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Senate President Godswill Akpabio 
has approached the Federal High 
Court in Abuja, requesting a 

judicial order compelling suspended 
Senator Natasha Akpoti-Uduaghan (Kogi 
Central) to remove a satirical video 
apology posted on her social media 
platforms.

The video, published on April 27, 2025, 
features Senator Natasha Akpoti-
Uduaghan issuing a sarcastic apology in 
which she alleges she was being 
penalised for “maintaining dignity and 
self-respect” and for rejecting what she 
described as inappropriate advances from 
the Senate President. The content implies 
that Akpabio expected his authority to be 
unquestioned, particularly by female 
colleagues.

The dispute reportedly originated from a 
disagreement on seating arrangements in 
the Senate chamber, which later escalated 
into a broader conflict. Subsequently, 
Senator Akpoti-Uduaghan filed a suit 
seeking to restrain the Senate from 
investigating her for alleged misconduct. 
She specifically requested the court to bar 
the Senate Committee on Ethics, 
Privileges and Public Petitions—chaired 
by Senator Neda Imasuen—from 
initiating disciplinary proceedings.

Despite her legal  move,  Akpoti-
Uduaghan was suspended from Senate 
activities after making public accusations 
of sexual harassment against the Senate 
President.

Justice Binta Nyako, who presides over 
the matter, had earlier issued an order on 
April 4, 2025, instructing all involved 
parties to refrain from making public 
statements regarding the ongoing 
litigation.

Akpabio request video deletion
In a new legal filing, Akpabio’s counsel, 
Kehinde Ogunwumiju, requested the 
court to direct Senator Akpoti-Uduaghan 
to delete the video from all her social 
media channels, citing the court’s earlier 
gag order. Furthermore, the application 
asks that she be compelled to issue a 
written apology, to be published in at least 
two national newspapers, and submit an 
affidavit confirming her compliance with 
the court’s directive.

Akpabio seeks court order against Natasha
over satirical apology  By Damilola Olufemi

Two tax reform bills out of the four 
proposed by President Bola 
Tinubu were passed by the Senate 

on Wednesday.

The remaining two bills—the Nigeria Tax 
Bill 2024 and the Tax Administration 
Bill—will be passed on Thursday.

An ad hoc committee made up of senators 
presided over the bills to deliberate on the 
proposed legislation before passage.

After reviewing the report chaired by 
Senator Sani Musa, representing Niger 
East, the Nigeria Revenue Service 
Establishment Bill and the Joint Revenue 
Board Establishment Bill were passed.

Meanwhile, during the committee 
deliberation, clauses of the bills were 
debated and considered at the Committee 
of the Whole.

The bill passed after senators supported it 
in a voice vote conducted by Senate 
President Godswill Akpabio.

The Senate president acknowledged that a 
committee would be established to 
harmonise its decision with the version 
passed by the House of Representatives in 
March.

Upon conclusion, the bills will be 
transmitted to President Tinubu for 
assent.

The Senate also oversaw the introduction 
of strict penalties for tax violators, stating 
that failure to register or file returns will 
attract a fine, as well as up to three years’ 
imprisonment for serious violations.

Senate passes two tax reform bills, comes
hard on tax violators By  Helen Okechukwu
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President Bola Tinubu has 
rejoiced with the Roman 
Catholic Church on the 

emergence of Pope Leo XIV as the 
267th occupant of the throne of St 
Peter, and the new leader of the 
church.

In a s tatement on Thursday, 
presidential spokesman, Bayo 
Onanuga, said his Tinubu also 
prayed for the successful tenure of 
the new Pope and Bishop of Rome.

“The President felicitates the 
Conclave for electing the American 
Robert Francis Cardinal Prevost as 
the  267 th  Bishop  o f  Rome. 
President Tinubu rejoices with the 
leadership of and congregants of the 
Catholic Church in Nigeria on the 
historic election of the new Pontiff, 
whose message of faith and hope 
already resonates across the globe, 
with a reassurance from the 
scriptures of a more peaceful 
world,” the statement partly read.

Tinubu said Nigeria and the Holy 
See have shared values over many 
years.

H e  a l s o  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h e 
rewarding partnership with the 
Catholic Church in peacebuilding, 
e d u c a t i o n ,  h e a l t h c a r e , 
infrastructure, and, more recently, 
the promotion of technology in 
advancing human capacity and is 
confident that the election of Pope 
Leo XIV opens a new chapter in the 
history of the Catholic Church and 

the values of love, humanity and 
c h a r i t y,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  t h e 
underpr iv i leged ,  tha t  i t  has 
consistently projected.

The President, therefore, prayed that 
the Almighty God will continuously 
shed his light of glory over the new 
leader of the Catholic Church and 
grant him good health and wisdom 
so that he can reach the world with 
the message of peace and love.

Robert Francis Prevost became 
Pope Leo XIV on Thursday after 
cardinals from around the globe 
chose him to be the first leader of the 
world’s 1.4 billion Catholics to hail 
from the United States.

Tens of thousands of well-wishers 
cheered as Leo, successor to the late 
Pope Francis, appeared on the 
balcony of St Peter’s Basilica to 
deliver the first address of his 
ministry.

“To all people, wherever they are, to 
all peoples, to the whole Earth, 

peace be with you,” a smiling Leo 
told the crowd.

“Help us, and each other, to build 
bridges through dialogue, through 
encounter, to come together as one 
people, always in peace.”

Leo’s speech drew warm applause, 
especially a section where the 
prelate — who spent many years in 
Peru — broke into Spanish, and also 
when he paid tribute to his popular 
predecessor Francis, who died last 
month.

“We still keep in our ears that weak, 
but always courageous, voice of 
Pope Francis blessing Rome,” he 
sa id ,  referr ing to  the  a i l ing 
Argentine’s Easter Sunday address, 
a day before his death.

“We must seek together how to be a 
missionary Church, a Church that 
b u i l d s  b r i d g e s ,  w h i c h  h o l d 
dialogues, which is always open,” 
he said.

Tinubu congratulate Pope Leo XIV, rejoices with
Catholic church

TWENTY-TWO members of 
the Delta State House of 
Assembly, including the 

Speaker, Rt. Hon. Emomotimi 
Guwor, have formally defected 
from the Peoples Democratic Party, 
PDP, to the All Progressives 
Congress, APC.

They defected during Tuesday’s 
plenary.

Guwor,  who announced the 

defection, disclosed that he had 
received 22 letters, including his 
n o t i fi c a t i o n  o f  c h a n g e  o f 
membership from the PDP to APC 
by members of the PDP in the 
House.

The Speaker said the defection was 
hinged on the instability of the 
national leadership of the PDP and 
factionalisation of the South-South 
zonal executive of the party.

Delta Speaker, 21 PDP lawmakers,
defect to APC By  Friday Omosola

By Oluwatosin Ologun



The Conference of Speakers of 

State Legislatures of Nigeria 

has  r e j ec t ed  the  r ecen t 

summons issued by the House of 

Representatives Committee on Public 

Petitions, targeting the Speakers of the 

Benue and Zamfara State Houses of 

Assembly.

The summons, allegedly based on 

petitions from the civil society group 

Guardians of Democracy and the Rule 

of Law, is seen by the conference as an 

overreach of constitutional authority 

and a direct challenge to Nigeria’s 

federal structure, which it said 

undermined the autonomy of State 

Legislatures as guaranteed under the 

1999 Constitution.

In  a  formal  le t te r  sen t  to  the 

Committee, by the Chairman of the 

Conference, Adebo Ogundoyin, who is 

also the Speaker of the Oyo State 

House of Assembly, the conference 

articulated that the investigative and 

oversight powers of the National 

Assembly, as defined in Sections 88 

and 89 of the Constitution, are confined 

to federal matters.

It emphasised that state legislatures are 

constitutionally independent arms of 

government, asserting that their 

presiding officers cannot be summoned 

over internal legislative issues unless a 

clear constitutional or federal matter is 

involved.

In solidarity with this position, the 

Speakers of Benue and Zamfara State 

H o u s e s  o f  A s s e m b l y  h a v e 

i n d e p e n d e n t l y  v o i c e d  s t r o n g 

constitutional objections to the 

summons, stating that the concerns 

raised are purely domestic and fall 

outside the oversight jurisdiction of the 

National Assembly.

The Conference cautioned that any 

a t t e m p t s  t o  u n d e r m i n e  t h e 

constitutional independence of state 

assemblies could set a troubling 

precedent, potentially jeopardising 

democracy at the sub-national level.

The conference called on the National 

Assembly to respect the principles of 

separation of powers and mutual 

ins t i tu t iona l  respec t ,  assur ing 

Nigerians of its steadfast commitment 

to transparency, accountability, and the 

rule of law across all levels of 

governance.

Conference of Speakers rejects Reps
summons of colleagues
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The Minister of Agriculture 
and Food Security in Nigeria, 
Senator Abubakar Kyari, said 

Nigeria has lost over N1.3 billion to 
the outbreak of Tuta absoluta in Kano, 
Katsina, and Kaduna, leading to a 
significant increase in the price of 
tomatoes.

“Tomato Ebola,” nicknamed by 
farmers, is a tomato-destroying pest.

This development was disclosed on 
Wednesday during the ongoing four-
day capacity-building workshop for 
financial institutions organised by 
HortiNigeria in collaboration with the 
Nigeria  Incentive-Based Risk 
Sharing System for Agricultural 
Lending (NIRSAL) Plc in Abuja.

Senator Kyari further emphasised 
that the outcome of the virus has 
worsened and triggered food inflation 
and impacted household budgets, 
stating that previously, a 50kg basket 
cost N5,000, but due to the attack, it 
has increased to between N10,000 
and N30,000.

He highlighted the effect on tomatoes, 
stating that the damage can surface 
within 48 hours.

He stressed the need to implement 
strategic pest control measures, invest 
in resilient crop varieties, and support 
farmers with preventive and safety 
measures.

In 2024, the National Bureau of 
Statistics (NBS) noted that tomatoes 
led the food price index with a 
staggering 320 per cent year-on-year 

increase, followed by peppers and 
other produce.

“Tomatoes and pepper, essential 
ingredients in virtually every 
Nigerian kitchen, serve as baseline 
commodities for daily cooking.”

To improve Nigerian agriculture, the 
minister declared horticulture as the 
solution-driven initiative to revive the 
system, as it tends to improve rural 
a reas ,  p rov ide  jobs ,  enhance 
n u t r i t i o n ,  a n d  s u p p o r t  t r a d e 
diversification.

Horticulture involves the cultivation 
of fruits, vegetables, herbs, spices, 
flowers, and ornamentals.

Unveiling horticulture as a dynamic 
sec tor  tha t  p romotes  c l imate 
resilience, he said, “The sector also 
promotes climate resilience through 

protected cultivation and irrigation 
systems and improves urban food 
access through peri-urban farming 
and integrated logistics.”

While explaining the benefits of 
horticultural crops, which contain 
rich nutrients, Kyari noted, “Crops 
l i k e  t o m a t o e s ,  p i n e a p p l e s , 
cucumbers, citrus, and plantains have 
enormous domestic demand and are 
i n c r e a s i n g l y  b e c o m i n g  k e y 
commercial crops.”

“Scaling up the production and 
affordability of these crops is crucial 
to ending malnutrition in all its 
forms.”

He called for the improvement of the 
horticulture value chain in the country 
to enable profit and value using the 
recommended  fi t - fo r-purpose 
instruments.

African country lost N1.3bn lost to
‘Tomato Ebola’ By Helen Okechukwu

TWENTY-TWO members of 
the Delta State House of 
Assembly, including the 

Speaker, Rt. Hon. Emomotimi 
Guwor, have formally defected 
from the Peoples Democratic Party, 
PDP, to the All Progressives 
Congress, APC.

They defected during Tuesday’s 
plenary.

Guwor,  who announced the 

defection, disclosed that he had 
received 22 letters, including his 
n o t i fi c a t i o n  o f  c h a n g e  o f 
membership from the PDP to APC 
by members of the PDP in the 
House.

The Speaker said the defection was 
hinged on the instability of the 
national leadership of the PDP and 
factionalisation of the South-South 
zonal executive of the party.

Delta Speaker, 21 PDP lawmakers,
defect to APC By  Friday Omosola
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Th e  A l l  P r o g r e s s i v e s 

C o n g r e s s  ( A P C )  h a s 

announced that its local 

government primary elections will 

take place on Saturday, 10th May 

2025.

In anticipation of the exercise, the 

Lagos State Government has issued 

a traffic advisory to ensure the 

smooth flow of movement across 

affected areas.

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r 

Transpo r t a t i on ,  O luwaseun 

Osiyemi, stated in a press release 

that motorists would not be able to 

access ACME Road from the 

Adeniyi Jones, Lateef Jakande, and 

ACME Crescent ends.

He added that the entire stretch of 

ACME Road would be closed to 

vehicular traffic for the duration of 

the primaries.

Consequently, motorists have been 

advised to make use of alternative 

routes.

Osiyemi explained that those 

approaching from Adeniyi Jones 

should connect through Aromire to 

access Allen Junction and continue 

their journeys.

He also advised motorists coming 

from Allen to use Aromire to link 

Ladipo Oluwole and then connect 

to Guinness to reach their intended 

destinations.

“Motorists coming from Akilo 

Road will also be able to connect to 

Wemco Road, link to Lateef 

Jakande, or continue onto Omole to 

complete their journeys.

“Members of the public are kindly 

advised to plan their movements 

ahead of Saturday. If you do not 

have any urgent or necessary 

business around the ACME Road 

axis, please consider avoiding the 

area to ease movement and reduce 

congestion.

“Officials of the Lagos State Traffic 

M a n a g e m e n t  A u t h o r i t y 

(LASTMA) will be on the ground 

to manage vehicular movement 

along the affected corridors”, said 

Osiyemi.

Lagos APC schedules LG primaries
for Saturday By  Friday Omosola
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The Court of Appeal in Akure, 
Ondo State, has upheld the 
election of Governor Lucky 

Aiyedatiwa and his deputy, Olayide 
Adelami.

Aiyedatiwa was declared the winner 
of the Ondo State governorship 
election by the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) in 
November 2024 and was sworn in 
February 2025.

The court dismissed a challenge 
brought against the legitimacy of the 
APC primary that produced their 
candidacies.

Delivering a unanimous decision, 
Justice Oyebisi Omoleye affirmed the 
earlier verdict of the Federal High 
Court, which threw out a suit filed by 
New Nigeria People’s Party (NNPP) 
candidate, Olugbenga Edema, on 
procedural grounds.

Justice Toyin Bolaji Adegoke of the 
lower court previously ruled that 

Edema no longer had legal standing 
after the NNPP officially withdrew 
from the case, rendering the suit 
defective.

Edema, represented by his lawyer 
Abayomi Ojo, had petitioned the court 
to compel the INEC to cancel the 
nomination of Aiyedatiwa and 
Adelami, alleging irregularities in the 
APC’s primary process.

He had also urged the court to interpret 
Section 15 of the Third Schedule to the 
1999 Constitution (as amended) in his 
favour.

After the Federal High Court rejected 
his claims, Edema took the matter to 
the Court of Appeal.

However, all respondents, including 
INEC, the APC, and the two elected 
officials— maintained that the appeal 
was baseless and an abuse of judicial 
process.

The appellate panel agreed, ruling 

unanimously against Edema and 
imposing a fine of ₦1 million on him 
for each of the respondents.

Reacting to the outcome, Remi 
Olatubora, counsel to the deputy 
governor, described the case as a 
misuse of court time.

“It’s astonishing that someone who 
ran under a different party would 
chal lenge  the  v ic tory  of  APC 
candidates. Thankfully, justice has 
been served,” he said.

Ondo State’s Attorney General and 
Commissioner for Justice, Kayode 
Ajulo, also welcomed the judgment, 
a p p l a u d i n g  t h e  j u d i c i a r y ’ s 
commitment and reiterating that the 
verdict reflected the will of the people.

He added, “The electorate has spoken. 
What the state needs now is unity and 
progress, not endless court battles.”

By Friday Omosola

Appeal court upholds Aiyedatiwa, Adelami’s
election victory

Continue reading 
on next page
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De s p i t e  g r a p p l i n g  w i t h 
challenges in skilled birth 
attendance across Primary 

Health Centres (PHCs), Kwara State has 
recorded the lowest child mortality rate 
in Nigeria, according to the latest data 
from the Nigeria Demographic and 
Health Survey (NDHS).

Speaking during the first quarterly 
meeting of the Kwara State Task Force 
on Immunization and PHC in Ilorin, the 
Executive Secretary of the Kwara State 
PHC Development Agency, Professor 
Nasirat Elelu, disclosed that the state 
had achieved a milestone figure of two 
child deaths per 1,000 live births — the 
lowest in the country.

“For the child mortality data, Kwara 
recorded two out of 1,000 live births, 
which is the least in Nigeria, ” Prof Elelu 
said. “The indicators show that some of 

the activities we’re implementing are 
actual ly  working,  especial ly  in 
improving public confidence in our 
health system. “

She noted that access to skilled birth 
attendants at PHCs in the state played a 
significant role in the improved health 
outcomes.

“Kwara has one of the best numbers of 
skilled birth attendants in PHCs within 
the North Central zone. That has also 
translated into lives being saved,” she 
added.

In an effort to further reduce maternal 
a n d  c h i l d  m o r t a l i t y,  t h e  s t a t e 
government has introduced free Mama 
Kits for pregnant women who deliver in 
PHCs.

Additionally, a toll-free line has been set 

up to report any unauthorized charges 
beyond the basic registration card.

Professor Elelu expressed concern over 
cultural barriers that hinder health 
access, especially the reluctance of some 
husbands to allow their wives to take 
children for immunization.

She called on ministries, agencies, and 
community leaders to intensify efforts in 
educating men about the importance of 
maternal and child healthcare.

Supporting her stance, the chairman of 
the state task force and Deputy 
G o v e r n o r ,  M r.  K a y o d e  A l a b i , 
announced that a stakeholders’ meeting 
would soon be convened to tackle the 
issue of parents preventing their 
c h i l d r e n  f r o m  r e c e i v i n g  v i t a l 
vaccinations.

Kwara records lowest child mortality
rate in Nigeria despite challenges in
skilled attendance By   Helen Okechukwu

Governor Umo Eno of Akwa Ibom 
State has confirmed growing 
speculation that he will soon 

leave the Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP), citing the party’s dwindling 
capacity to help him achieve his political 
aspirations.

Speaking on Tuesday, April 29, during the 
To w n  S q u a r e  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e 
U k a n a f u n / O r u k  A n a m  f e d e r a l 
constituency, held at QIC Central School, 
Ikot Akpankuk, Eno likened the PDP to a 
faulty aircraft, suggesting it could no 
longer carry him to his “next destination.”

“If you wanted to travel with Ibom 
Airline, and on the verge of taking off, it 
developed a fault that won’t enable it to 
fly, won’t you board the next available 

plane to take you to your destination?” the 
governor asked his supporters.

The remarks come amid mounting 
rumours that Eno is preparing to defect to 

the ruling All Progressives Congress 
(APC) ahead of the 2027 general 
elections. 

Though he did not explicitly mention the 
APC, the analogy was widely interpreted 
as a signal of an impending switch.

This follows a wave of high-profile 
defections from the PDP, including that of 
Delta State Governor Sheriff Oborevwori, 
who recently joined the APC along with a 
number of supporters, citing the move as 
being in the best interest of his people.

Governor Eno’s potential departure marks 
another significant blow to the PDP, 
which has been battling internal divisions 
and dwindling influence in recent months.

By Gbenga Oluranti Olaleye

Akwa Ibom gov Umo Eno conrms plans to leave
PDP, hints at joining APC
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The Officer in Charge of the 
Antenatal Clinic (ANC) at 
Miri Primary Healthcare 

Centre (PHC) in Bauchi, Mrs. 
Umul-Khairi Musa, has encouraged 
pregnant mothers to take advantage 
of and participate in maternal and 
child health programmes as they 
enrol in antenatal care.

Musa, who facilitated the cohort 
learning in maternal and child 
health, while speaking with the 
News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) on 
T h u r s d a y,  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e 
importance of the organized 
training exercise aimed at reducing 
complications and improving child 
health.

While explaining the structure of 

the learning approach, she disclosed 
that the outcomes of these educative 
exercises for expectant mothers cut 
across major health issues such as 
nutrition, danger signs during 
pregnancy, and newborn care has 
been impactful.

“We introduced the cohort learning 
model to ensure that pregnant 
women receive focused, continuous 
e d u c a t i o n , ”  s h e  s a i d  w h i l e 
acknowledging that since its 
implementation, there have been 
noticeable decline in complications 
during pregnancy.

She further explained the benefits, 
stating that “Babies brought in for 
immunisation are generally healthy 
and developing well for their age.”

“This is because the learning 
process is interactive, organised, 
and allows for better engagement.”

During the training, pictorial 
materials were used to aid better 
understanding and retain attention.

“Every woman in our care is placed 
in a cohort based on her pregnancy 
stage. As some give birth, new ones 
are enrolled, it’s a continuous 
process,” she said.

She urged all pregnant women who 
were part of the programme to apply 
the knowledge gained.

By  Helen Okechukwu

Health Ofcer encourages expectant mothers to
take advantage of antenatal care

The Court of Appeal sitting in 
Calabar has affirmed the conviction 
and sentencing of Professor Peter 

Ogban, who was imprisoned in 2021 for 
manipulating election results in favour of 
Godswill Akpabio during the 2019 
senatorial race in Akwa Ibom State.

Professor Ogban, a lecturer at the 
University of Calabar and serving as a 
returning officer at the time, was found 
guilty of altering vote counts in Oruk Anam 
and Etim Ekpo local government areas to 
favour Akpabio, then a candidate of the All 
Progressives Congress (APC). The fraud 
took place in an election that Akpabio 
ultimately lost to the Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) candidate, Chris Ekpenyong.

Akpabio emerging Senate President
Despite the initial defeat, Mr Akpabio 
would later return to contest again in 2023 
and secure a seat in the Senate, eventually 
becoming its president.

The appellate court, in its ruling on 
Wednesday, not only upheld the three-year 
sentence handed down by the State High 
Cour t  in  Uyo but  a l so  expressed 
disapproval of Professor Ogban’s conduct, 
especially given his position in academia.

During the original trial, Professor Ogban 

had admitted to inflating the APC’s vote 
count by approximately 5,000 in Oruk 
Anam. He had pleaded for leniency, but the 
trial judge, Justice Augustine Odokwo, 
emphasised the seriousness of the offence 
and ruled that the prosecution had proven 
its case beyond a reasonable doubt.

The Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) led the prosecution in 
this landmark case aimed at holding 
electoral officers accountable.

Ogban is not the only academic recently 
convicted of electoral misconduct. Another 
university lecturer, Professor Ignatius 
Uduk of the University of Uyo, was also 
sentenced to three years in prison for 
similar offences. He was convicted of 
fabricating and announcing false results 
during the 2019 elections in the Essien 
Udim State Constituency, allegedly in 
favour of an APC candidate allied with 
Akpabio.

By Damilola Olufemi

Court upholds conviction of Professor who falsied
election results for Akpabio

Health



For effective service delivery, 
Renaissance Africa Energy 
C o m p a n y  L i m i t e d ,  i n 

collaboration with its Joint Venture (JV) 
partners — NNPCL, Total Energies, and 
Eni — donated seven life-saving pieces 
of equipment, including drugs, to the 
Rivers State University Teaching 
Hospital (RSUTH).

The donation exercise took place on 
Wednesday during a brief ceremony held 
in Port Harcourt.

The multimillion-naira items were 
donated by Mr. Igo Weli, General 
Manager, Relations and Sustainable 
Development of the company.

The donated equipment includes four 
VG70 Aeonmed ventilators, a laser 
therapy machine, and an Automated 
External Defibrillator (AED).
 
Another piece of equipment donated is a 
7A-233D electronic suction apparatus, 
as well as an assortment of seed stock 

drugs, said to be for the Intensive Care 
Unit (ICU) of RSUTH.

RSUTH reacts to donation

The donation includes ventilators 
originally acquired during the COVID-
19 pandemic but unused.

According to Renaissance’s General 
Manager, Weli, the equipment will now 
serve critical patients, addressing the 
hospital’s shortage of functional 
ventilators despite its nine-bed ICU 
capacity.

“The demand for critical care has far 
outpaced the hospital’s equipment 
capacity, often forcing clinicians to make 
difficult choices on which patient 
receives ventilation support,” Weli 
noted. “Rather than allowing them to 
remain idle and depreciate.”

Responding to RSUTH’s request, the 
company expanded its support to include 
a laser therapy machine and thousands of 

essential drugs to support the hospital’s 
drug revolving fund, aiming to end the 
chronic “out-of-stock” syndrome in 
healthcare centres.

Weli urged the hospital to ensure proper 
maintenance of the equipment to 
guarantee long-term use.

Receiving the donation, RSUTH Chief 
Medical Director, Prof. Chizindu Alikor, 
expressed gratitude, saying it would 
significantly ease the strain on their ICU, 
which has seen increased pressure since 
opening to the public in September 2023.

Permanent Secretary of the Rivers State 
Ministry of Health, Dr. Mekele Igwe, 
also praised Renaissance for i ts 
intervention.

The donation comes after Renaissance’s 
acqu i s i t ion  o f  She l l  Pe t ro leum 
Development Company’s onshore assets 
in March, marking the company’s 
expanded  commi tmen t  to  loca l 
development.
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Firm donates multimillion-naira medical
equipment, drugs to RSUTH

Health

By  Helen Okechukwu
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A study says patients with 
Down syndrome are prone to 
a higher risk of having heart 

disease, including stroke, with a 4.41 
times higher risk of ischemic stroke 
and a 5.14 times higher risk of 
hemorrhagic stroke.

This research, published in the Journal 
of Internal Medicine on May 7, shared 
that the 5.14 times risk of stroke is 
caused by brain bleed.

While the study revealed that both 
those with and without Down 
syndrome have the same risk factors, 
the risk factors are significantly higher 
among young people with Down 
syndrome.

The group of researchers says 
individuals with Down syndrome 
have a higher risk compared to people 
who do not suffer from genetic 
disorders.

Down syndrome is caused by a partial 

o r  c o m p l e t e  t r i p l i c a t i o n  o f 
chromosome 21 ,  and  the  l i fe 
expectancy of people living with it has 
increased dramatically from 25 years 
in 1983 to 60 years in 2020.

With this recent study, researchers 
urged for large population-based 
studies on aging people with Down 
syndrome to improve detection, 
prevention, and treatment of age-
related comorbidities in this unique 
population.

Although the scientists noted that, in 
e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d ,  t h e  e x t r a 
chromosome 21 begins to manifest 
along with the presence of congenital 
hear t  defects  and inte l lectual 
disability, including autoimmune and 
hematological disorders such as 
leukemia, at a later stage of life, early-
onset Alzheimer’s disease will be 
witnessed.

The scientists suggested that the risk 
factors are linked to cardiovascular 

risk factors, with a prevalence of 
obesity, sedentary lifestyle, and 
dyslipidemia, but a remarkably low 
prevalence of hypertension.

Dr. Anne Pedersen, of Sweden’s 
University of Gothenburg, said in a 
statement that, “Our results show that 
individuals with Down syndrome are 
at increased risk of some age-related 
cardiovascular  outcomes,  and 
indicate, in line with results from 
p r e v i o u s  s t u d i e s ,  t h a t  t h e i r 
cardiovascular risk factor profile 
differs from the general population.”

It is noted that those with Down 
syndrome age faster, with the immune 
system failing earlier than in the 
general population.

More than 5,155 people with Down 
syndrome born in Sweden between 
1946 and 2000 health were studied 
and compared to those living without 
Down syndrome.

In Monday’s early trading, Bitcoin 
saw a significant uptick, reaching 
approximately $87,480, marking 

a 3.71% increase. Ethereum also 
experienced notable growth, rising 
4.05% to trade at $2,093.

The overall cryptocurrency market 
capitalisation rose by 2.94% over the 
past 24 hours, now standing at a robust 
$2.84 trillion. Despite concerns about 
upcoming U.S. tariffs and key 
economic data releases later this 
week, investor confidence in the 
crypto sector remains strong.

Other notable performers include 
XRP, Cardano, and Dogecoin, which 
posted gains of 3%, 2%, and 3.8%, 
respectively. Chainlink, Avalanche, 
Hedera ,  and  Ste l la r  a l so  saw 
significant growth, with rises ranging 
from 3% to 10%.

“Bitcoin is holding above $86,000, 
with a 3% gain today. The key 
resistance level to watch is $86,700; a 

breakout could push us toward 
$90,000,” said Vikram Subburaj, 
CEO of Giottus. 

Bitcoin’s market capitalisation surged 
to $1.727 trillion, with dominance 
rising to 60.73%. Trading volume also 
spiked by 93%, reaching $18.2 
billion.

Solana stood out with a surge of over 
7%, trading above $139. This rally 
was driven by easing market concerns 
over President Trump’s April 2 tariffs, 
which may be more targeted than 
initially feared. 

Solana’s growth is supported by 
unprecedented adoption, with its total 
value locked (TVL) hitting 54.87 
million SOL, and over $72 million 
recently bridged from Ethereum to 
Solana.

Institutional interest in Solana 
continues to rise, with two Solana 
futures ETFs launched on Nasdaq, 
and major asset managers like 
Franklin Templeton and VanEck 
applying for spot Solana ETFs.

Overall, the cryptocurrency market 
shows continued resilience, with 
optimistic projections for Bitcoin, 
with some experts predicting the asset 
could reach $110,000 before a 
potential retest of $76,500.

By Gbenga Oluranti Olaleye

Patients with Down Syndrome suffer high
risk of heart disease, stroke

Nigeria’s Health Minister, Prof. 
Muhammad Pate, has pledged to 
collaborate with the Nigeria Data 

Protection Commission (NDPC) to 
improve and safeguard health sector data, 
in line with the 2023 Nigeria Data 
Protection Act (NDPA).

The statement issued on Thursday noted 
that Prof. Pate made this declaration 
during a working visit led by the National 
Commissioner and Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO) of the NDPC, Dr. Vincent 
Olatunji.

While appreciating and expressing 
satisfaction with the work of the 
Commission, he shared the significance of 
introducing data protection to the 
National Council on Health to deepen data 
protection at the state level.

The statement noted, “He pledged to 

ensure that the 107 entities under his 
ministry would comply with the Nigeria 
Data Protection Act, 2023.”

At the meeting, Dr. Olatunji also 
explained the need for data protection and 
privacy in the health sector; he recounted 
the history of the organization.

Read Also: Three cancer hospitals to be 
ready in May – Prof. Pate

“He reiterated the need for health workers 
and policymakers to develop measures 
that ensure the safety of sensitive personal 
data collected within the sector.”

While calling for the support of Prof. Pate 
towards enforcing the NDPA, the CEO of 
NDPC warned that data breaches in the 
health sector can cause reputational harm, 
loss of body parts, misdiagnosis, and even 
death.

He also offered free data protection 
training for health workers.

“Dr. Pate warmly accepted the proposed 
training and also invited the Commission 
to speak at the next meeting of the 
Committee of Chief Medical Directors to 
further educate them on the importance of 
data protection and privacy,” the 
statement added.

By Helen Okechukwu

Pate pledges to partner with NDPC to strengthen
health data

Health

By  Helen Okechukwu



13 The New Daily Primewww.newdailyprime.news

Nigerian actor IK Ogbonna 
has voiced concerns over the 
growing obsession with 

fame in today’s digital age. In a recent 
post on his Instagram story, the 
Nollywood star described “clout” as 
the new form of currency that many 
people are desperate to spend.

Ogbonna, known for his roles in 
several Nigerian films, shared his 
thoughts on how fame is pursued in 
modern society. He believes many 
people now chase attention by any 
means necessary, even if it means 
sacrificing truth or integrity.

The rise of clout as currency

“Clout is the new currency, and many 
people are desperate to spend it,” 
Ogbonna wrote. He explained that 
some individuals use money to buy 
attention. Others go as far as tearing 
down respected figures just to be 
seen. Then, there are those who 
simply become loud and outrageous 
to attract the spotlight.

According to him, this strategy might 
work in the short term, but it comes 
with a heavy price. “Forced fame 
might get you quick recognition and 
momentary hype, but it rarely lasts,” 
he stated.

Fame without substance is empty

Ogbonna stressed that fame built on 
lies or noise is unstable. It doesn’t 
have a firm base and often crumbles 
under pressure. “There’s no solid 
foundation, just mine,” he said, 
describing the risk of building 
popularity on shaky ground.

He emphasized the need for truth, 
talent, and consistency. Without these 
qualities, fame fades. “Fame without 
purpose fades. But fame built on 
truth, talent, and consistency, that’s 
legacy,” he wrote.

The internet can make or break

Ogbonna also pointed out the role of 
the internet in today’s fame culture. 
While social media can make 
someone famous overnight, it can just 
as quickly destroy them.

“The same internet that crowned you 
today can cancel you tomorrow,” he 
warned. With the internet’s fast pace, 
public opinion changes quickly. One 
wrong move, one misunderstood 
post, and someone’s entire career can 
be at risk.

The pressure to stay relevant

According to the actor, the constant 
need to stay relevant online is 
exhausting. Many feel forced to 
create content, stir drama, or chase 
viral moments just to stay in the 
spotlight.

This pressure can lead people to take 
extreme steps, such as faking 

lifestyles, copying trends, or acting 
out of character. Ogbonna believes 
that this kind of fame is not only 
temporary but harmful in the long 
run.

Build a legacy, not just hype

In his message, Ogbonna urged 
people, especially the younger 
generation—to focus on lasting 
values. He wants aspiring stars to 
understand that true success comes 
from hard work, real skill, and staying 
true to oneself.

“It’s not the fame you gather that 
matters,” he concluded. “It’s how you 
gather it.”

Final thoughts

Ogbonna’s comments reflect a 
broader concern in today’s world. In 
the race for followers, likes, and 
online fame, many are losing sight of 
what truly matters.

His message is a reminder that while 
clout might bring attention today, 
only truth, talent, and consistency 
will stand the test of time. As he puts 
it, “That’s legacy.”

By  Ifedamola Joseph Fayomi

Fame built on clout won’t last, says
IK Ogbonna

Entertainment
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Odumodublvck reacts to misogyny allegations

Entertainment

Ni ge r i an  rapper  Tochukwu 
Ojogwu,  bet ter  known as 
Odumodublvck, has responded 

to growing backlash over allegations of 
misogyny.

The controversy stems from lyrics in his 
2023 hit song Cast, a collaboration with 
fellow artist Shallipopi.

In the track, Odumodublvck made a 
controversial statement suggesting that 
some women rely on men for luxury items 
like wigs and designer handbags. This 
line sparked criticism on social media, 
with many accusing the rapper of 
promoting harmful stereotypes about 
women.

But in a recent interview with The Beat 
FM, Lagos, the artist dismissed the 
claims. He called the accusations “fake” 
and defended his record when it comes to 
supporting female artists in the Nigerian 
music industry.

“That’s a fake misogynist”

S p e a k i n g  t o  t h e  r a d i o  s t a t i o n , 
Odumodublvck addressed the criticism 
directly.

“In the last year, I am the artist that has 
featured the most women in the game,” he 
said. “What kind of misogynist is that? 
That’s a fake one.”

He emphasized that his actions speak 
louder than the lyrics in question. 
According to him, he has done more to 
uplift female musicians than many of his 
peers. “If I hated women, I wouldn’t work 
with them or share my platform,” he said. 
“People pick one line from a song and 
build a whole story. That’s not fair.”

Lyrics spark debate

The line in question, which implies that 
some women depend on transactional 
relationships to afford expensive items, 
quickly caught public attention. While 
some listeners defended it as a reflection 
of real-life experiences, others said it was 

a damaging generalization.

Critics accused the rapper of using his 
music to shame women and reinforce 
negative stereotypes. The backlash was 
swift, especially on social media, where 
users called for accountability and a more 
respectful approach to discussing women 
in music.

However, some fans have defended 
Odumodublvck. They argue that the lyric 
should be seen in the context of the song’s 
broader message and Nigerian street 
culture, where bold statements and raw 
storytelling are common.

A history of collaborating with women

Odumodublvck insists that his record 
shows a pattern of supporting women in 
the industry. Over the past year, he has 
featured multiple female artists in his 
projects, including rising stars and lesser-
known voices.

“I work with women because I respect 
their talent,” he said during the interview. 
“They bring something unique to the 
music. I don’t just talk about supporting 
women, I actually do it.”

He pointed out that many artists talk about 
inclusion, but few take real steps to make 
it happen. “It’s easy to say the right thing 
in interviews,” he said. “But I put women 
on my songs, my shows, and I make sure 
they get the spotlight.”

Artists under scrutiny

The Nigerian music scene, like many 
others around the world, is facing 
increasing scrutiny over how artists 
portray women. As fans demand more 
accountability, musicians are being held 
to higher standards, especially when it 
comes to lyrics and public statements.

For Odumodublvck, the criticism has 
been a learning moment. But he also 
made it clear that he will not let false 
narratives define him.

“I know who I am, and my work speaks 
for itself,” he said. “I’m not perfect, but 
I’m not a misogynist.”

Moving forward

Despite the backlash, Odumodublvck 
remains one of the most talked-about 
names in Nigerian hip-hop. His unique 
sound, bold lyrics, and unapologetic 
personality have won him a loyal fan 
base.

As the conversation around lyrics and 
gender sensitivity continues, artists like 
Odumodublvck will likely face more 
pressure to choose their words carefully. 
For now, though, the rapper stands firm, 
confident that his actions—not one line in 
a song, should define his character.

By  Ifedamola Joseph Fayomi
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Afrobeats star Tiwa Savage and 
R&B icon Usher Raymond have 
sent the internet buzzing with 

dating rumours after a playful exchange 
in London went viral.

The two music stars were spotted together 
during and after Usher’s recent show at 
the O2 Arena in London. The moment that 
sparked the frenzy? A light-hearted 
challenge that ended with Tiwa saying, 
“He loves me,” in front of a cheering 
crowd.

Fans have since flooded social media with 
questions: Are they more than just 
friends? Is there a romance brewing 
between the Nigerian singer and the 
American superstar?

A surprise performance at the O2 Arena
The night began with music, lights, and a 
packed crowd at the O2 Arena as Usher 
continued his Past Present Future tour on 
Wednesday night.

During his set, Usher surprised the 
audience by bringing out Tiwa Savage as 
a special guest. The crowd erupted in 
applause and cheers when the pair 
performed Somebody’s Son, one of 
Tiwa’s biggest hits. The chemistry 
between the two on stage was undeniable. 
Their performance was smooth, playful, 
and full of energy.

This wasn’t the first time the pair had 
shared a stage. Back in 2022, Usher 
brought Tiwa out to perform during his 
headline set at the Global Citizen Festival 
in Accra, Ghana. That appearance also 
drew praise, but this latest interaction has 
stirred deeper interest.

Viral freestyle fuels speculation
After the concert, the two were seen 
together again, this time at an afterparty. It 
was here that the now-viral moment 
occurred.

In a popular game known as the “30 
Seconds Challenge,” Usher dared Tiwa to 

freestyle for 30 seconds. She accepted the 
challenge with confidence and delivered 
an  improvised  performance  tha t 
immediately caught everyone’s attention.

“I’m a little drunk! But it’s alright. I think 
I’m drunk enough. I think I’m drunk 
enough. Are you drunk enough? Usher, 
are you drunk enough? Listen, he loves 
me,” Tiwa said as the crowd roared with 
excitement.

The moment was caught on video and 
quickly spread across social media 
platforms. Fans took the freestyle 
seriously, interpreting the “he loves me” 
line as a hint that something more might 
be going on between the stars.

Fans react with curiosity and excitement
Within hours, the video had gone viral. 
Fans filled Twitter, Instagram, and TikTok 
with  c l ips  and comments .  Many 
speculated that Tiwa and Usher were in a 
romantic relationship. Others brushed it 
off as a joke or part of the performance.

“She said what she said! Tiwa and Usher? 
We’re ready for that power couple,” one 
fan wrote on X (formerly Twitter).

Another joked, “She didn’t stutter. That 
man is in love.”

Still, some viewers remained sceptical. 
“They were probably just having fun. 
Artists say wild things on stage,” a 

commenter noted.

Regardless of what people believe, the 
clip has kept both artists at the centre of 
online conversations.

A history of musical chemistry
Though the dating rumours remain 
unconfirmed, it’s clear that Tiwa and 
Usher have developed a strong musical 
connection over the years.

Their first known collaboration came in 
2022 at the Global Citizen Festival in 
Ghana, where their on-stage energy drew 
applause. Since then, fans have watched 
their friendship grow, both online and in 
public appearances.

Whether it’s business or something more, 
their recent interactions have added fuel 
to the speculation. So far, neither Tiwa 
Savage nor Usher has addressed the 
dating rumors publicly.

No official statement yet
Despite the excitement from fans and the 
growing media coverage, both artists 
have stayed silent on whether they’re 
dating. No official statements have been 
made by either camp.

Until then, fans can only guess. But with 
both stars continuing to share stages and 
make headlines together, it’s safe to say 
this won’t be the last time we see them 
linked.

‘He loves me’, Tiwa Savage fuels dating rumours
with Usher

 By Helen Okechukwu

 By Elizabeth Jenrola Oso

T
o help improve affordable and 
accessible healthcare service in the 
state, the Bayelsa State Government 

expressed its readiness to collaborate with the 
Association of Medical Laboratory Scientists 
of  Niger ia  (AMLSN) and other  key 
stakeholders in the health sector.

To back this, the Deputy Governor, Mr 
Lawrence Ewhrudjakpo, revealed its approval 
for the recruitment of the medical laboratory 
scientists and doctors in the civil service 
recruitment exercise which is ongoing.

This revelation was made known on 
Wednesday during a courtesy visit led by the 
Bayelsa branch of AMLSN to Deputy 
Governor Ewhrudjakpo’s office in Yenagoa.

“We are ready to collaborate with you to make 
health services more affordable and accessible 
to all Bayelsa people,” the deputy governor 
said.

Ewhrudjakpo highlighted the importance of 
cooperation among health workers for quality 
results and noted that every sector is superior 

to others.

Expressing belief over the employment 
process, he assured that competent and 
certified personnel, including other health 
medical practitioners, would be employed.

“We are making progress in the health sector in 
Bayelsa, but we also admit that there is still 
much room for improvement.

He said, “As you are aware, applicants are 
applying to the state civil service, and some 
employment slots have been approved for 
medical doctors and laboratory scientists to be 
employed.

“We need competent and highly qualified 
personnel to be employed in the service to 
provide quality services.

He added, “Every health worker has a role in 
health promotion. No profession in the health 
sector is superior to another.

The State Chairman of AMLSN, Eunice 
Ayamaer-Lelei, underscored the importance 
of providing modern laboratory equipment 
and employing more qualified laboratory 
scientists.

She stressed the pivotal role played by 
laboratory scientists in healthcare delivery and 
urged the state government to implement an 
approved call duty allowance for members of 
AMLSN.

T
he Kogi State Police Command has 
announced that it has deployed a 
tactical team to rescue kidnapped 

passengers of an 18-seater bus along 
Obajana-Kabba highway in the state.

The Command also said that it deployed 
additional operational assets to carry out 
bush combing operations to deny criminal 
elements safe haven along the route.

The command’s Public Relations Officer, 
(PPRO), SP William Ovye Aya, who 
disclosed this in a statement, said the 
directive was given when the Assistant 
Inspector General of Police, Zone 8, 
Command Lokoja, AIG Abubakar Zubairu 
and the Commissioner of Police, Kogi State 
Command, CP Miller G. Dantawaye, visited 
the scene of the attack.

According to the statement, “the AIG further 
engaged with the Divisional Police Officers 
and other key stakeholders to adopt 
strategies for proactive crime prevention 

and control management.”

He urged residents to remain calm, assuring 
them that the Command was working with 
c r i t i c a l  s t a k e h o l d e r s  i n  s e c u r i t y 
management to secure the release of the 
abducted passengers.

A l s o  s p e a k i n g ,  t h e  K o g i  S t a t e 
Commissioner of Police, Dantawaye 
reiterated the Command’s unwavering 
commitment in synergizing with other 

security agencies to sustain the ongoing 
onslaught against criminality in the state, 
the statement stressed.

He further stated that the Divisional Police 
Officers have been directed to carry out a 
comprehensive crime prevention patrol, as 
well as intelligence-driven operations, to 
safeguard travelers and residents along 
highways in the State.

The Commissioner of Police commended 
the vital role of community-led security 
efforts in preventing and responding to 

criminal activities and further stressed the 
importance of intelligence sharing, noting 
that law enforcement agencies require 
public cooperation to effectively combat 
crime.

W h i l e  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  m a n p o w e r 
challenges, Dantawaye assured that training 
and collaboration efforts would be 
intensified to enhance security operations.

Bayelsa govt to collaborate with partners to improve
affordable healthcare service 

Gunmen hijack 18-seater bus, abduct several
passengers in Kogi

Entertainment

By  Ifedamola Joseph Fayomi
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In a historic development, Cardinal 
Robert Francis Prevost of the 
United States has been chosen as 

the new pope.

This marks the first time an American 
has ascended to the leadership of the 
Roman Catholic Church.

The 69-year-old has adopted the papal 
name Pope Leo XIV.

A plume of white smoke billowed from 
the chimney atop the Sistine Chapel on 
Wednesday evening, signalling to the 
world that the conclave of 133 
cardinals had reached a decisive vote.

The traditional signal was met with 
jubilation in St Peter’s Square, where 
vast crowds gathered to witness the 
momentous occasion.

As the smoke appeared on giant 
screens around the square, the bells of 
St Peter’s Basilica rang out, further 
confirming the election.

Pilgrims and visitors from across the 

globe waved their national flags, their 
excitement intensifying as they 
awaited the identity of the new pontiff.

While the name of the newly elected 
pope had yet to be made public, Vatican 
officials prepared for the traditional 
Latin announcement from the central 
balcony of St Peter’s Basilica.

It is widely anticipated that Cardinal 
Dominique Mamberti—a 73-year-old 
French-born cleric from Morocco will 
deliver the declaration unless he’s 
himself chosen as pope.

Following the formal introduction, the 
new pope is expected to make his first 
appearance and deliver a brief address 
to the faithful gathered below.

Anticipation has gripped Rome, 
particularly along the Via della 
Conciliazione, where thousands have 
assembled in expectation of witnessing 
this once-in-a-generation event.

Earlier in the day, the cardinal electors 
celebrated Mass in St Peter’s Basilica 

before retreating into the conclave.

During the secretive process, once a 
clear majority is achieved, the senior 
cardinal asks the chosen individual:

“Do you accept your canonical election 
as Supreme Pontiff?” Upon receiving 
confirmation, he then inquires, “By 
what name shall you be called?”

The new pope is then led to the sacristy, 
where he is robed in the traditional 
papal garments.

His fellow cardinals each approach to 
pledge their obedience and offer 
prayers of thanksgiving.

At last, the declaration rings out in 
Latin: “Annuntio vobis gaudium 
magnum: Habemus Papam!” “I bring 
you great joy: We have a pope!”

The new pontiff then steps forward to 
bless the crowd, beginning his papacy.

Entertainment
By Friday Omosola

World News

Robert Prevost becomes
rst American Pope
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O
rganised criminal gangs wield 
such power over prisons across 
England and Wales that they are 

corrupting staff, fuelling violence, and 
enforcing drug debts behind bars, 
according to prisons minister James 
Timpson, who says the scale of the 
problem is so severe it “keeps me awake at 
night”.

In a candid interview with The Guardian, 
Timpson revealed that a “beefed up” 
counter-corruption unit had prosecuted 37 
prison staff members last year alone, with 
authorities intensifying efforts to sever the 
growing ties between criminal gangs and 
prison officers.

“Serious organised crime is a big problem, 
a huge problem,” Timpson said. “It’s one 
of the things that keeps me awake at night 
because of the impact it has on a prison’s 
environment  from drugs, debt, violence, 
and everything that goes with that.”

His comments come amid growing 
concern from prison watchdogs that 
criminal groups are asserting control 
within jails, a claim Timpson has pushed 
back on, even as criminologists warn that 
gangs are increasingly targeting and 
compromising inexperienced prison 
officers.

“They corrupt both men and women to 
bring in drugs,” Timpson said. “A lot of 
these serious organised criminals are in 
their cells at night, but they’re actually 
very wealthy and connected with major 
illegal operations.”

To combat this, the Ministry of Justice has 
ramped up cooperation with police forces 
and the National Crime Agency, with 20 
specialist investigators now embedded in 
HM Prison and Probation Service to track 
down internal collaborators and intercept 
contraband.

Beyond corruption, Timpson is also 
pushing for technological innovation. He 
revealed that more than 30 companies, 
including Microsoft and Google, are set to 

meet with the government to explore how 
tech, particularly artificial intelligence, 
could help manage offenders in the 
community and reduce violence in 
prisons.

“Technology can really impact what’s 
happening in prison, but most importantly 
in probation,” he said, highlighting how 
AI might relieve overworked probation 
officers bogged down by repetitive tasks 
such as sourcing housing for released 
inmates.

Timpson, the former chief executive of 
the family-run Timpson Group, took up 
his ministerial role in July 2024 during a 
crisis point in the prison system, which 
has faced chronic overcrowding. Under 
his tenure, the government authorised 
early release schemes to create room for 
new inmates.

Despite persistent overcrowding, with 
fewer than 1,000 spare places and more 
than 88,000 people in custody, Timpson 
expressed confidence that further 
emergency measures would not be 
required this year.

However, infrastructure remains a 
significant challenge. “We’re spending 
£500  mi l l ion  a t  t he  moment  on 
dilapidations,” he said. “A lot of that is 
just keeping capacity there.” He cited the 

crumbling condition of older Victorian 
prisons as a particular drain on resources.

UK minister addresses ongoing contract 
with private security company
In a controversial decision, Timpson also 
addressed the government’s ongoing 
contract with private security company 
Serco, which oversees the tagging of 
offenders. Despite a recent Channel 4 
Dispatches investigation revealing that 
some released prisoners remained 
untagged for months, he indicated the 
contract would not be withdrawn.

“What I’ve learned is that procurement is 
pretty much what it is. Our job is to keep 
pressure on, call it out when it’s not right, 
but work with them to solve the 
problems,” he said. “Things have 
improved a lot, but I’m still not happy.”

A sentencing review led by former justice 
secretary David Gauke is expected to be 
p u b l i s h e d  n e x t  w e e k ,  l i k e l y 
recommending increased use of tagging 
and community sentences, a shift 
designed to ease pressure on the prison 
estate.

As the justice system navigates this 
critical juncture, Timpson’s remarks offer 
a sobering glimpse into the scale of the 
challenges facing Britain’s prisons and 
the urgency of reform.

Organised crime corrupting UK jails from
the inside, says minister  By Elizabeth Jenrola Oso

World News
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Microsoft co-founder Bill 
Gates  has  pledged to 
donate nearly all of his 

wealth by 2045, totalling $200bn, to 
enhance the lives of the world’s 
poorest people.

The donation of the billionaire 
followed Elon Musk’s support for 
sharp U.S. foreign aid cuts. Bill 
slammed Musk, a key figure in 
P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d  T r u m p ’ s 
administration and accused him of 
“killing the world’s poorest children” 
with huge cuts to the United States’ aid 
budget.

He added that his foundation would 
share the massive sum over the next 
two decades, as part of his plan to 
“give away virtually all his wealth, 
hinting that the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation would close on December 
31, 2045.

“The picture of the world’s richest 
man killing the world’s poorest 
children is not a pretty one,” Gates told 
the Financial Times.

The  Musk- led  Depar tmen t  o f 
Government Efficiency has led to the 
decimation of the US Agency for 
International Development (USAID), 
which has previously provided 
billions in funding for everything from 
vaccines for children to emergency 
food assistance.

Gates and Musk once agreed over the 
role of the wealthy in giving away 
money, but have since clashed several 
times.

Gates said he was speeding up plans to 
divest his fortune and close the Gates 

Foundation on December 31, 2045.

“People will say a lot of things about 
me when I die, but I am determined 
that ‘he died rich’ will not be one of 
them. There are too many urgent 
problems to solve for me to hold onto 
resources that could be used to help 
people,” the 69-year-old billionaire 
M i c r o s o f t  c o - f o u n d e r  a n d 
philanthropist wrote in a post on his 
website.

In his statement marking the 25th 
anniversary of the foundation, Bill 
said he wanted to help stop newborn 
babies, children and mothers dying of 
preventable causes, end diseases like 
polio, malaria and measles, and reduce 
poverty.

“It’s unclear whether the world’s 
richest countries will continue to stand 
up for its poorest people,” Gates 
added, noting cuts from major donors 
inc lud ing  Br i t a in  and  France 
alongside the United States, the 
world’s biggest donor.

“I have come a long way since I was 
just a kid starting a software company 
with my friend from middle school,” 
he said.

Bill Gates foundation

Since its inception, the foundation has 
given away $100 billion, helping to 
save millions of lives and backing 
initiatives like the vaccine group Gavi 
and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, 
tuberculosis and malaria.

Gates, who is valued at around $108 
billion today, expects the foundation to 
spend around $200 billion by 2045, 
with the final figure dependent on 
markets and inflation.

The foundation is already a huge 
player in global health, with an annual 
budget that will reach $9 billion by 
2026.

However, it has faced criticism for its 
outsize power and influence in the 
s e c t o r  w i t h o u t  r e q u i s i t e 
accountability, including at the World 
Health Organisation, making Gates 
himself also subject to conspiracy 
theories, particularly during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“I hope other wealthy people consider 
how much they can accelerate 
progress for the world’s poorest if they 
increase the pace and scale of their 
giving, because it is such a profoundly 
impactful way to give back to society,” 
Gates said.

Gates slams Musk over US aid, vows to donate
$200bn by 2045

Continue reading
on next page

 By Fatimah Idera
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The United States and Britain will 

announce a deal to lower tariffs 

on some goods on Thursday, the 

first such agreement since U.S. President 

Donald Trump sparked a global trade war 

with universal levies.

In his posts on Truth Social, Trump said 

he would hold an Oval Office news 

c o n f e r e n c e  a b o u t  a  f u l l  a n d 

comprehensive trade agreement with 

Britain.

Prime Minister Keir Starmer, who 

describes the U.S. as an indispensable 

ally, is due to provide an update later on 

Thursday. The deal is likely to be narrow, 

with Britain securing lower tariffs on cars 

and steel, the two sectors hardest hit.

“Because of our long history and 

allegiance together, it is a great honour to 

have the United Kingdom as our FIRST 

announcement, as many other deals, 

which are in serious stages of negotiation, 

to follow, ”Trump says

The United States has been under 

pressure from investors to strike deals to 

de-escalate its tariff war after Trump’s 

often chaotic policymaking upended 

global trade with friends and foes alike, 

threatening to stoke inflation and start a 

recession.

Top U.S. officials have engaged in a flurry 

of meetings with trading partners since 

the president on April 2 imposed a 10% 

tariff on most countries, along with higher 

tariff rates for many trading partners that 

were then suspended for 90 days.

The U.S. has also imposed 25% tariffs on 

autos, steel and aluminium, 25% tariffs on 

Canada and Mexico, and 145% tariffs on 

China. U.S. and Chinese officials are due 

to hold talks in Switzerland on Saturday.

S t a r m e r,  w h o  h a s  s t r u g g l e d  i n 

government since he was elected last July 

with his centre-left Labour Party, has 

struck up a warm relationship with 

Trump, and his government will celebrate 

becoming the first country to agree a deal.

Britain’s car industry exports luxury 

brands to the U.S., and the 25 per cent 

tariffs have hit the industry hard. Jaguar 

Land Rover paused shipments of its cars 

to the U.S. for a month while it considered 

how to mitigate the impact. Shares in 

Aston Martin, which said it would split 

the cost of tariffs with its customers and 

limit shipments to the U.S., rose 8% on 

Thursday.

A British official had said that the scope of 

any agreement was likely to be narrow, 

with Britain expected to secure lower 

tariffs on a tranche of steel and auto 

exports.

In return, Britain is likely to agree to 

lower its tariffs on U.S. cars and cut a 

digital sales tax that affects U.S. tech 

giants.

Read more: UK, US meet over movie 

tariffs

It had refused to lower its food standards, 

which are closely aligned with the 

European Union, however, Britain’s 

farming trade union has said that some 

U.S. producers do meet British standards 

by not using growth hormones or 

antimicrobial washes, and could be given 

greater market access.

Starmer’s government has been walking a 

tightrope on trade, seeking as an 

independent country after Brexit to build 

new ties with the U.S., China and the EU 

without moving so far towards one bloc 

that it angers the others.

There are also political threats on the 

domestic front. Polling shows the 

government remains deeply unpopular 

after it cut support for pensioners’ energy 

bills and hiked taxes on households and 

companies, making any move to cut taxes 

on multinational tech companies a big 

risk.

Britain’s digital service tax

Britain’s digital service tax, levied at 2% 

of UK revenue for online marketplaces, 

search engines and social  media 

platforms, was introduced in 2020 in 

response to an outcry about tax avoidance 

by big tech.

It was expected to raise about 800 million 

pounds ($1.1 billion) this year, with more 

than 90 per cent coming from five big tech 

firms, according to a 2023 report by 

lawmakers.

 By Fatimah Idera

Britain strike rst deal to cut Trump tariffs
World News
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Following reports of a potential 

trade deal between the US and 

UK, the pound has remained 

steady against the dollar while UK 

mid-cap shares rallied as it coincides 

with the Bank of England’s expected 

interest rate decision that is likely to 

result in a quarter-point cut.

Sterling rose as much as 0.5% against 

the dollar after the New York Times 

reported the possible trade deal before 

trimming gains to trade flat on the day 

at $1.3288.

Britain’s Prime Minister Keir Starmer 

will provide an update later on 

Thursday on trade talks with the 

United States, a spokesperson for his 

office said.

A deal would be the second for Britain 

in a week after it clinched a free trade 

pact with India.

London’s FTSE 250 index of midcap 

companies, which are more sensitive 

to the domestic economy, rose 0.5%, 

beating the large-cap 100 index, 

which rose just 0.1%.

The globally focused FTSE 100 on 

Tuesday racked up 16 straight days of 

gains, its longest winning streak on 

record, powered by a solid first-

quarter earnings season and optimism 

over a thawing in global trade 

tensions.

“Given that full trade deals take years 

to negotiate, this will likely be a 

framework and it will be interesting to 

see whether the 10 per cent baseline 

tariff stays as that will provide an 

important template for negotiations 

with other countries and a good guide 

to the long-term tariff strategy of the 

U.S.,” Deutsche Bank strategist Jim 

Reid said.

Unlike many of its major trading 

partners, the United States has a small 

trading surplus with Britain to the tune 

of some $12 billion. Britain’s main 

U.S. goods exports are in the form of 

cars, steel and pharmaceuticals.

Shares in energy companies were the 

prime gainers on the mid-cap index, 

while the FTSE 100 kept in positive 

territory thanks to a rally in the 

aerospace and defence sector, while 

drugmakers Astrazeneca and GSK 

proved the biggest drags.

Meanwhile, traders geared up for the 

BoE’s decision on interest rates, 

which is expected to result in a 

quarter-point cut later on Thursday. 

Investors are almost fully priced in 

three additional rate cuts by the end of 

the year, which would take the 

benchmark rate to 3.5 per cent.

Will Hobbs, who is head of UK Multi-

Asset Wealth at Barclays Private Bank 

and Wealth Management, said UK 

households have seen wage growth 

outpace inflation, which has helped 

boost consumption, for now.

“The uncertainty created by the U.S. 

tariffs will certainly have some 

dampening effect. However, there are 

potential offsets in the form of lower 

energy prices and the dramatic 

changes happening in Europe. The 

latest read on inflation suggests a little 

more flexibility for the Bank of 

England ahead of today’s decision,” 

Hobbs told clients in a note.

Much has changed since BoE’s last 

monetary policy report in February, 

including Trump’s proposals for 

global tariffs, embroiling the UK and 

other major trading partners in a trade 

war.

US Trade Deal touted ahead of BoE
By Fatimah Idera

World News
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Taiwan’s newly inaugurated 
president, Lai Ching-te, has 
drawn a bold historical parallel 

between his island nation and the 
European democracies that stood on the 
brink of war with Nazi Germany in the 
1930s, warning of the growing threat 
posed by modern authoritarian regimes.

In a striking speech delivered to foreign 
dignitaries gathered in Taipei to 
commemorate the end of the Second 
World War in Europe, a first-of-its-kind 
official observance by Taiwan, Lai 
emphasised the shared values and 
common challenges faced by Taiwan 
and democratic nations across the globe.

“Eighty years after the end of the 
European war, the message of history is 
clear,” Lai declared. “Today, we share 
the same values and face similar 
challenges as many of the democracies 
that participated in the European war.”

The event, rich in symbolism, opened 
with a video montage featuring footage 
from the D-Day landings and excerpts 
from Winston Churchill’s rousing “We 
shall fight on the beaches” speech. It also 
featured addresses from key European 
representat ives ,  including Ruth 
Bradley-Jones, the UK’s top envoy in 
Taiwan, and Lutz Güllner from the 
European Economic and Trade Office.

Lai’s remarks come at a time of 
mounting military and political pressure 
from China, which claims Taiwan as part 
of its territory and has not ruled out the 
use of force to annexe the self-governing 
island. The conflict over Taiwan’s status 
remains one of the most volatile 
flashpoints in global geopolitics.

Referring to China in veiled terms, Lai 
urged “freedom-loving people and 
c o u n t r i e s ”  t o  u n i t e  a g a i n s t 
au tho r i t a r i an i sm,  warn ing  tha t 
“appeasement will only make the 
invaders more greedy and expand their 
ambitions.”

“Taiwan and Europe are jointly facing 
the threat of a new totalitarian group,” he 
said.

Analysts interpret Lai’s speech as an 
attempt to reinforce Taiwan’s relevance 
to European security and global 
d e m o c r a t i c  r e s i l i e n c e .  M a r c i n 
Jerzewski, head of the Taiwan office of 
the European Values Centre for Security 
Policy, noted that the speech was a 
strategic message aimed at ensuring 
Europe remains engaged in Indo-Pacific 
security, even amid anxieties over the 
reliability of U.S. support under 
P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d  T r u m p ’ s 
administration.

“Lai is trying to send the message that 
the security and prosperity of Taiwan 
and Europe are interconnected,” 
Jerzewski said.

Lai’s remarks also sought to redefine 
Taiwan not as a passive recipient of 
Western support but as a proactive 
partner. “Taiwan wants to be a partner, 
not just a recipient, of western largesse,” 
said Wen-Ti Sung, a non-resident fellow 
at the Atlantic Council’s Global China 
Hub.

Meanwhile, in a symbolic counterpoint, 
Chinese President Xi Jinping arrived in 
Moscow for Russia’s World War II 
victory celebrations, which this year will 
include Chinese troops in the parade. 
Xi’s visit highlights Beijing’s deepening 
ties with Moscow amid its continued 
support for Russia’s war in Ukraine, a 
development that has alarmed Western 
capitals.

In an article published in Russian media 
ahead of the visit, Xi underscored the 
historical significance of Taiwan, 
referring to the commemorations as 
marking “the 80th anniversary of 
Taiwan’s recovery” by China. He 
declared that reunification with Taiwan 
is an “unstoppable” historical trend and 
praised Russia’s backing of China’s 
reunification efforts.

As China continues to ramp up military 
exercises around Taiwan and deploys 
greyzone tactics such as disinformation 
campaigns, Lai’s speech signals a 
sharpened diplomatic stance, an appeal 
for global solidarity and a clear warning 
that the echoes of the 20th century are 
being heard once more in the 21st.

Taiwan compares nation to Pre-WWII Europe
amid rising tensions with China By Elizabeth Jenrola Oso

World News

An alleged member of the Islamic 
State is being interrogated in Iraq 
after officials there accused him of 

helping incite the devastating New Year’s 
Day terror attack in New Orleans that left 
14 people dead.

However, U.S. authorities say no direct 
link has been established between the 
suspect in Iraq and Shamsud-Din Jabbar, 
the 42-year-old Texas man who plowed a 
rental truck into a crowd of revelers on 
Bourbon Street before dying in a shootout 
with police.

Although Jabbar flew a black-and-white 
ISIS flag from the back of the truck during 
the rampage, the Islamic State never 
formally claimed responsibility for the 
attack.

“While we continue to work with our law 
enforcement partners, both in the U.S. and 
internationally, based on the information 
to date, we continue to believe that 

Shamsud-Din Jabbar acted alone in 
carrying out the attack on Bourbon 
Street,” the FBI said in a statement to CBS 
News on Tuesday.

According to U.S. authorities, Jabbar 
rented a white Ford pickup truck in 

Houston before making the drive to New 
Orleans. In the early hours of January 1, he 
deliberately drove through several blocks 
of dense crowds celebrating the new year, 
killing 14 people and injuring dozens 
more before engaging in a fatal shootout 
with responding officers.

Prior to the attack, Jabbar posted videos to 
social media in which he pledged 
allegiance to ISIS and expressed a desire 
to kill, federal investigators said.

Meanwhile, Iraqi authorities revealed on 
April 27 that the U.S. had requested 
assistance through the National Center for 
International Judicial Cooperation. The 
suspect now in Iraqi custody was 
allegedly part of the Islamic State’s 
foreign operations office.

The FBI said its investigation into the New 
Orleans attack remains ongoing.

Alleged ISIS member questioned in Iraq over
New Orleans terror attack By Elizabeth Jenrola Oso
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David Beckham and Gary Neville 
have completed a full takeover 
of Salford City as part of a newly 

formed consortium, marking a significant 
new chapter in the club’s journey. The 
move sees the duo buy out the remaining 
members of the Class of ’92—Ryan 
Giggs, Paul Scholes, Nicky Butt, and Phil 
Neville—who had co-owned the club 
since their 2014 acquisition of the then-
eighth-tier side.

While the quartet will no longer hold 
shares in the club, they will remain 
involved across technical, football, and 
commercial roles, as well as the club’s 
charitable SCFC foundation. Beckham 
and Neville’s takeover is backed by a 
consortium of nine shareholders, 
including prominent names such as Lord 
Mervyn Davies, businessman Declan 
Kelly, and India-based Dream Sports 
Group.

Beckham, who turned 50 last week, 
celebrated the announcement with a 
heartfelt post on Instagram: “I’m so proud 
to be part of a new ownership group 
alongside my mate [Gary Neville] as we 
begin the next chapter of Salford’s 
journey.”

The announcement comes after a mixed 
2024-25 season for the Ammies, who 
finished eighth in League Two, narrowly 
missing out on the play-offs by a single 
point. The club had enjoyed a strong first 
half of the campaign under manager Karl 
Robinson, climbing as high as third in 
January. However, their form dipped 
significantly following a humbling 8-0 FA 
Cup defeat to Manchester City, with only 
six wins in their final 22 matches.

Since the Class of ’92 takeover in 2014, 
Salford City have experienced a meteoric 
rise, achieving four promotions in five 
seasons and entering the English Football 
League in 2019. But despite early 
momentum, they have remained stuck in 
the fourth tier, reaching the play-offs only 
once—losing to Stockport County in 
2023.

The new consortium has pledged 
significant investment into the club’s 
infrastructure and playing squad, 
signalling ambitions to rejuvenate 
Salford’s push for promotion. In a 
statement, the club said the acquisition 
“includes a commitment by the new 
shareholders to invest significantly in the 
club, the team and its facilities.”

Gary Neville, who last year acquired 
Peter Lim’s 50% stake to facilitate a 
smoother transition to new ownership, 
said the goal is to make the club 
sustainable within five years. In a video 
posted on the club’s X (formerly Twitter) 
account, he said: “Football always will be 
the priority. Success on the pitch is 
critical, but we also need to improve our 
stadium, training ground, and make the 
club more accessible. You have my word 
on that.”

Beckham first invested in Salford City in 
2019, joining five years after the initial 
takeover. His increased involvement 
signals a renewed focus on growing the 
club’s profile and operations, both locally 
and internationally.

In a joint statement, new investors Declan 

Kelly and Lord Davies added: “We hope 
to bring more success to Salford City’s 
wonderful fanbase, players, and everyone 
associated with the club.”

BBC Sport’s Simon Stone noted that 
whi le  the  Class  of  ’92  in jec ted 
considerable funds into Salford, the 
club’s transformation into a modern EFL 
e n t i t y — i n c l u d i n g  s i g n i fi c a n t 
infrastructure developments—required 
much deeper financial backing. With key 
figures now seeking to scale back their 
involvement, a revised ownership model 
was needed.

Some full takeover offers were reportedly 
rejected due to concerns over control and 
direction. By forming a consortium of 
smaller but experienced investors, 
Neville and Beckham retain influence 
while leveraging broader financial 
support and expertise.

Saturday’s narrow miss on a play-off spot 
was a blow, but with fresh leadership and 
committed investment, Salford City hope 
to once again ignite their ascent through 
English football. The next chapter is 
underway at Moor Lane—and the 
ambitions remain as bold as ever.

Beckham and Neville lead new Salford
City takeover By  Timi-Zacchaeus Oluwaferanmi

Sports
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Manchester United and 
Tottenham Hotspur will 
mee t  in  the  Europa 

League final May 21, after both sides 
sealed wins in their semifinal ties 
Thursday.

Spurs beat Bodo/Glimt 2-0 in 
Norway, and United came from 
behind for a 4-1 win over Athletic 
Club in their respective second legs 
to put further gloss on the final 
aggregate scorelines after both 
teams came in with the advantage 
from the first legs.

The results sets up a final that 
features two teams from England for 
the third time in Europa League and 
UEFA Cup history, after Chelsea 
beat Arsenal in 2019 and Tottenham 
prevailed over Wolves in a two-
legged affair in 1972.

The final will be played at San 
Mames, the Basque Country home 
stadium of Athletic Club where 
United secured a shock 3-0 win in 
the first leg of the semifinal.

The deciding match for Europe's 
second-tier competition will give 
Man United and Tottenham the 
chance to end their less-than-stellar 
seasons -- both teams are in the 
bottom half of the Premier League -- 
with a trophy and a spot in the 2025-
26 edition of the Champions League.

United came back from 1-0 down 
against Athletic Club, with Mason 
Mount coming off the bench to score 
twice in the second half. Casemiro 
and Rasmus Hojlund were also on 
target to end the tie 7-1 on aggregate.

"It was too long [waiting for a night 
like that]," Mount said. "I carried on 
going, working hard in training 
every day and tried to stay positive 
and when I had an opportunity to try 
to make an impact.

"Today it paid off and I came on and 
affected the game. It was a tight 
game when I came on, I just tried to 
calm it down."

Dominic Solanke and Pedro Porro 
struck for Tottenham who finished 
off Nowegian side Bodo/Glimt by an 
aggregate score of 5-1.

"In this moment, I am just worried 
about the next game, trying not to get 
injuries for the final," said United 
manager Ruben Amorim after the 
match. "We need to win it. If we 
don't win it, it means nothing for us."

Former Celtic manager Ange 
Postecoglou, now in charge of 
Spurs, could even make good on his 
boast earlier this season that he 
always wins a trophy in his second 

season at a club.

“We've given [the fans] some hope, 
something to dream about, and [an] 
e x c i t i n g  t r i p  c o m i n g  u p , " 
Postecoglou said. "We'll just keep 
doing what we're doing."

Tottenham have beaten Man United 
three times so far this season, twice 
in the league and also in the Carabao 
Cup.

Chelsea in Conference League Final

Chelsea will face Real Betis in the 
Conference League final later this 
month after sealing a comfortable 
s e m i - fi n a l  t r i u m p h  a g a i n s t 
Djurgarden at Stamford Bridge.

Despite 10 changes from Sunday's 
win over Premier League champions 
Liverpool and handing a first senior 
start for 16-year-old Reggie Walsh, 
the Blues hardly broke a sweat to 
complete a 5-1 aggregate victory 
against the visitors.

Manchester United, Tottenham advance to
all-English Europa League nal By Oluwatosin Ologun

Sports
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Arsenal’s Champions League 
dream came to a crushing end 
in Paris as Mikel Arteta’s side 

were once again left grappling with 
the pain of “what might have been.” A 
2-1 semi-final defeat to Paris Saint-
Germain sealed their fate, continuing 
a painful pattern of near-misses under 
the Spaniard’s tenure.

Arteta had boldly declared before the 
second leg that Arsenal had arrived in 
the French capital to “make history.” 
Instead, they became another scalp for 
a rampant PSG side who have 
ruthlessly dismantled the Premier 
League’s elite in this campaign, 
h a v i n g  a l r e a d y  d i s p a t c h e d 
Manchester City, Liverpool, and 
Aston Villa.

Despite a valiant performance at Parc 
des Princes, Arsenal were undone by a 
mix of PSG’s clinical quality and their 
own shor tcomings .  Gian lu ig i 
D o n n a r u m m a  w a s  a g a i n  t h e 
tormentor-in-chief, denying Gabriel 
Martinelli and Martin Ødegaard with 
world-class saves that left the Gunners 
exasperated.

The scoreline was shaped by goals 
from Fabian Ruiz and Achraf Hakimi, 
both stemming from costly errors by 
Thomas Partey. Though Bukayo Saka 
pulled one back late on, the damage 
had already been done. As the final 
whistle blew amid a pyrotechnic 
celebration from the home fans, the 
scale of Arsenal’s disappointment 
became stark.

This marks a fourth semi-final exit for 
Arteta in as many years — alongside 
failures in the Europa League and two 
EFL Cup campaigns — and raises 
legitimate questions about his ability 
to take Arsenal from nearly-men to 
champions.

The reality is brutal: Arsenal have now 
gone five years without a trophy, the 
last being the FA Cup in 2020. Arteta 
has built a talented squad with stars 
like Ødegaard, Declan Rice, and Saka, 
and young talents like Myles Lewis-
Skelly emerging — but trophies 
remain the only true currency at elite 
clubs.

Arteta insisted in his post-match 
comments that “fine margins” and 
i n d i v i d u a l  b r i l l i a n c e  f r o m 
Donnarumma had been decisive. But 
beyond that, Arsenal were guilty of 
their own strategic failures. Chief 
among them: not signing a proven 
striker last summer, a flaw that proved 
decisive in this tie. Makeshift forward 
Mikel Merino, usually a midfielder, 
provided effort but little threat.

Former England defender Matthew 
Upson summed it up: “When PSG 
attack, you believe they’ll score. 
Arsenal don’t give you that feeling.”

Even Arteta’s pre-match comments 

drew scrutiny. He claimed Arsenal 
had accumulated more points than 
past Premier League champions, 
implying that bad luck or timing had 
held them back. Yet, as critics pointed 
out, Arsenal have simply failed to 
deliver when it mattered — this 
season included.

Now, Arsenal must secure a top-five 
Premier League finish to ensure 
Champions League football returns 
next year. But for all the talk of 
progress, the pressure is mounting. 
Arteta is not in immediate danger, but 
the expectation is clear: Arsenal must 
start winning.

The club has played more Champions 
League matches (201) than any team 
never to win the competition. Another 
semi-final defeat now adds to the 
growing list of painful exits.

Close, again. But still not enough. For 
Arsenal and Arteta, the time to move 
beyond potential and into the realm of 
real silverware is now. The clock is 
ticking.

Clock ticking as Arsenal fall short gain
under Arteta By Timi-Zacchaeus Oluwaferanmi

Britain’s top mobile network 

provider including Vodafone 

(VOD.L) and BT’s EE (BT.L) on 

Monday urged a London tribunal to throw 

out a mass lawsuit valued at over 3.2 

billion pounds ($4.3 billion) for allegedly 

overcharging customers.

The case which is also brought against 

Te l e f o n i c a ’s  O 2  ( T E F. M C )  a n d 

Hutchison’s (0001.HK) Three UK, whose 

$19 billion merger with Vodafone was 

approved last year – is being brought on 

behalf of over 28 million British 

consumers.

The networks are alleged to have charged 

customers who remained with the 

network after their minimum contract 

expired a loyal penalty, by continuing to 

charge for mobile devices which had 

already been paid for in full.

British consumer champion Justin 

Gutmann is bringing the claims and his 

lawyers asked the Competition Appeal 

Tribunal to certify the case to proceed, an 

early step in the proceedings.

But the networks’ lawyers said in court 

filings that the lawsuit is fundamentally 

flawed as it alleges anti-competitive 

behaviour “in an industry renowned for 

its competitiveness”.

They also argue that large parts of the 

case, which seeks to recover losses dating 

back to 2007, were brought too late and 

should be thrown out.

The case is the latest lawsuit brought 

under Britain’s burgeoning class action-

style regime, which recently reached its 

10th anniversary and has seen several 

multi-billion-pound cases certified but 

with limited success for consumers so far.

UK mobile companies ght $4.3 bln lawsuit for allegedly
overcharging customers By Fatimah Idera

Sports
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In a heartwarming announcement that 
has drawn praise from across the 
women’s football  community, 

international football stars Sam Kerr and 
Kristie Mewis have revealed the arrival of 
their first child together. The couple, who 
have been together since 2021 and got 
engaged in 2023, shared the news on 
Instagram, posting a touching photo with 
their newborn son.

“Our little man is here, Jagger Mewis-
Kerr,” read the caption accompanying the 
photo on Kerr’s Instagram account. The 
announcement, made just six months 
after the couple revealed they were 
expecting, has been met with an 
outpouring of support from fellow 
athletes, fans, and public figures across 
the globe.

The image showed Kerr, the Australian 
and Chelsea striker, smiling alongside her 
fiancée Mewis, the American and West 
Ham United midfielder, cradling their 
newborn son Jagger. While the post has 
garnered thousands of  l ikes  and 
congra tu la tory  messages ,  i t  has 
unfortunately also attracted a minority of 
homophobic comments, which have 
drawn widespread condemnation within 
the football world.

Chelsea manager Sonia Bompastor was 
among those who swiftly addressed the 
online abuse, labeling it “completely 
unacceptable” and calling for more robust 
action from social media platforms. “It’s 
heartbreaking to see such joyful news met 
with hate. These platforms need to do 
more to protect our players,” Bompastor 
said in a post-match interview.

Millie Bright, Chelsea captain and a 
prominent voice in the fight against online 
abuse, echoed the sentiment. “We’re 
proud of Sam and Kristie. This should be 
a time of celebration, not harassment. 
Social media companies must be held 
accountable for failing to prevent this 
kind of toxic behavior,” Bright stated.

Amid the negativity, the couple have 
received overwhelming support from 
teammates and fans alike. Australia 
internationals Katrina Gorry and Caitlin 
Foord, both close friends of Kerr, posted 
congratulatory messages. “So happy for 
you both. Welcome to the world, little 
Jagger,” Gorry wrote.

Kerr, 31, has not featured for Chelsea this 
season as she continues her recovery from 
an anterior cruciate ligament (ACL) 
injury. The injury, sustained earlier in the 
year, sidelined her for the 2024-25 
Women’s Super League campaign and 
also ruled her out of international duty 
with the Matildas.

Meanwhile, Mewis, 34, carried the baby 
and played only one match for West Ham 
this season before stepping away from 
football for maternity. The American 
midfielder has not announced a formal 
timeline for her return but is expected to 
take an extended leave to care for their 
newborn.

Their relationship has frequently drawn 
media attention, both for their sporting 
prominence and personal story. Earlier 
this year, Kerr stood trial for racially 
aggravated harassment following an 
altercation with a London police officer. 
She was found not guilty, with Mewis 
supporting her partner throughout the 

process, attending court daily and 
testifying on her behalf.

The couple’s openness about their 

relationship and family journey has made 

them role models for many, particularly 

within the LGBTQ+ community. Their 

courage and visibility continue to 

challenge stereotypes and broaden the 

conversation around diversity and 

representation in sport.

As they begin a new chapter as parents, 

Kerr and Mewis are now receiving praise 

not just for their talents on the pitch but 

for their grace under pressure and 

commitment to building a life together 

with authenticity and love.

Jagger Mewis-Kerr’s arrival marks not 

just the birth of a new life but a moment of 

hope and progress in a sporting world still 

grappling with issues of inclusion. For 

many, the smiles in the Instagram post 

represent more than just a happy 

family—they symbolize a growing shift 

towards acceptance, both in football and 

beyond.

Kerr & Mewis welcome baby Jagger amid
mixed reactions

Sports

By Timi-Zacchaeus Oluwaferanmi


