, themed “Leadership, Health
System Strengthening, and Health
Planning Capacity Development,”
brought together over 70 programme
managers and development partners
from across the country.

Dr Babagana Abba, the Sector-Wide
Approach Desk Officer, said the training
focused on building the capacity of
frontline medical managers to improve
planning, leadership, and technical
delivery of medical services.

“The training targets programme officers
and managers—those directly
responsible for implementing health
programmes at the state, local
government, and community levels,” he

explained.

According to Dr Abba, similar
workshops had already taken place in
Enugu and the Federal Capital Territory,
intending to ensure that medical officers
at all levels understand and implement
national health priorities effectively.

He urged the participants to actively take
part in the sessions and to share their
knowledge with their teams, stating that
this would help prepare for the
development of the 2026 Annual
Operational Plan (AOP).

“We want every health worker—whether
at the state or community level—to be
informed, involved, and working
towards common national goals,” he
said.

Health minister speaks

The Coordinating Minister of Health and
Social Welfare, Prof Muhammad Pate,
addressed the participants virtually.

He described the 2026 AOP as a vital tool
for achieving the country’s flagship
reforms and urged medical workers to
focus on people-centred, data-driven

planning.

Represented by his Technical Adviser,
Dr Isa Bukar, Prof. Pate added, “This is
not the time for business as usual.
Nigerians must see results, especially
with the 2027 elections approaching.”

Dr Musa Matazu, speaking on behalf of
the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
and the Aliko Dangote Foundation,
praised the programme, calling it a
results-oriented approach that connects
planning with real impact.

“This is the first time we are seeing such a
targeted training that focuses on systems
strengthening, problem-solving, and
planning for impact,” Dr Matazu said.

He commended Yobe State for showing
leadership in resource mobilisation and
partnership, adding that other states
could achieve even more if they applied
the same commitment.

The training is expected to boost the
capacity of medical managers
nationwide and help Nigeria deliver
better healthcare outcomes.
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WHO endorses twice-yearly HIV prevention

jah in major policy shift

he World Health
Organisation (WHO) has
released new guidelines
recommending lenacapavir (LEN)
as a twice-yearly injectable option
for HIV prevention, marking a major
advance in the global HIV response.

The announcement was made at the
13th International AIDS Society
(IAS) Conference on HIV Science in
Kigali, Rwanda.

Lenacapavir, the first long-acting
PrEP requiring just two doses
annually, offers a highly effective
alternative for people who struggle
with daily medication, stigma, or
limited access to healthcare.

“While an HIV vaccine remains
elusive, lenacapavir is the next best
thing,” said WHO Director-General
Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus.
“Committed to working with
countries and partners to ensure this
innovation reaches communities as
quickly and safely as possible.”

The new guidelines arrive amid
stalled progress in HIV prevention.
In 2024, 1.3 million people
contracted HIV, with key
populations — including sex
workers, men who have sex with
men, transgender people, and
adolescents — disproportionately
affected.

WHO now recommends HIV rapid
testing to support delivery of
injectable PrEP, streamlining access
through pharmacies, clinics, and
telehealth. This shift removes
barriers tied to costly and complex
testing.

Lenacapavir joins a growing list of
WHO-endorsed prevention tools,
including daily oral PrEP, injectable
cabotegravir, and the dapivirine

vaginal ring.

While broader access to LEN is still
limited, WHO urges countries and
donors to begin rollout within
national HIV programmes,
gathering data on real-world impact.

Updated Treatment and Service
Integration

WHO has also updated its treatment
guidance to recommend injectable
cabotegravir and rilpivirine
(CAB/RPV) for people with
suppressed viral loads who don’t
have active hepatitis B. This long-
acting ART option supports
individuals with adherence
challenges.

In addition, WHO now encourages
integration of HIV services with
treatment for noncommunicable
diseases like diabetes and
hypertension, alongside mental
health support. New STI guidelines
also recommend routine screening

By Helen Okechukwu

. 1

for gonorrhoea and chlamydia in
high-risk groups.

For people with HIV and mpox,
WHO strongly advises rapid ART
initiation, alongside routine HIV
and syphilis testing for suspected
mpox cases.

By the end of 2024, 40.8 million
people were living with HIV, 65% of
them in Africa. While 31.6 million
were on treatment, 630,000 died
from HIV-related causes.

With global HIV funding in decline,
WHO has released operational
guidance to help countries prioritise
essential services and safeguard
progress.

“We have the tools and the
knowledge to end AIDS as a public
health problem,” said Dr Meg
Doherty of WHO. “What we need
now is bold implementation of these
recommendations.”
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KWEPA tasks UNILORIN management on

taCkllng enVlronmenta;l lssues By Helen Okﬁchukwu

r I Yhe Kwara State Environmental
Protection Agency (KWEPA) has
urged the management of the

University of Ilorin (UNILORIN) to

address environmental concerns observed

during a recent inspection at its permanent
site.

The visit, conducted by the Agency’s
Tertiary Institution Unit, was aimed at
evaluating the University’s compliance with
sanitation and waste management
standards.

The inspection team identified several
lapses and called on the institution to take
immediate steps to improve its
environmental conditions for the safety and
well-being of students, staff, and nearby
residents.

Leading the team on behalf of KWEPA’s
General Manager, Hon. Jide Aina, Mrs.
Hassan Fatimoh stressed the Agency’s
commitment to ensuring healthy and clean
learning environments across all higher
institutions in the state.

UNILORIN to partner KWEPA

Reacting to the findings, Dr. Abdulrashid
Adekeye Odunola, Director of Health

KWEPA cracks down on

pharmacies

n a determined move to enforce
Ienvironmental health regulations, the

Kwara State Environmental Protection
Agency (KWEPA) has carried out a
sweeping inspection of pharmacies across
Ilorin, intensifying efforts to safeguard
public health and uphold environmental
standards.

The operation, spearheaded by Mr Jamiu
Isiaka on behalf of the Agency’s General
Manager, Mr Jide Aina, zeroed in on the
sanitary conditions, waste disposal systems,
and overall environmental management
practices of pharmaceutical outlets within
the metropolis.

Dozens of premises were subjected to
rigorous scrutiny, with the inspection team
commending those that met prescribed
hygiene and safety standards.

Services at UNILORIN, expressed the
University’s willingness to collaborate with
the health agency.

He assured the team that the management
would reinforce existing environmental
measures and promptly address the issues
raised.

In a related effort, KWEPA’s School Health
Unit carried out inspections at various
private schools within Ilorin to assess their
compliance with environmental and
hygiene regulations.
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Read Also: Diarrhoea: Kaduna govt seeks
end to open defecation

However, not all establishments passed
muster. Several were served official
notifications highlighting areas of concern,
while others were handed stern warnings for
flouting environmental safety guidelines.

According to the VON report, KWEPA made

According to the press Secretary of
KWEPA, Aliyu Amode, in a shared
document, the checks are part of a wider
initiative by the agency to uphold public
health and ensure that all schools maintain
safe and sanitary learning spaces.

KWEPA reaffirmed its dedication to
safeguarding the environment and public
health through regular assessments,
awareness campaigns, and strict
enforcement of environmental laws.

unsanitary

By Helen Okechukwu

it clear that persistent violations would not
be tolerated, stressing that repeat offenders
risk sanctions following environmental
laws.

KWEPA reassures provision of safety
Speaking after the exercise, Mr Isiaka
reaffirmed the Agency’s commitment to
protecting public health through proactive
regulation.

He urged all pharmacy operators and health-
related businesses to prioritise
environmental compliance as a non-
negotiable aspect of their operations.

Isiaka stated that similar inspections would
continue at regular intervals to ensure
consistent adherence to environmental
protocols within the health sector.
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Tems makes history as first African to headline '
Club World Cup Final

rammy-winning Nigerian
singer Tems has made history
by becoming the first African
artiste to headline the FIFA Club

World Cup final.

The globally celebrated songstress
took the spotlight during the closing
ceremony of the match between
Chelsea and Paris Saint-Germain on
Sunday, July 13,2025.

The match, which took place at a
packed stadium, wasn’t just a football
showdown—it also served as a
powerful showcase of African talent
on the world stage. Tems delivered an
electrifying performance that
captivated both fans in the arena and
millions watching across the globe.

The announcement of Tems as the
headliner was made days earlier by
FIFA and Global Citizen, co-
producers of the high-profile sporting
event. The news quickly went viral
and generated excitement across
social media platforms. Music lovers
and football fans alike expressed their
enthusias